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THE

MUNSTER COTTAGE BOY.

CHAPTER 1.

e o

% The world has now no joy for me,
Nor can life now one pleasure boast,
Since all my eyes desir'd to see,
‘My wish, my hope, my all, is lost !
;.4 Since she, so form’d to please and bless—
So wise, so innocent, so fair !
Whose converse sweet made sorrow less,
And brighten'd all the gloom of care—
¢ Since she is lost, ye Pawers divine,
Wliat bave I done, or thought, or said—
Oh say, what horrid act of mine
Has drawn this vengeance on my head *

CoNscI0US of the fluctuating senti-

ments with which she was now regarded

by Mrs. Stovendale, Fidelia no longer felt
'VOL. IIL B
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herself at ease with her; and the disquie- .
. tude she experienced from the above con- -
~ viction was heightened by her dread of

" the stranger’s departing without finishing
his narrative, and thus leaving her in a
state of still greater unhappiness than ever,

from the hope she had indulged of receiv- -

ing some information from him concern-
ing her birth. Both from the particulars
he had already given her, and an expres-
sion that appeared inadvertently to have

dropped from him, she was inclined to be- -

lieve he was not, as she had at first sur-
"mised, Dullany, and consequently was
uncertain. whether his being where he
now was might not be a mere caspal cir-
cumstance. One thing, however, she had
ascertained from what sbe had already
heard, namely, that it was through his

misfortunes lady Castle, Dermot had to -

lament the fate of her sister being so dis-

astrous, having previously ascertained her’

being the dapyghter of lord Moyntrath,:

yet why, attaghed to her as she appegred.
to have been, she had not tried to soften
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and alleviate that fite, was a matter of
wonder to her; she eoncluded, however,
this, arnongst other matters, would be ex-
plained in the course of the narrative, if in-
deed the remainder of it should be given. -
But, exclusive of her anxiety for this on
account of herself and others, she wished:
it finisked, from the interest the strong
and almest indescribable interest the nar-
.rator himself had inspired: his air, his
look, his voice-~all captivated her atten-
tion and impressed themselves on her ima-
gination; and to shield, to save hin fromy
harm, she felt she could wllhngly risk her
own safety. .
As she wes sitting at night disoonso-
Aately in her chamber, she heard footsteps
outside the window, and immediately af-
ter, some: one pausing under.it. With a
hope- and belief of. its. being him, she
hastened to it, and gently raising: the sash, -
found. she was not wrong in her conjec-
ture. In a. low voice hé briefly stated
that he had for some time been watching,
B2 -
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from a h;)pe of obtaining what had now
occurred, namely, an opportunity of in-
forming her that, as he was called away

by imperious cireumstances to another

part of the kingdom, except she could
admit him to a conference the ensuing
day, it would not be in his power to give
her the further particulars she was anxious

to hear.—Alarmed at the ided of a disap- .

pointment, Fidelia immediately ‘consent-
ed; and the hour being settled, he cau-
tiously retired. But not without trepida-
tion and dread did she accede to the mea-
sure requisite for the gratification of the
‘anxiety he had alluded to; nothing less
powerful than the motive that propelled
her to it could have induced her again to
place herself in an embarrassing predica-
ment, after what had so recently occurred

from the circumstance.” But, for the sake"

of being enlightened on the subject of her
birth, of learning whether she was or not
an. urrconnected 1solated being, there was
scarely any risk ‘she would not have ven-
. tured to run.
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Not. without a dread of being recalled
or invited to bring down her work, did
she rise to retire from the sitting-room
after breakfast. The agitation she was in
was not lessened, when she-had admitted
her expected visitor; she paused—she he-
sitated, and was at length, after mention-
ing the terror she was in of a surprise, oh
the point of proposing that their confer-
ence shiould, if possible, be postponed to a
~ safer hour, when he quieted all apprehen-
sion on the subject, by intimating the ease
with which he could retire into a closet
adjoining the room they were repairing
to, in case they heard any one approach-
ing; for, after what had occurred the pre- -
ceding day, Fidelia did not dare to take
the precaution of guarding against intru-
sion by securing the door of communica-
tion with the other tower. Every thing
being arranged, he thus resumed his nar-
rative :— -

“ Full of hope and ecstacy,” he said,
« I informed you I was hastening to the
chamber of my beloved, when I stumbled
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over something; immdiatefy I stepped -

aside to see what it was, and, by the dim
light admitted through the door by which
I had entered, .discovered a coffin. Ah!
-well may your cheek turn pale at the con-
.ception ‘of what I endured at that horrd
.moment! In an instant I seemed as if
turned to stane; I forgot that the pause
of a minute might be fatal to me—that
the bloodhounds of death and destruction
were at my heels—that I was a proscribed
and sentenced wretch, one who could no
Jonger claim a right to crawl upon the
surface of the earth; I only knew, I only
felt that I had lost all that had attached,
had connected me to life; What followed
I cannot attempt to describe, as I gazed
upon the ingnimate form of my wife, as
I kissed her closed eyés, the fair cold bo-
som so lately warm with life and love:
Jut that bosom could no longer feel a
pang, and there was consolation in the
thought.—* But oh, flower of beauty and
of fragrance! 1 exclaimed, ¢-but for me,

& wretch from my birth, thou mightest -
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still have been flourishing within thy na-
tive bower, ih all thy native loveliness

“ My senses wandered, and, for several
weeks  after, all was a blank; again then,
through the unceasing attention of my
fostersister.Caty, then a married woman,
and her husband, T was restored to a sense
of existence and ‘of wretchedness, as by
their vigilance I was preserved from the
‘pursuit made after me; the apathy of de-
spair had pervadéd my soul, and long was
it ere their representations of tht danger
that attended my remaining where I was
could rouse me to any exertion to avoid
it; at last their efforts succeeded, and I
‘eonsented to exile mysel, with some other
persecuted beings like myself, to America,
How I effected my escape ¥ cannot parti-
_cnlarize, -so regardless was I of the me-
. thods, contrived for it by the humble
friends that interested themselves for me.
The anguish of leavmg the place, as I
conceived, for ever, to which habit, cus-

tom; natute had -attached me, was aggra-
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vated by other circumstances—such, how-
ever, as, while they heightened the. grief
I then experienced, stimulated me to ex-
ertions elsewhere that had a salutary effect.

“ At the expiration of five years I was
joined by Caty’s husband and son, and at
the end of a few more, by Caty herself,
and found, by tidings she brought me,
that I had deceived myself when I thought
I had no more to suffer. By this time,
however, solitude and reflection had en-
abled me sufficiently to subdue the natu-
ral impetuosity of my feelings to prevent
that outrageous despair that would have
militated against any further exertion;
whilst life was spared, reason convinced
me, it was my duty to struggle with -my
fate, and I accordingly determined, by
patiently acquiescing under affliction, .not
to deprive myself of the hope-of that re-
compence promised for it hereafter. But,
oh, my God! while I resolved to meekly
bend my head to thy decrees, how chilling
.the desolation of my-soul at the idea of

1
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having no. further tie to connect me with
life !'—for on earth can there be a greater
wretch than an unconnected being ?

“ Could the enchantment of the eye or
ear alone have gladdened the heart, mine
would often have glowed with rapture;
but, unconnected.as were the stupendous
scenes_around me with aught that was
ever interesting to my feelings, their con-
templation often only filled me with sad-
‘ness and despair; if ever they had power:
to charm or delight me, it was only when
my anguished heart was relieved by de-
votion; then, in these moments of melan-
choly composure, of renewed resignation
and holy hope, I could, with something "
like a sensation of pleasure, listen to the
liquid melody of the mocking-bird, inhale
the balsamic sweetness of the shrubs, and
gaze with admiration on the dread magni-
ficence of woods coeval with creation.

“ Of the beauties that surrounded my
home, no description, however florid, could
give an adequate idea. A few straggling

B3
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buildings, roughly constructed, and scat-
tered along the Ohjo, eonstituted the vil- -
lage near which it stood; groves of lofty
trees, and shrubberies glowing with a thou-
sand rivalling dyes, detached and screened
the houses from each other; my rude.
abode, an old decayed loghouse, was sha-
+ dowed and enclosed, on every side but

- one open to the river, by woeds gradually
receding into forests of interminable depth,
and skirted by shrubberies diversified by
the splendid hues of the magnalia, the ar-
butus, and of a countléss variety of other
plants, whilst innumerable creepers en-
twined the trees, and the rich Juxuriance
of the soil was displayed in a prefusion of
‘the richest flowers, spreading such a carpet
of glowing tints to the eye as art would
in vaip strive to equal—the rose blushing
amidst its foliage, the violet hurking in the
shade, the honey-locust, the passion-flewer,
and geranium, with an endless variety of
others, here intermingled their beauties
and their fragrance. Attracted: by them,
the humming-bird in ecstatic delight flut-
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tets from blossom to blossom, like d blos-
som itself, wafted about by the gir: ori
the sinking of the sun other sounds suc-
ceed; the mocking-bitd then begins to
pour its imitative nofes of thrilling me-
lody wpon the ear; while, as darkness
deepens, 4 thousand luminous exhalations
tise frond the horizon, and myriads of fire-
flies gleam on the foliage and twinkle in
the air, as if showers of etherial sparks
. were falling. _

« But, to all this, how oftert was 1 Tos¢
in the ideal contemplation of far different
~ scenes—bleak and dismal when compared
with these, but still interesting to every
feeling of the heart, fiom the recollections
connected with them! Oh! how fondly,
how continually did my thoughts revert-to
them—the dark-brown heath—the moun-
tains shrouded: in mist—the narrow vales,
with- their ¢old blue streams winding along
them—the rifted rocks, lashéd by'the waves
destined: to waft me to another shore!

“ That I should ever have séen' my na-
tive coast again I had not an idea, when
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‘circumstances were revealed that induced

me to decide on braving the danger that
must attend a return to it. Your nurse”
had previously interested me in your. fate,
and at the moment of embarking, I so-
lemnly vowed never to revisit America
without ascertaining it. Instinctively, on
landing, my steps first led me to the
_ delightful shades of Woodlands, amidst
which I had so often enjoyed the smiles
and converse of my Julia; there I first
beheld you, and there contrived to make
you acquainted with the imposition that
had been practised on Mr. Dundonald re-
specting you. How she could have at-
tempted to practise one of the kind, I see
you are on the point of inquiring; but,
- for the present at least, you must be con-

tent to remain in ignorance of all but her. .

strong anxiety for your accompanying me

to America, if unhappy here. To apprise .

you of the asylum you would find there,
‘and obtain a sufficient portion of your
confidence to prevent your feeling any re-
Juctance to putting yourself under my
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protection, has been the object of my nar
rative: yet, while I assure you of finding
in it unceasing love and kindness, I strong-
ly advise you against migrating from your
native clime, if in it you behold any pro-
spect of permanent felicity ; for, alas! too
well, from sad experience, do I know what
it is to tear ourselves'away from the scenes
of early attachment and interest. In give .
ing this advice, I give it against my wishes:
but there are some cases in which we can-
not help being selfish.” :
"~ He paused, and by a look of earnestness
seemed anxiously awaiting her answer:
but this Fidelia could not immediately
give; far from beholding any prospect of -
happiness, never had her future destiny -
seemed to her more. vague or uncertain;
yet still her heart died within her at the,
thought of quitting her native country, of.
banishing herself from all that had hither-
“to interested her; ‘yet bitterly, she reflect-
ed, she might yet rue a positive rejection
of the present offer—* Oh! if.I might.
but be allowed to ponder it a little!” she.
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ssid, with folded hands and & look of sup-
plication—* a step that emmos be recalled
requives sotne little eonsideration.” o
For that shie would have sufficient time;

her cotitpatfion replied, the circumistdnces
that required his presenee immediately in -
another part of the kingdom being sach
as would prevent his departure from it
for some -time, during which she conld
seriously deliberate on the proposifion;
.and he wonld takeespeemlcm'etolether
have an opportunity of meking knowri
her deeision fo him.

. “In what way ?” Fidelia could rfot help
demanding; but he evaded the inquiry,

~ - and, though evidently with reluctance,

" rose to bid farewell. But Fidelia detained
him—Oh! where, where was the infortha-
tion she had expected: to receive from him
—the insight into her birth, the parficu-
lars of those she belonged to? She grasped
his arm in agony, conjuring him- net to let
her remain in the state of,ignoranee and’
suspense from: which-she had: so confident-
ly trusted she should e relieved by Rim: .
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Ere be could reply to this edarnest ad-
dress, approaching steps were heard. Im-
mediately he disengaged himself from the
trembling grasp of Fidelia, and remind-
ing her of her promised secrecy respecting
him to every being, retreated into the ad-
joining closet.

- It was Mr. Stovendale who was ap-
proaching; he came to Jook over some
books which Mprs. Stovendale had lent
Fidelm. She was but a bad dissembler;
* the violent emotion she was in as he en-
tered was but too apparent, and naturally
excited-both surprive and curiosity. He
inquired whether any thing lrad happened.
te disturb her?—She faintly replied in
the negative, affecting, as she spoke, to
be looking for the books he inquired: for;
these, however, she could not find amengst
those that were lying on the table, and
suddenly reeollected, to her inexpressible
confusion, having deposited them on a
shelf irs the claset. What a dilemma !—
How eould she rofirse to-enter it for them ?
and:yet, how could she dare, asvare as she
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was of the unhappy consequences that
miglht. result from doing so? Involunta-
rily, however, on being obliged to confess
the books were within it, she advanced
towards the door; but, though her hand’
rested on the lock, she did not make an
effort to open it. '
Astonished at her manner, or rather
persuaded by it there was something
wrong, Mr. Stovendale suddenly put his
hand against the door, and ere she had’
power to prevent him, if indeed she would
have ventured to do so, pushed it open.
In mexpressxble dismay she was shrinking
back, when, to her equal joy and relief,
she found the prisoner flown: the win-
dow was low, and through this he had
effected his escape. ’
The immediate change in her counte-
nance, united to the circumstance of the
sash being raised, at once: convinced MTr.
Stovendale of the truth, namely, that she
had had some one concealed here, and of .
whose being Grandison he had not a doubt. "
With a look of mingled anger and con-
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tempt he directly retreated, and imme-
diately disclosed to Mrs. Stovendale the
dircumstance, bitterly reproaching her for
having allowed herself to be encumbered
with a stranger at such a time—¢ It might
easily have been. foreseen,” he exclaimed,
with the asperity to which he was now
but too much in the habit of yielding,
“ the .torment that would accrue from
taking a giddy headstrong young girl un-
der our care. Good God! it maddens me
to think that, through her means, a dis-
covery may take place that, of all others,
I wish to prevent. What a triumph for
the proud, the unfeeling, the implacable
Fitzossory, to find me so fallen'—and yet
what more likely, encouraged and con-
cealed as is his libertine heir here? But,
by earth! by heaven! I will not survive
any thing so humiliating to my feelings " .
striding across the room as he spoke, with
the look of a maniac; “ I advise you there-
fore; madam, to-do somethmg in tlme to
prevent it.”

Ms. Stovendale could not restram her
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tears.—* Oh, why, why,” -she cried, “ am
I reproached for having acted as feeling
and principle propefled ? You yourself
have allowed this unhappy girl had claims
upon mhe. Think not, however, I will’
allow any consideration for her to come
in competition with what I owe you. On
every account, I see the expediency of
her quitting this; beth to prevent what
you dread, and to save her from ruin, ’tis
absolutely requisite.”

Her teady aequiescence in his wishes
soothed the irritated mind of her hushand,
and oceasioned a renewal of all that grief
and repentance he ever felt, when conscious
of unkindness to: the faithful friend and
pattner of so many years of long-suffer-
ing. It was settled between them that
she should that very night return by the
boat with Fidelia for Dublin, for thé pur-
pose of seriding hev thehce to England, to
the temporary care of & person in the vici-
nity of the metropolis, till she could obtaih
her other and more permanent protection. -

From the mannet in whieh Mr. 8toven-
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dale had left her, Fidelia anticipated some-
thing very unpleasant from the circum-
stance above related, but that she should
be hurried away in such a manner from
E—— she had not an idea ; consequently,
“ when Mrs. Stovendale acquainted her with _
her intention, her surprise was unutterable.
But this was not all she felt ; her very soul
was shocked by the cold, the supercilious
manner in which Mrs. Stovendale ad-
dressed her, so indicative of displeasure
and contempt, and she was besides ago-
nized at the thought of quitting the place
without an opportunity of apprising her
mysterious friend of the eircumstance, and
thus retaining a hope of further commu-
nication with him. But, could the mea-
sure have possibly been still more unwel-
come to her, still would the persuasion to
which she imputed it have prevented a
remonstrance against it; to a conviction
of her giving improper encouragement to
Grandison she was certain it was owing,
and unable as she was to acquit herself of
this suspicion, she shrunk from hinting
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her unwillingness- ‘to it; besides, entirely
" dependent as she wis, pride no more than
delicacy would -permit her to solicit a
longer continuance where she was—a
lengthened .intrusion on kindness that
might already think she had encreached
too long on it. Yet not without bitter
© tears did she think of being repelled from
hearts that she had hoped had been opened
to receive and cherish her, or to have a
solitary home to seek again, or else one
unwarmed by any feeling of social chanty
“for her.

‘When a little recovered from the effect
of Mrs. Stovendale’s disclosure, she ven-
tured to .inquire whither she was about
being sent, for the secret purpose of in-
formmg the stranger, should chance favour
her again with an opporturiity of speaking
‘to him ere her departure. But the re-
quired information Mrs. Stovendale de-
clined giving, from an unjust suspicion of
her motive for desiring it, contenting her-
self with saying that she hoped. her con-
duct to her since their introduction to each
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otlier had been such that she could not
fear her not placing her m a proper si-
tuation. .-

“ Assuredly,” gratefully and warmly re-
plied Fidelia, “ I have every confidence
that is possible in you, dearest madam ;
but if, as a proof of it, T cease to press
the request I have just made, may I not
still, now that I understand a separation
is approaching, press to know to what
previous knowledge or interest the kind-
ness to which I am so indebted has been
owing ?”

Mrs. Stovendale coldly replied, that as
yet it was not in her power to gratify her
on that head; and then teling her the
sooner she commenced preparations for
her departure the better, immediately left
her.

« Still, still then,” said the agitated Fide-
lia, clasping her fair hands together, “ must
I remain the child of mystery as well as
sorrow. Oh, life! well mayest thou be
styled a pilgrimage, from what I have ex-
perienced of thee!” Olr! would the pe-
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‘riod ever amrive, in which, while on the
surfaece of the globe, a place of rest-would
be hers, with the security and comforts
of independence? ~ But the Being that
had upheld her-through so many dangers
still watched over her, and on Him, the
hope, the anchor of the wretched, she
placed her dependence.

Drying her fast-falling bears, she set
about her preparations; but often were
these interrupted by moumnful thoughts
and renewed agitation: her heart: clung,
she knew not why, to the old walls she
was about quitting; these walls, she was
but too well aware, Grandison still hovered
about, in expectation of seeing her—but
he would-see her' no more: a tear fell at

" the thought. Ok! why should it oceasion
one, traduced as he had been to her?—
But in vain had he been maligned—her

. heart involuntarily repelled the. scandal,
and did: that justice to him in secret which
she dared not. openly. If she acquitted
him of baseness, to whai motive.then was
she to impute- his :0 , erseveringly seeking.
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her? Ah! how, did her pulss flutter. at.
the reply !—and to the sudden thrill of -
glowing transport what a deathlike chill
sueceeded, at the thought that her en-
forced avoidance of him might perhaps
have prevented her being then one of the
most enviable ‘of her sex! RBut scarcely
~ had the thought accurred ere she shyunk

from it, as one too full of vanity to be
dwelt on—yes, to some less flattering mo-
tive was owing his seeking her, but cer-
tainly, most certainly, not.to one upwor-
'thy of either.

Gladly wonld she have avoided engoun- .
taring the severe and indignant glances of’
M. Stovendale again, but as there was no
pretext for this, she was compelled to en-
dure them. Open rebuke she would haye
preferred to ‘the supercilious manger in
which he, now treated her—a manner that
rendered but teg clear what was passing
in his mind, And must she for ever be
the victim of embarrassing cifcumstances ?
she wondered, Ingenuous in her nature,
alike. incapable and abhorrent of decep-
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tion, how was she grieved to think that
through one means or other, she was still
placed in predicaments that rendered an
air of mystery unavoidable, and thus con-
tinually exposed her to strictures and mis-
conceptions revolting to every feeling !—
But to suffer seemed to be her lot, and she
tried to resign “herself to what seemed in- -
. evitable.

The striking of the mldmght hour was
the signal. for departing; as Fidelia rose
to obey-it, the feelings of Mr. Stovendale
became a little softened, and involuntarily
extending his hand, he bade God bless her.
Not unaffected was Fidelia by this return-
ing Kindness; as she attempted to thank
~him for all she had received from him, her

voice-faltered, and tears gushed from her.
Dark and dismal was the hour—a few
dull stars alone twinkled in the firma-
ment. They stood some time on the cold
bleak bank of the canal ere the .arrival of
the boat; at length” the splashing of the
water announeed its approach,- and pre-
sently after they beheld the gleaming of
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the hights within it on the dark surface. .
A few minutes sufficed to place them

* within it, and the next morning they ar- .
rived in safety at their destination.

CHAPTER IL

““‘“ﬂm“"
.

’v
S

"« He ofter honour hunts—1I after lpve ;
He leaves his friends, to dignify them more—
I leave myself, my friends, and all, for love.”

TuroueH the spies he had upon every
movement of the inmates of the Castle,
Walter was early apprised, the next day,
of the departure of Fidelia, and lost no
time in communicating the same to-Gran-
dison, with- a hope of i#s being the means
of his quitting a neighbourhood he had s
many reasons for being anxious to get him
from. The rage of Grandison at his infor-
mation way unutterable, heightened as it
was by the positive assurance of Ber bemg
VoL HE’ c
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sent out of the way entirely on his ac-
count. But the stratagem, he was deter-
mined, should not avail. As soon as able
to collect himself a little, he decided on
seeing Mr. Stovendale, and not quitting
him till he had extorted a confession from
him of the place to which she was re-
moved, that thus he might be enabled to
make an effort to rescue her from her pre-
sent situation: . This intention, however,
he did not avow to his companion, whose
arguments relative to her had latterly be-
come extremely tiresome to him: in pur-
suance-of it, he went out by himself, and
hastening to the Castle, demanded to see
Mr. Stovendale.

According to the instructions she had
received, if any stranger inquired for him,
the servant who answered the door denied
his being at home; but her manner so
clearly betrayed her uttering a falsehood,
‘that Grandison unhesitatingly accused her
of it, with a declaration that he would not
quit that spot till he had seen her master.
The altercation that ensued reached the
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ears of Stovendale: cautiously opening
the door of the apartment where he was
seated to listen, he soon ascertained, from
what be overheard, the name of the person
thus intent on seeing him. Propelled by
feelings he could not control, he immedi- .
ately stepped forward—those savage feel-
ings of indignation that had so studiously
been excited in his mind against his first-
born, by the cruel deception that had been
practised on him; but when he actually
beheld him-—the son of his sainted Eva,
the being whom her last faltering accents
blessed—what a revulsion did they not
‘experience !—anger, resentment, indigna;
tion—all gave way to the workings of na-
ture ; and, but for the suggestions of pride,
he probably would have betrayed himself:
shrinking from the idea of this, he con-
tented himself with merely gazing, while,
paleand trembling with emotion, he caught
at a banister for support.

Grandison did not immediately percewe
lum, but when he did, hastily passing the

c2
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. secvant—“ Mr. Stovendhl’e, I presumef?"
he said. :
Stevendale shghtly bowed .

: “ My business with you is brief, su‘.
pursued Grandison, yet not without a
little softening of the lmughty and arro-
gant manner in which he had at first ad-
- dvessed him, so very different in expres-
_ sien of countensnce and elegance of air
did he find; him, froms the kind of being he
had, through. various. cincumstanees,. pic- -
tured Him: to his. imagination; “ X' mevely:
come to obtain the addvess of Miss Haw-
thorn, fonleamingwlﬁchlhavethemost
urgent motive.”

. % No doubt, - sir,” answered Stovendtde,
recovering from his recent. emotion, -and:
gradually relapsing into: all those angry
feelings that had so long pervaded his -
soml against him; “ but as I have am
equally powerful one for concealing it, -
you must excuse my giving the desired

" information.” |
- % No, by Heaven!” exclaimed Goandi- -

. son, kindling into fary at the sneer with
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which this was uttered—* I demand, I
-insist upon obtaining what I require.”

"« And for this urgency could you ex-
plain the motive ?”

“ Oould 1'!'—yes, with readiness.”

" % Indeed !—well, you surprise me not a
Iittle. I will not, however, put your can-,
dour to so painful a test. Here you will
not obtain what you wish; you must ex-
cuse, therefore, any longer conference on
the subject, ‘especially as I am now part:i-
cularly engaged »

“ Hold, sir!” cried Grmdlson, stridmg
forward, and interpesing between him and
the door he was about entering; “ we part
not so hastily. If you wish not to confirm
all I previously thought, you will not
deny me the information I solicit.”

“ Where our own surmiges are unfi- ,
vourable, we care little about those that
are formed of us. Retire, sir, and learn
that the person you are now addressing
has not been accustomed to the voice of
insolence or pampered prosperity.”

The barrieron each side was now broken,
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.-and all was invective and reproach. Im-
puting to the most unworthy motives his
denying him the information he solicited,
Grandison had no hesitation in uttering
what he thought ; and forgetting that the
accusation was made in utter ignorance of
the connexion between them, Stovendale
could no longer eontrol the fury of his
soul—all that had been engendered there-
against his first-born now burst forth in

-terms of the bitterest reproach—the ima-
gined injuries of another he made a pre-
. text for resenting his own equally ima-

_ gined ones—in a word, he said every thing’

that passion could dictate, every thing that
he thought could work upon the haughty
feelings of the other (a horrible idea hav-
ing suggested itself to him, namely, that -
of provoking his son to a measure that
might eventially render him the instru-
ment of ridding him of an existence no
longer supportable, and of entailing at the
same time upon himself everlasting re-
morse, such as he conceived he ought to
feel); beyond endurance he goaded ‘the -
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feelings of Grandison, and, even if his pa-
tience as a man could have allowed him
to bear his railings unprovoked, the ho-
nour of a soldier would not permit it.
‘When, therefore, Stovendale followed up
his taunts by sneeringly telling him there
was a way in which he could obtain re-
dress for them, he caught at the idea, for-
getting, in the rage to which he was
wrought, the light in which he had pre-
viously regarded his opponent—a light
that should have made him disdain to
meet him on a footing of equality, and
fiercely demanded a meeting the ensuing
day.

A kind of savage exultation pervaded
-the soul of Stovendale at the success of-
his plan; whilst he joyed to think of be. -
ing shortly in all probability freed from an
existence now hateful to him from his al-
tered state, he joyed still more at the idea
of the ample revenge he should now obtain
for the apparently-unnatural conduct of
his eldest son. Insensible as he had hither-
" to appeared to his claims upon him, he
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could not believe him so lost to feeling as
not to think with lasting horror and -shud-
dering of having shed, though innoeently,
it was true, the blood of a parent: in
dwelling on all he would suffer in the
fearful moment of discovery, in antici-
pating this moment of exquisite revenge,
all else was forgotten—all reflection, all
consideration for the feelings of others—
what his unhappy wife would endure at
this dreadful termination of their union—
the aggravated grief his death in such a
manner must occasion to Hastings.

"The hour and place were quickly fixed,
and the moment they parted he sped to
engage a careless kind of being, whom he
had met twice or thrice at Dr. Grafton’s,
- 'and who, he knew, would ask him no
more questions than he chose to answer,
for his seeond ; while Grandison, hastening -
back to the inn, revealed to Walter all
that had occurred, and demanded of him
to attend him the next morning im the-
same capacity. For a moment Walter
hesitated to reply~—~there was something
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s0 horrible in the idea of letting the son
unconsciously endanger the life of the pa-
rent, that, callous and unprincipled as he:
was, he still shrunk from the thought;
but when bhe reflected on the happy con-
sequences that might accrue to kimself
should Grandison fall in the combat, his
hesitation was over, and he consented to
do as he wished.

. At the appointed hour the adversanes
met. The interval had not been passed
without feelings being awakened in the
mind of Stovendale, that, had he yielded
to them, would have made him shrink
from the measure he had provoked; but,
either to allow' himself to be considered a
dastard, or else confess himself, without
some triumph over his son, was not en-
durable, and accordingly he persevered.
Yet, as his eyes again became involunta-
rily fixed on the countenance of Grandi-
son, again his resolution nearly faltered,
so strong a resemblance did he traee in it,
to the departed Eva. Oh God! was this

¢8 »
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the return due for all she had suffered
through his means, to curse, to fix an in-
delible stigma on her son? But it was
-too late to retract—there were witnesses
present. The ground was measured—the
signal for firing was given. The ball of
Grandison hit his father in the arm, but
his father’s was fired in the air. He dropt -
at the instant, but entirely through the
overpowering feelings he had been en-

during. On perceiving this, Grandison

involuntarily flung away his weapon, and

hurried to his assistance. A kind of dead-

ly sickness had by this time pervaded his

frame, which attributing to his wound, he
concluded it mortal; accordingly, as Gran-

dison stooped to assist his second in rais-

ing him from the ground—¢ Parricide! I

am revenged !” he cried, turning his appa-

rently closing eyes upon him—<“ I am

your father!” and fainted away.

“ Good God! what does he mean?”
was the wild exclamation of the -asto-
nished Grandison at this assertion: but
vainly he demanded—the second could
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- not ‘tell, and Walter, it must be super-
fluous to say, would not. At length, find-
mg he could not obtain any satisfaction
here, he assisted the former in bearing
him to the Castle, which was at no great
distance, while Walter, under the pretext
of procuring immediate aid, hurried on
before them, but in reality to hide hi¢
guilty confusion, and avoid interrogations

" that made him tremble. But no such aid
as he pretended he quitted them to pro-
cure ‘was obtained till a messenger was
dispatcheﬂ from the Castle.

The arrival of Dr. Grafton elucidated
all that Grandison required to know. On-

.acquainting him with what the now-in-
sensible Stovendale had asserted, he briefly
assured him he had asserted but what was:
correct, as, from the particulars he had

“learned respecting him, he was able to do;
at-the same time expressing his. astonish-
ment at Grandison’s own avowed igno-
rance of .those particulars, and wonder at
the recent affair; acquainted as was one of
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‘the parties with their connexion to each
other.
- But on neither head could Grandison
now give him any satisfaction—he was
absolutely bewildered with horror and sur-
‘prise; the wound which but a moment
‘before he had considered as trifling, he -
now magnified to one of mortal magni-
* tude; he sickened at the sight of the blood,
and could with difficulty preserve himself
from fainting. But when the examination
of the wound gave him to understand there-
was nothing to fear—~when Dr. Grafton
solemnly assured him he scarcely thought
" more of it than he should of one inflicted
by his lancet, how great, how unutterable
‘was his ecstacy !—tears of gratitude gushed
‘from his manly eyes, and piously bending
his knee to the floor, he returned thanks
‘to Heaven for being saved the horror of
-thinking he was the destroyer of his pa-
‘rent.

1t was at this moment the eyes of ‘Sto-
-vendale reopened. The look, the attitude
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of Grandison, so expressive of all he felt,
were resistless—the impulse of nature
could no longer be suppressed—he fell
upon his neck, and as he strained him to
his breast, invoked the choicest blessings
of Heaven on him. This emotion, while
it heightened Grandison’s, added to his
" astonishment at what had recently passed.
The explanation he demanded filled his
father with confusion; but it was not to
be avoided—he had committed himself
too completely not to be compelled te be
explicit. Acoordingly the person who had
acted as his second having previously with-

o dri\v'm, he proceeded, before Dr. Grafton,

to acknowledge both his motive for not
revealing himself to- his son, and for en-
deavouring to provoke him to the recent
-meeting.

. Grandison shuddered.— Good God i
he involuntarily exclaimed, “ how could
a father’s heart meditate entailing such a
.curse upon a son !”

. “ How!” repéated Stovendale reproach
fully, half kindling into resentful passion;
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-% but did that son ever act as one? did
he ever acknowledge the claims of a fa-
ther upon his feelings? did he ever seek
the paternal home, to evince the duty
and affection of a son?”

“ No,” returned Grandison, warmly;
“ but why ? because I was led to believe,
from the cruel silence and neglect of that
father relative to me, that in that home I
should have been considered as a stranger
—that T should have been repelled and
repulsed from it as an intruder. God is
my witness, that.the first, the earliest
yearnings of my heart were towards it;
but these persuasions interdicted my yield-
ing to them.”

“ We have both then been most bar-
barously deceived,” cried his father ; and
he entered into a particular account of the
many efforts he had made to see, or hear,
at least, from time to time, of him, and
which he had persevered in till assured
by the earl it was his (Grandison’s) own
‘wish to-have no intercourse with him, in
consequence of the second connexion he
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had formed. * But I see—I see how it
was,” he added.-“ a cruel and selfish pe-
licy made him dread our having any com-
munication.”

Grandison feared it was as he asserted;

and grieved was he to his innermost soul
at the thought, wishing, as he did, to feel
nothing but unqualified reverence and re-
spect for the being to whom he owed such
obligations as he did to his grandfather.
‘But he trusted the future would make
atonement for the past—that the repre.
sentation of the catastrophe that was so
near being occasioned by the deceptions
that had been practised would not only
prevent any further restrictions on his in-
tercourse with his family, but obtain for
him the power of aiding him in his pre-
sent embarrassments. Full of this hope,
he decided on an immediate return to
Rock Fort.

His motive for this decxsxon requlred
no explanation. His father (all the feel-
ings of a father now awakened in his bo-

-som for him) knew not how to part with
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“him; but the expediency of his being
himself the person to explain to the emrl
all that had lately occurred, in order to

prevent any misconstruction or misrepre- -

sentation, was too evident to allow of his
yielding to the feelings that would have
hindered his departure.

Again assured that the wound in his
“arm was so slight that a second bandage
would scarcely be requisite for it, after a

long conference, Grandison took what he = -

hoped would be but a short leave of him,
and hastening back to the inn to give or-
ders for his immediate departure, was not

a little surprised to find, instead of Wal-’

ter, a letter from him, stating that, on his
return thither, he had found a letter await-
ing him from the earl, which so earnestly
urged his being in another quarter with-
out further delay, that he was fain to de-
part without seeing him again,
Grandison could not help thmkmg this
very extraordinary, that, under the cir-
cumstances in which he had left him, he
should have thought of departing without
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seeing him again, at least for an instant;
but as yet he knew not how to suspect
him, and accordingly soon ceased to dwell
on the subject.

He quickly set out, but the speed with
which he wished to travel was prevented
by the season; the roads in many places
were flooded, and almost in every diree-
tion impediments thrown in his way. At
length, hewever, he reached Rock Fort;
but the evil spirit had been there before
him: the guilty consciousness of Walter
made him not only dread being liable to his-
further interrogations, but deem it abso--
lutely expedient that he should be before- -
hand with him in- explaining to the earl
what had lately occurred : this be did by
a wilful and absolute misrepresentation of
facts. But to trace him through the laby-
rinth of falséhood he invented would be
tiresome; suffice it, he suoceeded in per- ,
suading the.earl that, instead of being the
means of bringing Grandisen dowmn to
E——, he had found him there, owing,
as he discovered by chance, to an intima-

/
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‘tion from his father of its being at present
his abode; and that the whole of what he
~was about hearing from the former was.a
fabrication, invented for the purpose of
working upon his feelings through the
.medium of horror and remorse. -
Lord Fitzossory was both surprised and

’ ~ shocked at Grandison’s beinf capable. of

any deceptian; he scarcely knew, how-
ever, how to regret the circumstance, fur-
-nishing him-as it did with an excuse to
his own mind for still interdicting his cor-
respondence with his family. But though
- he longed to give utterance to the indig-
nation it excited, it was decided, on Wal-
ter’s account, who contrived to see him in
.such a manner as prevented any one else.
knowing of his sudden return to Rock
. Fort, that he should appear utterly un-
apprised of it. o
But extreme agitation seldom allows.
us to be on our guard: more than once,
during the statement of Grandison, sudden
_bursts of indignation almost led the for-
mer to believe some one had been before-
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hand with him in detailing facts, Could
Walter be acting a double part ?—but no
—he inquired, and was assured he had not
returned since his departure some time be-
fore on business, neither had the earl re-
cently received any letter. At length the
earl, collecting himself, came to a decision
—W hether he credited or did not credit
what he had stated, he would not, he de-
clared, say; but this he would, that either
he must give up him or else his father, as
he never would sanction his ‘intercourse
with a man so; utterly- unworthy and un-
deserving the name of parent. -If the for-
mer, were his decision, the world would
justify him for punishing such base ingra-
titude and dereliction from filial duty, by
estranging from him all that was in his
power to alienate.

Grandison was in a cruel dilemma: vain
were arguments, entreaties, and remon-
-strances; he was called upon to decide,
but how could he obey the imperative
command—how bring himself to renounce
the being who, from unceasing affection
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and waning years, had such claims upon

. him——a father, situated as his was—a fa-

ther, of whose ever feeling for him as a.
- parent should, he had now no doubt? He
implored some time for deliberation : in-
dignantly it was granted. "But in vain bhe
weighed the'opposing claims of gratitude
and nature, and ere he had eome, or rather
could think of comiing to any decision, a_
letter arrived from Dr. Grafton, acquunt-
ing him with the death of his father,
through a fever which had for some time
- been lurking in his veins, and which the
regent dreadful agitation of his mand had
brought to a orisis.

. This of course put an end to any further
~ argument with his grandfather: he alone -
could have come in any competition with
the duty he conceived he owed bim. Aec-
cordingly, as soon as he had a little reco-
vered from the shock it occasioned his
feelings, he contented himself with a mere
message of condolence through Dr, Graf-
ton to the survivors, prevented at present
from any thing more hy the prejudice ex-
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cited against them by the artful machina-
tions of the unprincipled Walter.

fad ol 2 g

CHAPTER IIL

 Friend. to the wretch whom every friend forsakes,
I woo, thes, Death | * In fancy’s fairy paths
Let the gay songster rove, and gently trill
The strain of empty joy.” "

Mzs. Stevendale, whose stay in Dublin.
was prolonged by her determination not
to quit it till she had obtained proper eon-
voy for Fidelia to England, was not a little: -
shocked, en her teturn to E——, to find
her husband in a state that allowed him
to kmow her but at intervals. Dr. Graf
ton did not attempt to hide the danger
he was in-from her; and accordingly she
lost no time in summoning her son, whem -
she had hitherto, under various pretexts,
contrived; to keep off from visiting thenx
there, aware they eould not meet without
a dreadfu) explanation taking plsce.
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‘But though her summons was promptly
- obeyed, Hastings arrived too late to re-
ceive the last sigh of his penitent father;
the looks of the shrinking domesties at
once announced the dismal fact, and ex-
cited feelings that nearly overcame him. .
Desiring his mother to be cautiously in-
formed of his arrival, he proceeded to the
chamber of ‘death, to give vent to them.
With all his faults, Mr. Stovendale had
ever been the tenderest and most affec-
tionate of parents, and deep and intense
was the consequent affliction of his son;
with quivering lips he kissed his marble
 forehead, and dewed his ashy lips with
the gushing tears of filial sorrow.

From the indulgence of these natural
feelings he was roused by a summons. to
his mother. Her arms expanded to re-
ceive him, but for a few minutes a burst
of sorrow prevented utterance. Convinoed
then that the longer she delayed the ago-
nizing “disclosure she had to meke, the
more distressing she should find it, she
proceeded to inform him of the additional
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cause he had for grief—of all, in short,
which ‘he had before only suspected—the
entire ruin the fatal indiscretion of his
father had brought upon them.—* But
oh, my Hastings " she cried, with clasped
- hands and gushing tears, “ think not too
hardly of him !—let the assurance of his
deep repentance atone for -his errors, and
obtain your love for his memory
 How unnecessary these supplications to
such a heart as his, ever more prone to
forgive than resent, and whose affection
for his parents was. incorporated with his
being! Yet, though it was not in his na- .
ture to dwell with the acmnony of resent-
ment on the conduct of his erring father, .
he could not but deprecate it, and secretly
wonder at the infatuation that had led
to it.

The shock of this painful disclosure a
Jittle subsided, Mrs. Stovendale proceeded
to state that, as far as she could gather
from the disordered state of their affairs,
_ a few: hundreds, depending on the honour
of an indjvidual to pay, were all they had
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to depend on, creditots. being in possession
of every other part of the property. ’
The very soul of Hastings was chilled
by this statement: acutely as he must
have felt the overthrow of the flattering
hopes and expectations in which he was
- educated, yet still faint wag what he en-
dured’ on his own aceount to what he
felt on his mother's; to- have her- exposed:
- to puvatwns, to inselence, to want per-
haps, was more than he -could think of
without agony. Was there no hope to
cling to for her? Oh no—the only being -
they had a right to look to in this hour
of calamity, his brother, had long since
evinced that they must not consider him
as a relative; and, if they had previounsly
doubted such being his wish, would not
the cold, the formal-compliment of condo.
lence réceived that moming at the Castle
bave confirmed it? Indignation and grief
alike assailed his heart as he dwelt on i ;
alternately the paleness of one was sue.’
ceeded: by the crimson glow of the other.
~“ @oodiGod ! how could he have given
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utterance to any thing so cold, so repel-
ling? But his wishes shall be complied
with,” he exclaimed, with the bitter smile
of lacerated pride and feeling; “ no woe,
no want, no suffering, shall ever induce
me to seek a knowledge of him; if ever
we know each other, it shall be but by
chance.” :

But what a cruel aggravation of wretch-

edness, to think he had so near a relative .

without being allowed to consider him in
the light of one! Denied this consolation,
the greatest that suffering can experience,
that of having the sympathy and advice it
.conceives it has a right to claim, he felt
scarcely able to resist the influence of de-
spair; but his feelings as a son made him
struggle against it; he was sensible that
on him his mother now relied for all the
comfort she was capable of, and on her
account he struggled with his feelings.

It is here requisite to observe, that of
the knowledge his father and Grandison
had acquired of each other he remained

VOL. IIL D
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-utterly ignorant; Stovendale had become

so impressed with ‘the atrociousness of
what he had meditated, that, shuddering
at the idea of .its being known gither to
his wife.or son, he had extorted a solemn
promise:from the few who had the power
of giving -any mformatlon on the subject,

~ to conceal, at least for the present, all that

had occurred during the absence of the

. former. Thus nothing was known to either

that eould prevent their forming the most
injurious opinion concerning Grandison.

. In due time the funeral of the erring
Stovendale took place: real grief shuns

" - observation; Mrs. btovendale therefore Te- -

sisted the:feeling that urged her to accom-
paiy-his remains to-the grave ; but nothing
eould prevent her visiting the mournful

. spotithe next day ; towards its decline she

proceeded thither with Hastings. In ago-.
ny she wept over:it; the feelings she had
so long tried to stem:and confine within
her bosom now burst forth with violence.
‘Was their union .then dissolved—the.fond
tie that had so long bound them ito -each
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other rent- asunder? -The very anxieties
it had been the means of occasioning her
had perhaps but added to her attachment
for him, by causing a degree of pity to be
mingled with the other feelings he in-
spired. At Jlength, utterly helpless and
exhaugted, she fell upon the bosom of
Hastings.

To canvey her home was his immediate .
wish, but without assistance he felt this to
be impossible, and how to obtain it he
knew not, not a cabin being in sight. In
the midst of this dilemma, while vainly
endeavounng to sooth and revive her, a
young man, in mourning as deep as his
own, stepped forward from a shaded part
of the churchyard, and begged he might.
be allowed to render him the assistance
he requlred. With a grateful acknowledg-
ment for his kindness, Hastmgs readily
accepted his services.

By the time she had. reached the Castle,,
~ Mrs. Stovendale had a little recovered her-

self, and, grateful for the attention she had.
D2 -
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received, united with Hastings in entreat-
ing the stranger to stop a little while andt
partake of the refreshment that was bring-
ing in. He consented, and the preposses-
sion inspired by his humanity was not
lessened by his looks or manner: his per-
son was of a description that could not be
seen without admiration; his countenance
was pale, but lovely, and his mamner in-
dicative of a mind at once feeling .and
elegant.’ ‘

- While conversing, Dr. Grafton entered.
The stranger was the first person his eyes
encountered, and he started at beholding:
him; but quickly recovering from the
" emotion his seeing him there had evi-
dently excited, he fmmediately accosted
him, with something like an air of fami-
liarity, by the name of Auberville. The
doctor’s knowledge of him gave the mourn-
ers an opportunity of having the curiosity
he had excited gratified; he was a person,
the doctor said, unacquainted in the neigh-
bourhood, but whose connexions were per-
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feetly known to him, and who had come
there on a very melancholy errand.

That Mrs. Stovendale should now re-
turn to England was absolutely expedient,
but to do so in less than a few days was
impossible. Dwuring these a perfect inti-
macy took place with Auberville—every
day added to the predilection his new
friends had conceived for him; there was
semething so warm-hearted, so ingenuous
in his manner, that Hastings’s chief con-
solation was derived from conversing with
him, and even the languid spirits of Mrs.
Stovendale were cheered when he was by.

“ Oh, had I such a brother " once burst
from the lips of Hastings, after listening
to some advice from him relative to mili-
tary matters, evidently dictated by the
warmest interest in his affairs.

“ Have you not a brother?” asked
Auberville.

“ Yes—oh yes,” answered Hastings,
impatiently kindling with resentful feel-
ings, and hastily rising from his chair,
“ but—-—
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“ But only nominally,” ssid Dr. Graf-
ton, who was present, -finishing the sen-
tence for him; * colonel Grandison; as far
as I could learn, has never acted as one.”

-« On this subject pray, pray, my dear
doctor, - forbear;” said Mrs. Stovendale’
“ you know not how it would griéve meé
to have any prejudice excited against
colonrel Grandisor: on our aecount—both
‘on account of his father and mother it
would pain me, for the latter was amongst
any best and dearest ftiends.” :

“ You are generous, madam,” said Au-

berville, ¢ to allow such recollections to
prevent your censuring ‘here you consi-
der it due.”
.o« Perhaps -80,” réturned Mrs. Stoven:
dale; “ but not more so, I am strre, than
my son; his warm feelings, of evurse, make
him regret not meeting answering feelifigs
__ in return in the bosom of so near a relative:
But to expose him to anpleasant’ anintad-
version on that account would, I know,
be most ‘painiful to him.”

The day previous to her departure, Dr.
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Grafton called early, and, after a little
prefacing, said that Auberville having;
through one means or-other, learned how
unkappily she was then sitvated, had de:
puted him to entreat that, till the arrange-
ment of her affairs, she would aceept the
accommodation of a ¢ottage he had un-
occupied “in the vicinity of the metros
polis. ‘

Mrs. Stovendale felt truly grateful for
this kind offer, but still both ske and Has-
tings shrunk from accepting such an obli~
gation from a person so recently known
to them; they accordingly entreated the
doctor te decline it for them, ‘but in such
a manner as should not hurt his feelings. :

That he executed his commission déx-

. terously they could not demny, and how.

ever grieved he might be at the rejection
of kis offer, ne indication of being offended
by it appeared in his manner.

A correspondence was settled between
him and Hastings.—“ L,” cried he, « like
you, have to regret the coldness and
estrangement of near conmexions, and
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consequently seek for a friend to-supply
their place to me.”

Midway between Holyhead and Lon-
don, Mrs. Stovendale stopped at a farm-
. house, the mistress of which had once
been a dependent of hers, with an inten-
tion of remaining there till the arrange-
ment of her affairs; but Hastings speeded
on: from the inspection of his father's
papers, he conceived that a Mr. Bryerly
would be a very likely person to assist
him in the recovery of all that he could
now claim of the property of the deceased,
and -accordingly, as soon as he arrived in
town, he waited on him, 'to solicit his aid
in the matter.

- This Mr. Bryerly was no éther than the
one already known to our readers. By
dexterous management he had been en-
abled to turn the sharp corner with which
‘he had come in contact, and with his
family was again reinstated in a handsome
house, in a fashionable street in the me-
tropolis.

He: readnly acceded to the request of
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Hastings, and riot only this, but pressed
him, as long as he remained in town, to
consider his house as his home. Hastings
felt truly grateful for his kindness; but,
had he been able to penetrate the motive
whence it sprung, disgust, not gratitude,.
would have been his predominant feeling
at it. Mr. Bryerly indeed was of the fa-
mily of the Surfaces, and most generally
had  other ‘motives for his actions than
those he chose to avow: in every thing
he did, he had his own interest in view;
not a step did he take, not a project did
he form, that had not this consideration
in view. By chanee he had become inti-
mately acquainted with the late- Mr. Sto-
vendale, and, from the consequence he
had known the family to be of, could not
help being delighted at the opportunity:
.that now occurred of becoming acquainted,
with the son, conceiving, from his igno-
rance of the entire ruin that had befallen.
Mr. Stovendale, that in some way or other-
he should be benefited by the circum-
28 R
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stance. Hence the reddiness with which
he promised his solicited services to Has:
tings, and hence the warmth of his man.
ner to him., But such was the dejectioni
of Hastings’s mind, that not even this
had power to induce him to become 4
‘visitor at his house, till chance discovered
to him that it contained a being most m._
teresting to his feelings.

The ruin which, by artful manceus
vring, Mr. Dundorfald had long staved off;
at length overwhelmed him—:His house
-3topped payment; and to avoid the first
burst of the storm this must excite, he
elandestinely and precipitately left ———zs
with . Albina, without explaining to her
his motives for this procedure till they
had crossed to the other kingdom. The-
explanation he then gave was, in its
astounding effect, like an unexpected clap
of thunder; and not even filial piety could
have restrained her from reproaching hiin
for the cruel treachery he now betrayed
having practised on her unfortunate grand-
father and grandmother, but. the state she
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saw him in—he was indeed tortured to
the quick; to retrieve the past he saw
impossible, and after so long lording it
over even the lordly, and revelling in all
the luxuries of life, it was more than hé
could bear. The distraction of his mind
brought on a feverish complaint, but not
all the tears or supplications of Albina
could induce him to stop in his way to
the metropolis, for the purpose of paying
some attention to his Itealth, so great was
his dread of being traced by some of
his enraged creditors; they aceordingly
proceeded to it with all possible expedi-
tion; but by the time they reached it, he
was in a state that precluded all further
exertion ; all he was able to do was to ap-
prise Mr. Bryerly, with whom, in the
course of his ‘transactions with the army,.
he had become intimate, of his- arrival,
and to entreat his services om this distress-
_ ing occasion.

" Mr. Bryerly readily obeyed this. sum-
mons, and to his attentions and those of
his family it was perhaps alone owing that
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~ Albina was saved from sinking into the

grave after her father, when, in the course
of a few days, by being bereaved of him,
she found herself bereaved of the only
person whom she could at this exact pe-
riod look to for protection. But not to
the humane motives she ascribed it to
was the attention she now received from
Mr. Bryerly and his family: from his
knowledge of the affairs of the deceased,
Mr. Bryerly could not avoid imagining
that considerable property must still re-
main for his family; and to this per--
suasion, and the belief that the illustrious
connexions Dundonald so often proudly

- boasted of would be grateful for any kind-

ness shewn her at this distressing. period,
were entirely owing his attentions to her,
and bringing her to his house immediately
after the performance of the last duues for
the departed.

Here a surprise awaited her that had a
sootbing effect upon her agitated mind;
for what, in the hour of affliction, so effi-
cacious as the sight of a being we truly
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love ?>—here, to her inexpressible surprise,
she found Fidelia—the beloved friend and
companion, from whom neither malice nor
detraction had been able to alienate her
regard. But to account for Fidelia being
again under the roof of beings from whom
she had experienced such persecution must

now be necessary.

/ -

CHAPTER 1V.

Ll a2 2 2 g

¢ But chief my fear the dangers mov'd
That virtue's path inclose;
My heart the wise pursuit approv'd,
- But, oh, what toils oppose I

As already stated, Mrs. Stovendale had
decided on not leaving Dublin till she
had provided proper protection for Fide-
tia to London; by indefatigable exertions
she at length learned that a highly-respect-
able tradeswoman was about proceeding
there, and to her immediately got herself
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introduced, for the purpose of obtaining
her care so far for her.

W hat she requested was readily granted*
but unlucky incidents often counteract our
wishes and intentions: Fidelia with her
. companion had scarcely reached Howth
ere an express overtook them, to inform
the latter that one of her children had met
with an accident just after her quitting
home, that rendered it absolutely expe-
dient she should return thither directly.

~ This necessity placed Fidelia in a most

distressing dilemma : should she return to

Dublin, there was no one there to réceive
" her, at the moment of taking leave of Mrs.
~ Stovendale, a chaise being at the door to
reconvey her back to E——; yet, to un-
dertake such a journey as that to London
by herself, was even terrific to her imagi-
nation. To remain in Dublin by herself,
however, for any time, was not to be
thought of; and equally impossible was

it, after what had occurred there, to follow

Mirs. Stovendale to E——. After a little
further hesitation, therefore, she decided

—
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en embarking, trying to subdue the agita-
tion occasioned by the decision, by the
eonsideration of the expedition with which
the journey would be performed, and her
having & certain place to go to at its ter
mihation.

The passage was short, and, purposely
confined to her birth during the whole of
it, she avoided all notice and observation
that might have embarrassed: her.

Immediately after landing, she was in.
formed of a vacant place in a coach just
setting off for 8hrewsbury, and without
hesitation secured it. The other. passen.
gers were just what she wished to meet
with—quiet and respectable; and so far .
6n her journey she advanced without any
thing disagreeable. :

She slept here, but was not a little dis-
composed by finding her being able to re-
sume her journey the next morhing very
uncertain. While at breakfast, a coach for
London arrived; but on her starting up
to see whether there was a vacant seat, to
her inexpressible distress she saw it com-
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pletely filled by a family party, as she dis-
covered by the conversation that ensued-
between them, on their alighting to break-
. fast, in the room where she was. It con-
sisted of a fat mother—three grown-up
daughters, in as good condition as the
" mamma—a maiden aunt, as lean and as
lank as the lay-brother in the opera of the
Duenna, but, to judge from the fierceness
of hér eyes, making up in spirit what she "
wanted in flesh—and a gawky son, bear-
ing a strong resemblance to the personifi-
cation given of master Abel in the Honest
Thieves.
While intent on the refreshments be-
fore them, Fidelia stole out to solicit the
- interference of some one in the house with
the coachman. The coachman readily pro-
mised he would do all in his power to get
her accommedated, though his coach had .
already its limited number of passengers ;
accordingly, as soon as the party were
again seated, or rather stowed within it,
he preferred his petition for her.—* The -
,poor young lady,” he said, “ seems sadly
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hampered to get up to town, and I am
sure such a slight thing as she is might
readily be packed in one of these here
corners.”

“ You are sure!” exclaimed the lady-
mother—* Well, if this isn’t too bad—
going to stiver us up with a seventh per-’
son! Why, though it's winter weather,
if I am not melting away like a pound of
butter in the dog-days!” fanning herself
as she spoke with a paper bag.

“ A pretty thing indeed!” vomferated
the daughters.

“ I tell you what, mother,” cried the
son, struggling forward from the back of
the coach, against which his sisters had
absolutely wedged him, “ whether you
Iet her in or not, I'll get out and ride on
the top till dusk; for the girls are so fat,
they swelter me so, I can bear it on no
account no longer.”

“ You will, numskull!” said the aunt.
“ So I suppose we shall have a broken
* head for to pay for?”

“ Well, and what then? It's not Skin.
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flint that will have to pay for the mendmg
of it.”

. “ Hold your tongue, Dick,” eried the
mother, “ or T'll surely give you a box
~en the ear. I don’t care nothink about
your riding atop till dusk.—But harkee;
Mr. Coachman, he’s not te give up his
place for nothing; if he does, this young
person who wants it so badly must pay
for it, and he only be charged ag ah owat-
side.”

« To be sure, mistress—I warrant she’ll
be agreeable to any thing you choese;>
not a little pleased to have. carried his
point, and beckoning Fidelia to advance. .

But not all the patience she had evineed
during this argument had had the effect
of producing the smallest interest for her;
though she consented to pay the full pricé
for her accommeodation, and in reality only
got what another would not keep, she was
conisidered as an intruder, one on whem an
obligation had been conferred, and who,
therefore, might be treated as they pleased.
But, though absolately pent up so she
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could not move, her thankfulness at hav-
ing got a place, and being with a party
from: which she had nothing to fear, was
too great to permit any symptoms of dis-
satisfaction ; she was given indeed to un-
derstand that people who come on chance
must be content to be squeezed, and that
first come was first served, all the world -
over:

At length they stopt for dnmer, a meal
Fidelia was astonished. they could require;
from the manner in which theéy had been
chiefly employed since quifting. Shrewss -
bury ; they did ample justice to it, how.
ever, but without bestowing the smallest
notice on the:dejected stranger, master
Dicky excepted, whose eyes, .as he lifted
them from time to time from his. plate, in
the elegant act of picking a bene, began
to pay her some flattering compliments.
At length an exclamation of thankfulness
from the mother, for a good dinner, broke
the silence that had -for some time been
- prevailing, ‘and which was followed by a
declaration that the driver should have

i
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someat more than he expected for lettmg
them sit long enough to enjoy it. ‘

But, as night approached, Fidelia be-
came again agitated at the idea of master
Dicky’s resuming his seat, and her thus
being compelled to stop on the road; but
to her extreme relief, on his mother's re-
minding him it was now time to do so,
he peremptorily refused, owing to - the-
amusement he derived from the mixture-
of ‘persons on the outside. « - i

At length, about the middle of the en--
suing day, the journey was terminated;
the stage stopped in the city, and imme-
diately on quitting it Fidelia had a coach
called, in which she set out for Turn-
ham Green, having a letter from Mrs.
Stovendale, recommending her to the
especial care and kindness of a lady keep-
ing a_ boarding-school there, and who,
from being a person she had long patron-
ized, she was eonvinced she would  pay
every attention to her.

But, what she had too often expenenced‘. s

before, disappointment, awaited her here; ™
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the lady to whom she had the letter was
dead, and her school disposed of to a per-
son who knew nothing of Mrs. Stoven-
dale. In vain, when Fidelia had recovered
from the shock of this previous informa-
tion, did she solicit to be allowed to remain
under her roof till she could hear from
Mirs. Stovendale, or at least be recom-
mended to some place where she might'
have the satisfaction of thinking herself*
safe; coldly and formally she told her she
made it a rule never to concern herself
about strangers, and saying she was parti--
cularly engaged, she rang the bell for a:
servant to shew her out, and retired.
What would become of her, was the
reflection of the agonized Fidelia at this
moment — whither -to bend her steps,
where to seek for a shelter, she knew not;
but no time was to be lost in endeavour-
ing to procure one, for night was rapidly
approaching, and she shuddered to think
of its arrival without knowing where to
rest herself. Suddenly it occurred to her,
that perhaps in the village where she then .
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was she might procure what she required ;'
accordingly trying to collect herself, she
told the coachman she would be back in
a few minutes, and with faltering steps
set .out -on her search; ‘but it proved un-
successful—there was a bill or two up,
but a young female seeking lodgings by
herself, at-such an hour, wis net a person
any one of caution would receive; and in
despair she was returning to the 'coach,
almost sick at the moment of an'existence
that .so many circumstances bad bitterly
sgemed to say was of no interest to any. -
ane, when she suddenly beheld a man
- muffled up to the very eyes beside her.
She happened at the mament to be in a
very lonely part of the road, and in con-
sequence felt .great alaym at the circum-
. stanee; though shaking in every limb,
she tried to quicken her pace, but her
speed was suddenly arrested by his catch-
ing-her arm. A scream wes bursting from
her -lips, when his voice repressed it.—-
“ You do mot recognize me then?” said
her friend from America,_ or, as for the
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present we shall style him, fbrthesakeof
brevity, the exile.

« Have I then met with a friend ?" cried
Fidelia, involuntarily seizing his hand and
pressing it between hers—* This is joy~—
this is transport indeed ! Heaven still, I
see, watches over me,” and ‘briefly she re-
lated her forlomness at the moment.

“ Thank God——thank God then we
have met!” ejaculated the exile, with fer-
vour. “ QOh! if tis delightful at-any time
to meet with those we regard, how.doubly
80 is it when we can render them a service!
Calm your mind, and, rely upon it, you
shall have nothing more to fear for the
want of protection.”

. He then praceeded with her to the
coach, which having entered, he directed
the coachman whither to .go. A few mi-
nutes sufficed to bring them to the place:
they alighted at the massive and iron-
wrought gates of an old gloomy-looking
mansion, standing a little way from the
road ; an elderly female gave them admis-
sion, whopa the -exile taking aside after
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_ the coachman was dismissed, continued
speaking to for a few minutes, and then
led the way to a spacious parlour, where
a cheerful fire was burning. Here, having
ordered tea (the refreshment Fidelia chose),
he proceeded to entreat a more particular-
explanation of what had recently occurred
than in the first agitated moment of meet-
ing she had been able to give him. '

Fidelia felt confused by this request,
unwilling to let him know that it was
through his means she had been placed in
80 distressing a predicament; to, evade
" what he requested, however, bemg im-
possible, she endeavoured to collect her-
self, and simply stated, what indeed was .
no deviation from the truth, that Mrs.
_Stovendale was so unsettled at present,
she conceived it better to part with her
for a while; and proceeded to recapitulate
the circumstance to which was owing the
disappointment of the arrangement she
. had made for her.

« Again, then, must I express my joy
at our unexpected meeting,” said her com-
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panion ; “ from'the manner in which you
were especially recommended to my care,
I look upon you as a being absolutely de-
legated w0 i, ner will lose sight of you
til I see you safely lodged. You must
then Jose no time i writing to' M. Sto-
vendale ; but remember that, whatever
explanation you give her, no mention be
made of me.”

Fidelin assured lnmhemigi:trelyon
her imviolable silence; and, urged by ber
feelingn, was on the point of mentioning
she shownld give him proof of the confl-
dence be might repose in ler, but checked
herself, for fear of hurting his, ;

He in his turn now stated, tbat,unme-
diately after their last interview, private
intimation of kis meeting a person in
Esgland,; whom it was most important to
himi boisee, had hurried him over; but, dis-
appainted of finding him in the vicinity
ofthémctwpoﬁs, a8 he had been led to
imagine, . he was on. the point of sesking
hieo: elsewhere:

. VOka-PL E
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“ And.in the interim,” fearfully de-
manded Fidelia, « are you safe here ?”
“ T have reason to believe so,” he re-
plied.. “ The house was long since' pur-
" chased - by the late earl of Castle Dermot,
and of course now belongs to his son; but
" a8, even in his oecasional visits to London,
he scarcely ever.comes to it,’ no establish-
ment is kept in it. I am therefore here as
solitary and secluded as I could wish to
be. - You are not to understand, however,
that it is with his lordship’s privity I amn
its occupant—1I doubt much indeed- his
knowing whether I am still in existence;
but the humble friend who attends me
for the purpose of watching over my
safety, -from' a knowledge of the Irish
- servant entrusted with the care of it, sug-
gested to me its being the securest: place
Iotmldbelodgedmm the vunmtyof
the metropolis.” - - Y
* Mutual emplnnauons ha‘vmg bem @ven,
}le.hsked whether.she had. yet deliberased
_ on her foster-parent’s proposition of acooin-
panying him to America? Fidelia can-

\
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didly confessed she shrank from it, more
especially from the attachment she had
formed to Mrs. Stovendale, and the firm
confidence she had now reason to believe
she might place in that ladfs regard and -
friendship.

The exile sighed deeply, and said he
did not wonder at her shrinking from the
thought of abandoning her native place—
it was bursting indeed the strongest cords
almost that nature twines around the heart.
He grew pale, and rising from his chair,
walked about -the room for some time,
evidently in too much emotion to be able
to 'speak.——Oh ! how did the sight of this
emotion affect the feeling heart of Fidelia!
silently the tears of pity stole' down her
cheek, and fell upon her sympathizing bo-
sowi. - “To be denied even the consolation
of lingering. amidst the scenes of past hap-
piness—to have even the indulgence of
grief iriterrupted by terror and apprehen-
sion-—-Now cruel! how deplorable!

The ‘fdtlgue and anxiety she had re-

(R I E 2 . .
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sently gone throwgh at length completely

gxhausted her agitated spirits; accordingly

the servant, was, sumsmoned to candsct her
to the chambex prepared for her, Less fa-
tigned, she doyhbtless conld mot have re-
frained from musing on the strange and
¢veptful incidents she met with; but
now, completely. exhausted hoth. in body
and mind, sleep soon weighed ‘down her
weasies exslids.

. At her yeusl hour she. started: from it,
and, impatient to beve seme srrangement
made that should remave ber from. her
prosent awkward and embarrassing sitne-
tiop, she hastily dressed; herself, apd: had
Juat, finished. her toilet when. she.was: start-
led by 3 bustle qutside. the chamber-deor.
She. listened a minute, and. finding then
that, whoegver the perseis ware she heard,
they were intent on entering, ehe bastily
retzeated nto & small, adjoining dressing:

Scarcely had she taken shelter hene when
she ‘beheld. a man entering, followed: by

Hannah the servang. If her consternation
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at this was great, we may easily believe it
was not a little augmented, when ‘in the
accents of the intruder she distinguished

“those of tord Castle Dermot. It seérhed

he had recently arrived from Ireland, and

had been at 4 private wasquerade at Richs
mond, whence, owing to a sudden whith,
he had cottie to take a bed at his usually:
negleeted mansion, instead of returning
to the hatel where he lodged -in -Lontor.
Hannah, smder various pretexts, tried to
ptevail on Him to retire to anothér cham-

. ber from the one he hud now entered:

but, with the perverseness peculiar to the

- state he was in (it being evident he had
. been no bid disciplé of Anhacreon’s that

night), he persisted in remaining wheré
he was: andl aftér cutsing her for het im-
pudetice in attempting to oppose him; or-
dered her to malke him sotne tep while hé
unidressed.

She durst not disobey him, and with
terror ineonceivable Fidelin saw her re-
tire. What to do in this dilemma she

* khew not; thére being no door to the

)



A

Y8 THE MUNSTER COTTAGE BOYy

roem she had shut herself-in but the one
by which she had entered; .all she could
decide on was softly to try to secure this,
and then remain quiet till his lordship was
asleep, which, from the state it was plain
he was in, she trusted would be soon:

but, in- trying to bolt it, she found she

could not do so without a noise being
made that could mot fail of engaging his
attention, and accordingly was forced to
content herself with standing against it.:
In the meanwhile, as-he reeled about
the room, he alternately made efforts to
shake off his fantastic. trappings, and
whistle some of the waltges of the pre-
ceding evening. - At last he approached
the door... Fidelia made a desperate effort
to ‘secure it—but;in vain——his lordship’s
effort to push it open succeeded, and he
beheld her. But scarcely could a Medu-
. sa’s head have produced a more instanta-
neous effect upon hig—for.a.moment he
became absolutely transfixed,. then busrst-
. ing out into .rapturous exclamations—
“ Fidelia” he cried——* the lovely, the
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- enchanting.!: In the name .of  all that's
beautiful and bewitching —of .the very.
god of love and frolic himself—do I in"
reality behold her?” half raising her face,
which she had mvoluntan]y covered w1th
her hands. '

- She attempted to account in some plau-
nble way, for her being there; how she
came there was, however, of very little
consequence to his lordship to know at
the moment-—to find her there ws quite
sufficient for him. Suddenly catching her
in his arms, his lips, fovered by the ex-
cesses of: the preceding night, were pressed
to her cold cheek with an audaeity that
made her tremble—almost she shrieked;
the cry of terror was -alorie’ prevented by
dread .on the: exile’s. aeccount ;' Lie -could
not hear it, she, was convinced, without
rushing to:her aid;. and, should he be
seen, what might not be the fatal conse-
quence! Lord Castle Dermot might not

" respect the tie that connected:.them, and,

should- lie be dragged to death through
her means, what must.be: her sufferings!



80 THE MUNSTER GOTTAGE BOY.

8he tried to knal, she tried to supplicate
—but in vain; st length she succeeded in
bursting from his grasp. Baut, ere she had
reached the outer door, she was ugam en-
circled in his aims.

- A hasty step was now heard ascending
the stairs: lord Castle Dermot endea- -
voured to secure the door, but the person
they had heard was too quick for him; a
gentleman in a domino burst in, and was
beginning to reproach his lordship for the
slip he had given him(for it seems be had
promised him a bed, but which the potent .
fumes of the Tusean grape had rendeved
him forgetful of), when the sight of Fide-
lia at once rendered him silent and mo.
tionless. As his eyes fell upon her, she
almost fancied she saw him changecolouy;
and the consternation he certainly evinced
- added, if possible, to the cruel embarrass.
ment and distress of the moment. .

“ I beg paxdom,” he at length said, « fox
my intrusion; had I known how your
lordship was sitnated—on what blisefisl
anticipations you must have been indulg.




THE MUNMER COPTAGE BOY. 81

ing, I certainly shoanld neither have fol-
lowed nor been sarprised at your forgets
fulness.”

He was then retiring, when, in agony
of terror and shame, Fidelia stopped him.
< Oh, ih merdy fite mie ™ she exclaimed.
“ Apyeamnees are against me, but, God is
my witness, I merit not agpersion ; chance
alotie has thrown me in the way of this
men. The servant of the house can testify
the truth of what T say.”

Hanmali now made her appearance ; she
had tremblingly followed the stranger,
and, emboldénéd by his presence, now
came forward on this appeal to her. It
was very true; she declared, what the
younig lady had said. She was standing
the preceding night at the gate, when one
of the Richmond stages in passing. broke
down, and secing the young lady who was
in it very much frighténed and by herself,
she had invited her into the house, and to
stop tilt moming ; and she was just going
when his lovdship, she must say, broke in

upon her in a very rudé mmnner.
' ES3
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. “ Well, madam,” said the stranger, ad-
dressing himself.to" Fidelia with a smile
that brightened his whole countenance,
“ if you will accept my services, I shall
be most happy to protect you home: the
carriage that brought me hither is in wait-
ing, and my pride. will be equal .to my
pleasure if you entrust yourself to me.
Upon my soul,” with increasing earnest-
ness, “ you may. My name is Cleveland.
I have the honour of bearing a commis-

sion in his-majesty’s navy, and, though no -

saint, curse me if I would not as soon fire
upon the sinking ship.of an enemy as offer
an affront to an innocent or unprotected
woman! So allons, dear lady, if you will
allow me to be your escort on this occa-
sion; for though perhaps rude and rough
both by nature and profession, yet can I
well enter into all the dehmes of your
present situation.”

In anxlety to free herself from the, in-
jurious surmises that situation must have
excited, and the further libertinism of lord
- Castle Dermot, every thmg else was for-
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gotten at.the moment by Fidelia: eagerly,
she accepted the proffered services of cap-
tain Cleveland; yet was she cruelly em-
barrassed when, after handing her into the
coach, he;asked her address ; for a3 moment
she was in ufter dismay at her inability to
give one; then suddenly recollecting a mil-
liner in Bond.-street. where the Miss Bryer-
lys dealt, she desired to be driven.there. -
Not without epposition did lord Castle
Dermot permit her to depart, or a threat
of vengeance for. the officious interference
of captain. Cleveland. = Nothing could be
more respectful, more soothingly 'atten-
tive, than .the manner of her companion
* during their short ride to town; and with
feelings of gratitude, admiration, and
esteem, she reeeived his parting bow, and
earnest wish for an opportunity of yet
further cultivating her acquaintance. ‘
But scarcely had she gained admission
to the place where: she desired to be' set
down, and.which, not choosing to make
herself known, she made her wanting to
make some slight purchase a pretext for
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entering, ére the expediency of retaming
without delay to that she had just eome
from occurted to her; else she might be
missed by her fiiend—else an alarm ex-
elted in his tmind for her safety that mipht
render him tegardless of his own. At this
dismaying idea het terror became uneons
trollable, and’ nrryitig awsy, she patsed
not till she had reached a stand of conches
* in Oxford-street. After beckoning to one,
and while the step was letting down, she
accidentally looked up, and-beheld captai
Cleveland at the door of an opposite coffee-
house. Her confusion at this was unutter.
able : immediately Iowering her eyes, she
hastily entered the coach, trusting -she had
escaped his recognition; fer, should he
~ have seen her, what might he not infer
from seeing her so mmedmtely quitting
a place she had allowed him to consider
her home?

A3 she drove on, she strove to cofleet
herself. By this time, from the state
which his lordship had been left, she
doubdted not his being in the enjoyment -
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of the repose he needed, and that, of couree,
she might ssfely enter the house agsin.
To graard, however, against accidents, she
determined on alighting some distance
from it; aceordingly, on spproacking it,
she pulled the dheck-string. She had just
reached the gate, and wae tsying to push
it open, when o glinipse of somte one at
her elbow made her turn her head, and
she beheld captain Clevelund. . To desoribe
what she felt at the moment would be i
possible ; it was- not mere. eonfusion she -
experieredd-.it was something like horror.
With iromiesd politeness, a-smile, or ras
ther sneer: of devision, he apologized for
the ‘surprise, he said;, he saw'he had given
her, and alse for the trouble, he added, an
unlucky intrusion ded oocasioned her to
take of going to townj; them requesting
her to have the pdodness to make his ex-
enses to lord Castle. Dertnot on the some
subjéet, e turred away: with a low bow.
Fidella, tramfixed, stood gusing after
¥ for' & movment s alwont was she: tempt-
ed 16 calk him buck, but the mvoluntury
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impulse was chocked by the reflection that
she had ne vindication: to give—mo means,
no power: of justifying -herself from the
gross suspicions she saw.sheihad incurred :
to mortal she dared ndt: communicate .the
secret that would: at oiice have cleared her
.from them ; and, after:all, of what conse-
quence (she tried to. sooth the anguish
- occasioned by the. thought) was his_opi-
nion of her, stranger us he was both to
her and .all she.knew-? .But;the argument
failed. of efficagy~—she could not.deride,
she could not think lightly of the opinion .
of apy human being-she ponld not think
that she was .an.object-‘of scorn—of' con-
tempt to: any -one, without. a.pang that
rived her very hieart; that struck through
every fibre of her brain. Scarcely had she
- power to «rag her tvembling. limbs along.'’
.. On-reaching ; the_hall-door, she .gave a
timid knock; but no oxe answering, after
waiting a few: minutes,. she, looked for an-
other entrance, and spying an area-door,
she deseended. to it. . No one was below,
and she softly proceeded to the hall. Find-.
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ing no one here, she stole, fowards the
room where she had been. sitting with the
exile the preceding. night; she glanced
into-it, but started back in trepidation on
perceiving lord Castle Dermot there, But
he had seen her, and her effort to retreat
was useless; rushing out, he caught her
in his arms. .A faint cry escaped her at
the moment, and, overpowered by terror,
she fainted away. On reviving, she found
herself in the arms of the exile, with lord
Castle Dermot and Hapnah. standing be-
side her, busied in her recovery.:

At the dangerous discovery; t.hat, -she
feared, from this had taken place, she.was
an the point of sgain relapsing into insen-
sibility, when the exile, guessing the cause
" of the alarm she evinged, led her into an.
other apartment,. where he guigkly tran-
quillized . her mind by an agsurance that
an explanation had taken place between
him.and lord Castle Dermot, that ensured
his safety as far, as it depended on:his lord-
ship, and ;would also prevent her from
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againt meeting with any thing unwortliy
of either from him,

Grest was the joy of _the affrighted
Fidetia at this disclosare. Had he indeed,
she demidnded, tevealed to lord Castle
Dermot the tie that comnected them?
and did he séem inélined to respect it?
Both interrogations wete mnswered in the
affirmative; and he then proceeded to state
that lord Castle Dermot was anxious in
the extreme to make an apology in person

for Mis recent contduct to her. Fidelia,
" however, bégged to be exeused seeing hiny
again, saying she was petfeeely satisfied to
hear of his regret for it. :

Finding ker impatient to be gone, the
exile proeceded to inforti her he had
heard of a house where she mright-at least
safely remdin till she heard from Mrs.
Stovendalows seedsman’s in Kensington;
adding, that she- might rely he weuld
not return to America without seeing her
again. But though he informed her of
his placing implicit eonﬁdence ‘in lord
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Castle Dermot, he soon: gave her to mn.
derstand it was only as far as related to
himself, telling her she must go to this
, house by herself, as it*would not be pru-
dent that Hanneh should accompany her.

Most unwilling was Fidelia to do this,
but her reludtance was lessened by his
assarance of every thing being arranged
for her reception. A coach was sent for,
and with mutusl regret they parted.

But the cross accidents Fidelia was des- -
tined to meet with were not yet over.
Scarcely had she approached Kensington,
when the coach she was in broke down,
and not without difficuity and danger wexe
she and her trunk extricated from it. -

When a little recovered flom the fright
occagioned by the accident, she was on the
point of requesting & boy in the sheép
which she had beery humanely invited to
enter, to call another, when, opening her
hand to see where she was to direct i,
she found she had lost the direetion given
her by the exile, at the moment of part-
ing, to the house, and which the agitation
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she was:in at. the-idea’ of :being agein
thrown ‘amidst. strangers had :piievented
her examining; so:‘that. she:tras 'utterly
ignorant of the name of the petsori it be-

' longed :fo, or exactly: where ito: find it.

She wis too much disturbed for a minute
to know. what to de; then, hoping she
might be able to find it, she entreated per-
mission to leave her trunk a little longer
where it was, -and sallied out.in quest of
her intended abode. B

She had not proceeded far in qnest of
it, when she heard herself suddenly accost-
ed from a.coach-window:  She looked up,
and, to herinexpressible confusion, beheld
the Bryerlys, Her immedjate: impulse. ws
$o retreat; but: Mr: Bryerly was too quick
for her ;. pulling the string, he jumped out, -
and, seizing her arm, held . her fast, while
his wife: and* danghter, .following his ‘ex-
ample, qmckly sarrounded her, with in-
terrogations: of, where had'she come from,
and whither was:she goinhg?-.. .
. As well as she could speak; Fidelia gave
the .same -explanation:- te-them she had
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done to.'the friend she had .just parted
from. But, since she was .disappainted
in the arrangement Mrs. Stovendale had
made for her, whither was_she going ? was
a question that 1mmedlately followed this
explanation.

Harassed, agitated, and embmfaaaed
Fidelia, bursting into tears, involuntarily
replied_she knew not. :

“ Oh! well, I am glad we have met
tben” said Mr. Bryerly; « for as I consi-
der myself still a kind of guardian to:you,
you shall come home with us, and remain
till your friend has been apprised of what
has happened. - Come, come—no shrink-
ing back; surely, if what you have stated
be the faet,. you must. rejmoe atr meetmg
with protection.” - .

Rejoice! assuredly. she would if eertam
that the protection now proffered would
be such as she ‘oould wish; but she bad
suffered -so.. much, through the Bryerlys,
that she shrunk. from finding herself again
in their power. - Yet. how to refuse the
present offer. she knew not, without sub-
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}potnghuselfﬂothematm)unous sar-
mises, sad perhaps danger; for, after all,
she might not be dble to find the house
to which she had been directed.
Aeccordingly, bat with a reluetance she

+ " could scarcely conceal, she suffered herself

to be handed into the coach, and her trunk
‘being taken up, in less than an hour. afver
found herself quietly seated in the draw.
ing-room of @ handsome house, in ohé of
the fashionable streets off Piccadilly, with
the Bryerys; scarecly eculd she believe
heeself. awiike when she found: herelf so;
so little had she expected ever being thuis

" inmate again. - How strange appeated
the incidents that had led to her belng

thrown aguin in a degree upon thém!

But if she reviewed these with astonishe
‘ment, not less-did she dwell with sarprise

on the alteration that had tiken place i

the mannet of the Bryerlys to her they
were no longer rude, no longetr superek
liods: or unfesingly curious, and the it
stinctive attachment which we feel 'for
those whotnt we have ealdy known began
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gradually to revive in ber heart for them.
But eould she have penetnated inso theirs,
she would have found little cause for obli-
gation: to the proteetion she hiad obtained,
aud not to.any feeling: of pity or imtervest
for her, wes entirely owing that now tep-
déred her by them,; adopted, as it seemed
to them, in a degree by Mrs. Stovendale,
they oould mot doubt that any kindmess
ghewn to har wonld be gratefully acknow-
ledged by that lady, and: ultimately pen-
baps be the means: of bringing abowt that
indtmagy with her t0:which they had long
aspired.

Fidelia lost no time in addressing an
explanatory letter to her; to. which, as
soon as possible, she received an answer, in
which, after congratulating her on meet-
ing with what she deemed such timely
protection in the dilemma she was in, she
strenuously advised her to remain con-
tented where she then was till circum-
stances would permit their being together
again: and here it may be necessary to
observe, that on an admonition from Mrs.

-
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~ Stovendale relative to the imprudence she
conceived she had- been guilty of shortly
before their parting, Fidelia had so so-
leronly : declared “herself undeserving of
. the suspicion harboured against her, that,

spite of .the circumstances that dwelt upon
her mind to.confirm it, Mrs, Stovendale
aequitted -her of it, and ‘in consequence
bitterly. regretted her having 'been pre-
vailed on. to-send. her away ; but to bring
hen back with her was, she knew, out of
the question, except she chose to subject
“hetself to the imputation of crednhty fromt
Mr. Stovendale ‘

§ pee-

~!¢ .. :. . L .)
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QHAPTER V.

Svovororsrorssers

/

“ And do not seek to take your charge upoy, you
To hear your gnefs yourself, and leave me out.’

Tae mmd of Fidelia had scarcely regamed
a little compostire ere its agitation was re-
newed by the unexpected introduction of
Albina -to the residence of Mi. Bryerly;
but the pfesent was the agitation of pled-
sure——of pleasure at the sight-of her earliest
friend, ‘and of gratitude and delight at
having at length an opportunity of vindi-
cating herself of all that she had been ac-
cused of to her. To do this she: found
no difficulty to the affectionately-attached
and naturally-confiding Albina, and the
renewal. of their mitual confidence: was. a .
source of consolation to both—the .op-
pressedand: anixious heart of -each was re-
lieved: by:the ‘unburthening its cares to
the other, and many a bitter pang as-
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suaged by the soothings of reclproml af-
fection.

But to the sorrows ‘of: each what an
augmentation was the tidings of Mr. Sto-
vendale’s-death!  Albina grieved for it on
Hastings's account; Fidelia, from the ef-
fect she was aware it was likely to produce
‘on his mother. Both longed, though from.
different feelings, a8 may be: surmised, %
. see. hime~but for seme time in vain: at -
length. Fidelia, unable any longer to o
strain her anxiety to meke minute inqui-
rigs, eangerning Mim. Stovendale, made
~ tha-letter which she: had. writiten - her by

him, but whieli be had: delivened to ker
thnough the: reedium: of Mr. Bryerly, a
pretext for desiring: an: intexview, amd in
the conversation. thatt ensived subdued -ail
hjs disindivation th, awsil -himself of the
hospitable inwitation. of Mr. Bryerdy, by
the disclosune of Albing’s: being under: ﬁe
sme roofi: - .

Yet in a]low-gf lumnlf to profit Iuy
.this, opportunity :of 'renewing hie =é-
quaintance: with_her;. he:wasawaze he was
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yaelding 1o & dangerous.indulgence; but
to resist she omly ane 'that could mow af
ford a moment’s plessure was beyopd his
power. The secret of his seul was soom
betrayed; hut, even if his attentions had
heen less wnosasing, bis looks would bave ‘
diaclosad rit.

The discovery .encited the most malig-
nant feelings—the pride of the family was
piqued that, after .all, she should have
been ¢he only inducement for his becom-
ing intimate in iit, and the envy .of the
Maiss Bayeslys .excited by her having so
ewitlently made:a eonguest they were am-
bitious of ithemselves.

. The result was an erdent wish to get
visd -of her, which, united :to his impatience
fori1the vealization :of some.of the views, at
loast, ‘that had induced him to extend his
protection to her _oecasioned Mr. Bryerly
at llast ito .address ‘her on ‘the subject of
writing 'to her:friends relativerto the cruel
situstion ‘in ‘which she had 'been left by
her father, adding, that if. sbeuther had
- iVOLOKIL o
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not already done so, or the task was too
painful, he would undertake it for her.

- Friends!—alas ! where were they?. To
the only person she had a right to look
to—her brother—she had already written,
. imploring his advice and assistance; but
receiving no answer, was almost induced
to believe he had decided on disclaiming
her. . :
- Tears. gushed from her; Mr. Bryerly
became alarmed, and almost peremptorily
- called upon her to be explicit. She obeyed,
and, by disclosing that she was not only
merely the half-sister of Dundonald, but
very little known to him, and that the
connexion with the Fitzossory family was
through his. mother, not hers, annihilated
all_ those sanguine expectations. that had
been entertained of something pleasant oc-
cusring from the attentian shewn to. her,
Yes, it was very evident to him .that her
brother meant to cut the:connexion, and -
that the Fitzossory family, guided by him,
would .entirély. overlock her. .Hdw. pro-
voking, that he should have troubled him-
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self about her! But he decided that she
should not much longer remain an incum-
brance on him: he would have had no he-
sitation in-coming to an immediate expla-
nation on the subject with her, but that
he rather wished to preserve appearances'
a little.

But what this wish prevented his plain-
ly doing, he determined on indirectly sig-
nifying, by immediately occasioning an
alteration in the treatment she had hither-
to experieneed in his house. But, through
- the dexterous management of Fidelia, she
was for some time prevented noticing, or
rather feeling, this alteration;.and Mr.
Bryerly at last began to think he should
be compelled to speak explicitly to her.—
“ Plague on her dulness of apprehension
he exclaimed one day to his wife—*“ But
no, ’tis not dulness—the girl is keen and
shrewd enough—'tis cunning that makes
her seem not to. understand the hints we
have so. plainly given of wishing to get
rid of her. But, curse me, if she does not

.o F2 .
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tulte themn speedily, if I-will not enlighten
her winderstending on the subject !”

% To be sirre;” fedlingly assented Mirs.
Beyorly. “ But, had 'you been a little
mere eautious bifore you invited herw
hud you 'talcen 1y ad vide———"

“ Psha! don’t bore me with nohsenise
now.” :

«QOh'!"vaty well, sir ; T know my-advice,
like the prophecies uf iCassandra, is disre-
gaeded:; tbut ‘perhaps,” lile them, it woald
be better if tit ‘wiére not ‘so utterly des.

The vety next day afforded Mr.Bryerdy
an bpportunity of -earrying -his kind -axd
thanly Tesolveiitito éffest. A large dinwer
© parby ‘was dnvited, 'amongst which 'was ‘a
puzee.proud 'trader and his wife from the
otkier sideof Femplesbar, with ithebr-only
duughter, a pert, forwand, ‘ovenindulged
. child of 'eleven. By ‘the dexterous /ma-
nagenert .of Mr.oard .Mrs. Bryerly, itwo
happened 1that 'she und -Albine wete tite
bt who: enitered the «diningaparlour, :and,
hot by any means gonsidering her of an
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age to give way to, instead of allowing
ber to take the only vacapt chair that by
this tisee yvemained at the table, she took
it. herself, and motioned to her to go to
the side-table.

The young lady pouted; but, motwith- -
standing this, the parents might have
oveslooked the circwmstance, had Albina
been considered of consequence; but this
the Bryerlys had previously taken care
she should, not, and their indignation was
aceordingly great at what they considered
her assurance. Theix angry glances so
clearly evidenced this to Mr. Bryerly,
that, fearful, if he did not resent it, they
would take offence, and delighted besides
at the oppertunity it afforded of offesing
the ineult he meditated, he bastily tumed -
to ber, and in an autheritative voice- de-
manded what she meant— Zounds, ma-
dam ! he exclaimed, “ what do you mean
by such. conduct >=~what da you mean by
usuxping the place of any guest of mine?”

The shocked, the affrighted girl looked
at him for a mowment, as if not eompre-
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~ hending what he said; then starting up,
she rushed from the room. = Fidelia and
Hastings followed, notwithstanding the
latter being placed in the seat of honour
at the head of the table. They found her
in a state of convulsive agitation. While
" one circled her in her arms,  and the other " )
pressed her hands in his, they tried to
sooth her—but in vain.—* Let me go!
- let me go!” she wildly exclaimed, as if
fearing their caresses were meant to detain
her, and striving, as she spoke, to hide her
face from them, as if even in her own eyes
she had been degraded by the brutahty
she had met with. -

But to make an effort to Adetam her
where she had experienced such treat-
inent, was not in-the contemplation of
Fidelia; yet her very soul trembled with-
in her at the thought of what she might
be exposed to, forlorn as she was, from
being compelled to seek another asylum:
nurtured in the bosom of idolizing tender-
ness—hitherto accustomed to have every
want, every wish anticipated—how little
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calculated, she conceived, was she to en- -

counter what might be before her! Her
tears gushed forth at the idea, and with
redoubled tenderness she clasped her to
her heart.

* But; much as she suffered on her ac-
count, the feelings of Hastings were, if

possible, more acute. Oh, how was his-

bitter destiny aggravated at the moment,
by the power'it deprived him. of alle-
viating hers! Had his situation been dif-
ferent, had it been what his faithless for-
tune once promised, unhesitatingly would
he have knelt at the feet of the fair mourn-
er, and implored her to dismiss all further
_eare from her bosom, by taking shelter in
his from every future storm: but it must
not-be—forlorn, destitute himself, to ad-
ditional misery must he drag her, should
the dictates of passion be obeyed.

. 'The first burst of indignant feeling over,

where she was to go was then the consi-
deration. - After a’little musing, she be-
thought her of the place where her father
had ‘died, and ‘thither she decided on go-
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ing, with a determination' of immedistely:
writing to' her brother agsin; and, should -
no notice be taken of her letter, of making
exertions to procure herself some situatiosr.

Through the promptness of Fidelia she
was quickly ready to depart; and a esach
being sent for, she left Mr. Bryerly, at-
tended by both her companions; for to
allow her to depart by herself was not to
"be thought of by Fidelia. Conceiving, -
however, that she might be condemned for
seeming to wish to give offence, whesnt
Mours. Stovendale had recommended her to
remain, she curbed her feelings sufficiently
ere she stepped into the eoach after Albina,
to leave a message for Mr. and Mrs. Bry- -
erly, intimating whither she was going,
and hoping they would excuse her aceom
panying her friend without their pexmnis.
sion. :

Exertions she would not have been
equal to for herself, strong solicitude for
another now enabled her to make. On
reaching their destination, she preceded
Albina into the house, paved the way for

L]
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her admission, and, in short, acted more
like a fond mother solicitous for the com.
fort of a darling child, than a being not
" older than the object of her strong anxiety.

The dejected Hastings did not leave
them till he had seen them quietly seated
in the temporary abode of Albina; he then
most reluctantly, but as propriety urged,
took his leave. Bending' his steps to his
solitary lodgings, the moment he entered
them, a note was presented to him from
Mr. Bryerly, expressive of surprise at his -
abrupt retiring from the party, and en-
treating his immediate return to it. With
a feeling of indignation that flushed 'his
face to a crimson, he tore it in pieces, and
snatching up a pen, returned the following
answer t—

e —

% 00, merer— Bryerly, Esq.

“ 8(1, . .

“ That you should feel surprise

at my quitting your table, and not re-
' - F8 -
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turning to it, I confess, occasions me still
greater; for, good God! what must you.
suppose the feelings of the man to. be,
who could voluntarily return to a board:
whence he had seen a being, of ‘all others
the ‘most interesting—a youthful, inno-
cent, dejected female, driven by the gross-‘
est brutality ? : .

“ From having any further communica-
tion with a person capable of the outrage
I witnessed this evening, of so unfeeling
and degrading a violation of the laws of
humanity and hospitality, I shrink, not
merely with a sentiment of disgust, but
absolute abhorrence.. I remain,

. “ SIR,
"¢ Your obedient servant,
“ HASTINGS STOVENDALE.”

4—-‘,

Judging, as the mean mind ever does,
of others by itself, Mr. Bryerly was not a
_ little surprised as well as disconcerted by

" this letter, conceiving that selfish consi-
derations would have induced Hastings
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to restrain any indignation or resentment
the recent affair might have excited in
his mjnd. The degrading light in which
he made him view himself was extremely
unpleasant to his feelings; however, he
soon strove to get the better of these, by
reflecting, that what was so grating to
him was the effusion of a hot-headed young
man, and that, so far from injuring him:
by a'representation of what had occurred
to his mother, he probably would only .
obtain her gratitude for him, for trying to
get rid of, and put out of his way, a person
whom of course he concluded, from her
want of fortune, she could not approve of
~his paying his addresses to. Not, how-
ever, to make matters worse, and destroy
his chance’ of not being injured in the
opinion of Mrs. Stovendale, he decided
on doing nothing more to exasperate the
feelings of Fidelia, not doubting that her -
représentations to that lady would guide
her a great deal with regard to her opinion
of him ; and accordingly, at her request to
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be allowed to remain with her friend till
she had heard from her brother, permitted
her to do so.

* In the meanwhile Hastings poured forth
his tortured soul to Auberville—his burst-
ing heart required vent, and to him he dis-
closed all that had recently occurred to add
to its anguish, unwilling to be explicit
with his mother, already too oppressed to -
need any augmentation of, hers. After
dispatching this, his only consolation was
derived from calling on the fair friends,
or rather hovering about their abode; for
a feverish complaint, brought on by ex-
cessive agitation, soon precluded his seeing:
Albina.

During her illness, how fondly.
carefully, did Fidelia watch over her! She
required great atbendance, but the finances
of neither allowing of additional expence,
she took upon her the office of sole nurse.
The fatigue she underwent was sometimes
almost too much for her; but still, as she
felt herself ready to sink beneath it, she
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reanimatod herself to new exertions by
the reflection of what Albina would suffer
should she lose her care.

Of her unremitting solicitude about her,
Albina was not insensible ; and while tears -
of gratitude would overflow her eyes for
it Oh! how—how could such a heart
as ydurs ever have been doubted?” she
_exclaimed.

“ Thank God! thank God!” was the
reply of Fidelia, « that it is given me to
evinoe the sincerity of that heart to dis-
charge in some degree the debt of grati-
‘tude I owe for the early care bestowed on
my infancy—the implanting in my soul
those principles that now reconcile and
render me submissive to the destiny I
seem born to! Oh, howpoor any thing
I can do in requital for such care, for the
instructions that have impressed me with
haly hope, and enshle me still, amidst the
very gloom of adversity, to feel comfort
. and consolation within my soul!” .

What she was undergoing could not be
entirely concealed from Hastings, and he |
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became alarmed on her account.—* Have
you no fears,” he demanded, one day thait
she descended to answer his minute inqui-
ries after Albina,  about yourself?” ob-
serving the languor of her eyes and the
- siekly hue of her pale cheek; « do. you
not think you need a little of the care and
solicitude your friend does?” »

“ Oh no!” she cried, striving to shake
off the appearance of languor which she
saw had alarmed him; “ I am no garden-
flower like her, reared with care and ten-
derness to be the pride of the gay. parterre,
but a mountain-plant, early accastomed to
the ravings of the wild winds of heaven
round my unsheltered head.”

"« Lovely, incomparable girl * cried
Hastings, seizing her hand, and pressing
it with the most impassioned tendermess
“to his lips, “ no wonder my mother loves
you as she does.- Oh, ere long, may the
hountain-plant uprear its beauteous head,
~ where genial suns and showers alone shed
their kindly influence !”
But what a revolutxon was-there in the

~
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feelings of the friends, when, about a week
after Hastings’s letter to Ireland, one ar-
rived from- lord Fitzossory, acquainting
her that the preceding day, for the first
time, he had, through his grandson, colo- -
nel Grandison, been fully apprised of the
unpleasant circumstances in which she had
been left ; that her brother was immediate-
ly expected at Rock Fort; and that, with-

- out loss of time, he desired 'she might pre-
pare to join him there, as a person was
about setting out for the purpose of at-
tending her to Ireland. A handsome re-
mittance was enclosed; and his lordship
concluded with good wishes and assurances )
of kindness and protection.

But the joy of Albina.at the change in
her prospects was not witheut alloy. .To
be torn from her friend, and lose the occa-
sional sight of Hastings—of him whe had -
so nobly, so. generously overlooked his
own interests, in resentment’ of the out-
rage she hadi met, was net to be dwelt on -
without bitter sorrow and regret.
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| Whatever were their feelings at the ap-
proaching sepsration, they better curbed
them ; indeed, at times, all selfish consi-
derstions were forgotten by bath, in the
exquisite joy they experienced at having
a being so ‘truly dear and interesting to
them rescued from further suffering.

But while they exulted at the circum.
~ stance, with what consternation and con-
fusion did it fill the Bryerlys! The packet
that brought the fair sufferer her cheering
letter, brought also one to them from the
earl, in which, after coldly thanking them
for the temporary shelter they had afford.
ed her, he begged, if any expence had
been incurred from the clwmmmnee, he
might be informed of it.

_ Tt seemed evident to them, ﬁ'om the
supercilious style of the letter, and the in-
vitation that had so immediately followed
their expulsion of Albina from their house, -
that some intimation of their eonduct to
her had been conveyed to his lordship,
and that to -allow her to part in enmity
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with them would: be:a.means of confirm-
g the prejudice it must have exmted. m
his mind against them.

“My God! how unfortunate,” exelaimed
Murs. Bryerly, on the perusal of his letter,
“ that we did not wait a. little longer, ere
we manifested any impatience to get rid
of her I”

« Unfortunate” repeated Mr. Bryerly,
traversing the room—* yes; but you toek
care at the timse mot to give a hint that
you thought a Hitle hmger forbearance
would be better.”

« Lord, Mr. Bryerly, how can you speak
in such a manner! Great use indeed, any
hint from me to a man of your positive
disposition!. But this is always the way;
if aary thing goes wrong, X am sure to be
blamed, though I have not neer the influ.
ence over you that a weathereoek has. I
dare say, if the ouse was an fire, I should
go near to be hanged, by your accusing
me of being the cause. Instead of railing
snd raving in this manner, it would be
better for you to try whether the mischief
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that’s done can: be undone. I'll go to Miss
Dundonald, if you like, and try what can
be done.” : :

“ You!—oh yes! you are wonderfully
clever in extricating one from a difficulty !
—dexterous enough, I'll allow, in entang-
ling one—but as to disentangling one, the
less said on that subject the better.”

% Well—but it’s no matter—all I shall
say Is, that it needs the patience of Job to
bear with such a captious temper. - I pro-
. test, but that I am concerned in it myself,
I would not, from what you have now
said, trouble myself in the affair—you
good-for-nothing man !” |

“ Well, well, scold as long as you please.
But do you think Miss Dundonald such a
fool as to be imposed upon by your long--
deferred apology? If-you really felt re-
gret-for what occurred, it must be evident
to her you would not have put it off till
now.” SR

“This representation was not -sufficient,
however, to deter Mrs. Bryerly; she had
a good deal of confidence and high opinion
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of her own cleverness, and both induced
her to persist in her meditated plan. She
accordingly repaired to Albina’s, where,
after giving utterance to the most extra-
vagant congratulations and insincere ex-
pressions of regard, she came to the point,
namely, an apology for the recent occur-
rence; protesting she .would before have
called on her for the purpose, but for a
violent cold; and that, if she knew Mr.
Bryerly as she did, she would not mind
what he said, being, from rather an irri-
table temper, subJect to sudden bursts of
passmn, ‘when nothmg was further from
his heart than ill-nature or meaning to
give offence.- ' '
- Albina coldly bowed, and ‘begged no-
thing more might be said on the subject.
. “ But how can I help dwelling on it,” -
returned ‘Mrs. Bryerly, “ uncertain as I
am whetlier 'you may not mention it else-
where, to our great prejudice ?”

The ‘pale cheek of Albiria kindled.—
“ No, madam,” she <said, “ on that head
you may rest satisfied. My pride is your
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seaurity—it weuld not: persoit me. to. dis-
close ta any one that I was where L eould
have met with sueh am ouirage.”

This rebuke completely silenced Mis.
Bryexly ;. and she presently after took her
leave, with. the resigmation of all hope of
ever being able to remew her intimaecy -
with Albioa.

Atthetameexpected.thefemaleio-
mestic deputed by loxd Fitzessory to at-
tend Albina to his mamsion arrived, and.
Albina by this time being sufficiently cou-

* valescent to bear the fatigue of a journey,
she lost no time in prepazing for her de-
parture. The parting scene between her”
and Fidelia, and the farewell interview
with Hastings, we shall pass over. Im- .
mediately after her departure, the former
returned to the Bryerlys, and Hastings to
that attention to his effairs which the dis-
teaction of his mind about hel had inten
rupted.

If possibles the pleamte of Fldelia at
the altered situation of her friend was
heightened, by knowing that it was to be
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acribed to the interferenee of Gramdison;
for wenaturally-exult and delight in-every
new proof we receive of the ‘worth and

_ nobleness of those we regard. Involun-

tarily he became their almost constant
theme of conversation, Fidelia baving no
hesitation in speaking of him to Albina,
as she would have had but for having long
before been completely undeceived with
regard to the nature of her sentiments for '
him.

‘But both still remained in -profound
ignorance of the connexion between him
and Hastings, and -of -eourse -of the ‘con-
nexion of the latter with 'the :Fitzossory

. family ; revery being :indeed ‘he'wished to

be :silent on.a conmexion that, where it
should de acknowledped, appeared to ‘be
so unfeelingly, ‘o arrogantly disthimed.

_ Roramoment:his resentful ifeelings were

subliuel, when ‘he learned thdt it was to
Grandison . Albina was ‘indebted for the
kindness of 'lerd. Fitzossory; hiit when'the
reflectad ithat, while thus interestad about
a‘eomparative-starger, 'hivnearest, dearest
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ties were neglecied, he knew not how.to
aseribe to any generous motive his inter-
ference about her.

N

CHAPTER VL

P g 22 2o 2 g

¢ The lonely shepherd, on the mountain’s side,
With patience waits the rosy opening day ;
The mariner, at midnight’s darksome tide,
With cheerful hupe expects the morning }ay »

COULD Albina have tasted of the waters
of Lethe, she might have been bappy. at.
~ this period; but, with such recollections,
such reflections as pervaded her mind, that:
was impogsible. True, she was compaa-.
tively easy on. her own account; -but. the
uncertainty she was in. about the fate of .
the dear, the venerated beings who had.
reared her, prevented this oonmdemhon
from having that effect upon her it other-
wise might... To thipk that, at that, yery:
time, .they might be tossing on the wild
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waves of the vast Atlantic, or in a strang

country, ‘without eomfort or assistance

uncertain perhaps of ever returning t
that where every hope and wish was cen-
tered, was a.source of agony to her. And
was it a being whose memory nature en.
joined her to love and respect that had ex-
posed them to all this? It was a thought
she was eompelled to fly from ; and, aware
that our sorrows are not to be obtruded
amidst' strangers, she strove to compose
and collect her agitated mind against her
arrival at Rock Fort. - :

The earl received her with kmdness,
and Grandison with every demonstration
of real pleasure. He said every thing that
.had a tendency to sooth and reanimate
her—assured her he. considered himself as
a connexion, and that her giving him
proofs of regarding him in a similar light
would both flatter and delight him.

She found.her brother arrived, before
her, and. though she: had no reason ‘to
think, much of -his regard for her; still the
sight .of a person she had a patural claim
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upon was a pleasure to her.. On inwolan-
tarily reproaching him for his silence,.-de
assured her he had never veceived a Intter
from her, and that the uhhappiness he had
lately been under was considerably aug-
mented by his ignorance respecting her.. .
. She ‘tried to hope :and believe he was’
sineere in-this assertion; but a doubt ln-
gered, and din experiencing ‘it she did not
by any means-wrong ‘him, for ‘her letters
had in reality come to hand, but threugh
a selfish ‘policy he had decided on mét no-
ticing them, that thus all hope of assist-
ance from him might -at -once ‘be- cut -off.
In his ‘intended abandonment of her-'he
saw, however, he could not persevere, from
the motice whic¢h ‘the Fitzossory ﬁlmxly
thought proper to tike of ‘her.
"Besides those above mentioned, theaparty
-4t ock Fort consisted ‘at present of ithe
dowager countess ‘De Bellemeont, the sister
of -the earl, as already ‘stated—her fashion-
able and coquettith daughter,ledyCaroline
Ayrcourt—a Miss Blaney, 'the daughter.of
a deceased ‘antl ‘Hlustrious friend -of- tthe
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general’s, who, in consequence of being left
nearly destitute (notwithstanding the high
rank of her father), the general, who owed
‘him many obligations, had gratefully taken
under his care—-a Miss Clinton, the or-
phan heiress of a deceased banker, whose
wealth induced a pretty cousin of the earl’s
to overlook his low origin, and who, on
his death, left his lordship sole guardian to
“his daughter—lord Castle Dermot—and,
last, a Miss Pearce, a lady a little on the
decline, whom, laying claim to be a_half-
sister of the earl’s, he had, from her need-
ing the assistance of a wealthy relative,
allowed to take up her abode under his
-Lady Caroline and lord Castle Dermot
are already known to our readers; it there-
 fore only remains to introduce the others

to their notice. . The fixed residence of the
dowager was in England, but she liked
her present quarters too well to be in a
. hurry to change them. She was what is

denominated a woman of the world, that

vO&L. 1. G
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is, 4 person who, in attending to other mat-
.ters, never loses sight of her own interest.
‘With all his passions and prejudices, her
brother had still many noble traits i his
nature ; but, except_for her own immedi-
ste commexions, ber ladyship had little
thought or consideration for any one.

- Miss Slaney was a fat fair-looking girl,
"with-an apparently-eternal inclination to
laughter, and a disposition to be easily im-
posed on and pleased; there were some,
however, who pretended to say they dis-
eovered a slyness in her eountenance, that
eonvinced them the former was not so easy
as might be at first supposed from casnal
observation; whether right, however, in
their conjecture, or rather assertion, time
was yet to determine.
* + Miss Clinton was pretty, but vain, and
‘arrogated not a little to herself from the
eonsequence she conceived she derived
from her fortune. She was not yet of age,

but, as soon as she was, purposed going
ower .to' England, where some of her de.

ceased father's property lay. In the inte-
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¥m she induiged herself with all that it
eould precure her, and was not a little gra-
tified by finding herself an object of gene-
rel admirstion.

This admiration occaswned the most
malignant feelings in the bosom of lady
Carolire ; she envied her all that excried
it—her youth, her beauty, and her for-
tine; and, to try to humble and mwortify
her, sometimes set. off Miss Slaney m op-
position to her. To her, therefore, Misw
Slaney really owed obligation, since %o
her she was indebted for advantages she
would not otherwise have reeeived, ‘since
nothing could be less kind to her than the
general conduct of lady Cavline when re-
gulated by herself.

But Miss Clinton was neither to be
Msmnbled nor intimoddated ; skie knew hes
own pretensions, and had both spirit and
resolution to support them. Fn vain Jady -
Caroline and her mother drew mvidivws
comparisons between birth and fortume,
and dwelt on the precedence that shoukk

oo c2 } ' -
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at all times be given to Miss Slaney from
the former; the more tbej tried to humble
her, the more she assumed, to their ex-
treme surprise and mortification, as they
conceived it would have been an essy
matter to have humbled or intimidated
a girl of her age, and brought up in what
to them was comparative retirement. -
But, notwithstanding appearances, all
was not at peace in the bosom of the fair
heiress. Dundonald had succeeded in in-
gratiating himself into her good graces,
and the struggle this occasioned between
love and ambition rendered her at times
very unhappy. She aspired to a title, and
the ruin that had overwhelmed his father
did not tend to reconcile her to the idea
of resigning her pretensions for him; yet
to bring herself to resolve on giving him’
up she:could not easily do. .
After the death of his mother, the fa-
ther of lord Fitzossory had married again;
and on his decease, his widow, who was
rather a' young woman, gave her hand to
'a gentleman of the name of Pearce, by
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whom she had a daughter, who, on the
death of her parents, which happened
much about the same time, being left in
very unpleasant circumstances, was, on
the explanation of these to the earl, to
whom she chose to consider herself re-
Iated,. invited to take up her abode in his.
mansion. She was now, as already stated,
. = little on the decline—tall and stiff in
ber person, and cold, formal, and often
supercilious, in her manner, with an. ex-
treme propensity to interfere in what did
not, concern her. From being connected,
a8 she chose to. conceive, with the Fitz
«ossory family, she arrogated not a little to
herself, never failing, wherever she thought -
this was not known, to. make mention .of
it, by introducing the name of her mo-
ther the countess-dowager, .as indeed, in
one way or other, she was always trying
to do: \
.. Lady Caroline sl persevered in en-
-couraging the gallantries of lord Castle
Dermot, but, fearful of their being no-

~
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ticed at Rock Fort, from the total stop
that. such a circumstance wotild occasion
being put te them, she proposed, in order
to divert suspicion from her, his pretend-
ing to pay his addresses to Miss Blaney.
From the diversion it promised to afford
hitn, his lordship was prevailed on to con-
sent; but not, however, till she had as-
sured him that, whenever he found i
convenient to- break with her, she would
furnish him with some plau&ble pretext -

- - for the purpose.

" Accordingly he was soon set down s
the admirer of the young lady, whose
wsual inclimtion to mirth did not seem
Yessened by the eircumstence. But, simple
-#8 many’ people had before thought her,
they did not by any means think her s
simple as her manner now towards him
manifested, seeming by it to conceive that
the first intimation of his passion for lwer:
hod given him a right to dictate to her,
- #s'on every occasion she was running up
to him to know bow she should act; thus
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giving an eclat and publicity to his pre-
. $ended attentions to her which he by e
meais desired..

"The welcome which she bad reoelved
from the eml and Grandison, Albina did
mnot by any means meet with from the
. ether inmates of the Castle; the younger

Iadies did not like the introduction of 3
person so attractive, and the old ladies
“deemed her too insignificant to be noticed,
while lord Castle Dermot becarse almoat
savage with her, from not being able to
extort from her the present address of
Fidelia. .
The day after her arrival, the earl hnd
# long conferenee with her, in which he
. assured her both she and her brother
might place every reliance on his friend-
ship and kindness, as long as they acted
agreeably to his wishes. One of the estates
. which. her late father had purchased on
speculation, and the title to which was
now disputed, had. been settled on them;
but as the trustees would do nothing in
- defence of it, from knowing that, . if vece-
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vered, the creditors could derive no ad-
‘vantége from the circumstance, owing .to
the settlement alluded to, he proceeded to
_inform her that he had given instructions
to his law agent to take up the business,
and that he méade but very little doubt of
its being settled in a manner that wenld
secure to them a handsome independence,
' "How cheering was this intimation to
.Albina !—how delightful to her to think
‘that -shortly perhaps it would be in her
‘power to make amends to her beloved
grandfather and grandmother for the ip-
jury done them by her father, by reinstat-
. ing them in all their former happiness and
comfort! Her gratitude to lord Fitzossory
‘was what must be supposed, and the effect
-produced on her spirits by his conversation
with her, enabled her a little to enjoy the.
_.gaiety surrounding her. But soon she felt

a transient damp upon them by the de-’

parture of colonel Geandison, whose kind,
. .whose soothing attentions had the effect

~ of preventing her feelmg the want of them

-from others. -
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As usual, the day after his departure a
large party was assembled in the drawing-
-room to dinner. . Amongst the guests were
sir Phelim O’Leary (already mentioned)
and his family, and counsellor Corney, the
friend and confidant of Walter. The for-
mer, fond of rambling about, had come to
the neighbouring town of D——, to pass
a little time there; but the latter resided -
in the neighbourhood.

~ Soon after being seated at table, some
-one asking lady O'Leary how she liked
D——, she declared she found it quite
‘a8 odious as she did every other place she
had tried in the kingdom, immediately
commencing her favourite. theme —the
* abuse of Ireland, protesting that nothing
but the roguery of sir Phelim’s- tenants-
had prevented her being in England long
before.

“ So you rifle the hive and then forsake
it! Now, is that fair, lady O’Leary ?”

“ Ah, my dear lord! don't let us renew
our arguments on the old subject; any

G 3 .
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thing is fair that prevents a person suffer-
ing martyrdom, by eantinuing in a place
they cannot endure. Were you to re.
- #ide amy time in England, I am indubi
tibly convinced your prejudice in favour
- of this unfortunate isle would vanish, and,
ihttead of wishing to come back to it, you
would detest it so much as neverto demé
0 eome back to it.” E
. % A very sufficient reason then for not
leaving it. I should hate and despise my-
self, if capuble of conceiving an aversion'to
ltiy native place.”
-« protest, if one ean derive grtater '
advantages and enjoyments from a resi-
_“dence elsewhere, I don't see any reflection
it ‘éan “be upon one to do so; for what's
the uge of taste if we don’t discriminate?
and according to our discrimination, we
must set a value upon things. However,”
allded she, temporizing a little, for ‘her
adyship could now and then take & little
dide’ into the opinion of others, if ‘she
theught the one asserted by herself at-the
“moment particularly ealculated to offend,
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.1, believe I might, and should indeed be
induced to remain more stationary here,
but that policy dictates to sir Phelim the
eultivation of a connexian he has formed
with a certain political party in the other
‘kingdom ; led by it to believe that there
# a likelihood of—but,” putting up ber
hand to shade her face and laughing af-
fectedly, * this is to be understood. as
spoken aside—his barbarous name, beg-
ging pardon of his godfathers and god-
mother, being merged in a title. Hes-
vens! what a name! as. my delightful
friend Miss. Donohue says, to have.an-
nounced in a drawing-raom! She protests
.upon her honour, that she never hears it
.that it. does not conjure up to ber_vmy
the borrid murdering chieftains, alias sa-
.vages, of old Bryan Boru’s time.”
“.Oh fie!” cried Corney, laughmg, wbo
.was a great pretender to a kind of sly bu-
mour—*“ What an unpatriotic lady this
Miss Donobue, to deprecate the heirs af
-her-own lord I”
- %Ay, ’usbyconductof t.hlskmd ﬁ.i
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by either inveighing against, or turning’
-inte ridicule, every thing belonging to Ire- -
" land, that she has gradually lost her-proud
pre-eminence amongst nations. ‘When.
- strangers hear. those who have been nur-
tured: in her bosom, and battened on her
soil, abusing her, ’tis natural for them to
conclude she is every thing that is odious
-and :despieable. But the bad poliey: of
this will yet be perceived, when, deserted,
.-and of course'impoverished, she is:unable,
. thidugh such means, to furnish her wrima-
‘tural children with: the supplies their va-
‘mity-and extravagance need elsewhere.” -

“ Ay, so I.told lady O'Leary,” cried sir
Pheelith 3 *'tis just the sdme thing, I said,
wus if she beégan to rail at her daughters.

-« Yes, or as if one exposed the tricks of
‘a vicious horse wanted to be got rid of;”
said lord Castle Dermot. « Curse me if
T ¢are: whether Ireland was swallowed:-up
in the sea—the Red Sea, if near enough;
but, ‘ddmme, s T belong to it, if 1 would
Yet any man abuse it; -by gad l’d wfmg

¥ likte a partridge™ - .
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“. He! he!” tittered lady O’
- “tis well then I am of the sex that's pri-
-vileged.” -
“And is it only because. you belong to

-Ireland. that you:stand up in defence of
it ?™. asked Corney. “ That argues no self-

love, to be sure!”

< * Oh, damme if I care what it argues :
"I have already said I'll never let any man
.abuse the country, as ] am considered be-

longing to it; but as to saying I like it
-better - than any other, that’s a different
.thing, There's no variety here—nothing
.on the grand, the magnificent scale that
-there is abroad.™ . '
=+ .%¥ True,” -assented. lord l‘xtzossory, thh

b:ttemess, “.but why? because the na-
~tional consequence of the kingdom - has
‘been bartered away, and with it the
" -means of keeping up that splendour and
-magnificenee it oould once shew has. been.
lost.”
. “ Perhaps so,” sani lord Cast.le Dermot ,
wcapglessly.  « If so, ’tis a pity that those :
who did as you say should n.ot, 28.8. Dy
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nishment, be compelled to:live entirely in
it. But,. curse me if it wouldn’t be.too
bad, that those who didn’t share in. the
crime should share in the purgatory.”™ -
 “ What'a happy way your lordship has
of expressing yourself ” said Coerney, ¢ dr
improving on an observation!” e,
“Oh, damme, I make no set speeches--
-Fleave that to gentlemen of your profes-
sion—declaiming ageinst crimes by whieh
~ they live., ‘But; d-propos, my dear fellow
—1I wish you joy of your forensic honour:!
~Faith, you are getting on famously -
never réad any-thing finer in my life than
that opening speech of yours on that late
crim. con.-affair " But is it true, my desr
fellow, that the lady, instead of thanking
you for yout pathetic and extenuating re-
presehtation: of - her - sufferings from the
cruel gallant, stopped her carriage one day
in the‘street;.dn order to -have an opportu
nity of giving.you.a box on the ear for it %’
~* Oh, my lord™ laughing, “ I'm not
sufficibitly & mfan - of fashion- to boasc of
“Mpf/the ladies.” S

4



THE MUNSTER COTTAGE BoY. 135

* %A devilish favour, indeed, that to boast-
of '—Well, certainly those affuirs are very
amusing; the newspapers might languish
for me, if it was not now and then for
their appearance in them. Before I sit
down attentively to peruse one, I always
glance over it; and if I see no list of atro-
eious crimes, a breach of promise of mar-
xiage, or crim. con. cases, throw it aside;
for, as to births, deaths, or marriages, curse
me if I care who comes into the world, or
- who goes out of it! and as to parliamen-
tary debates, Westminster meetings, and
Smithfield returns, they are devilish-bores,”
« Then; instead of praying against the
deadly sins, your lordship would rather
pray for their commission, in order to be
amused? - Well, I am sure I don’t know
what you would de if an amendment were
to. take place. in morals, except, on the
plan of madame Genlis for her. pupil, you
wete to have one written on pmpose for
yourself” ~
-« My God, then, my lord,” -id ‘Miss
Pearce, who was extremely presise hath
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ini her notions as well ‘as manners, “is it
possible your lordship can be amused. by
the sins of the world? I am sure I never
‘read of any thing bad, particularly these
cases,” and she looked down aﬂ‘ecbediy,
< that I don’t quite shudder.” oL

"¢ What cases, ma’am ?” asked lady’ Ca-
-roline, who sometimes delighted in teazmg

“her.

'+ «Lond, lady Caroline, you quite asto-
nish me by your question!—What an .
-alteration in manners '—O, if it was ever
imagined that I even thought of such
‘matters, how my mother the countess '
dowager, and my governess madame La
Porte, would have stared I '
+ “Oh Lord, ma'am, you speak of ante-
- diluvian days! Stiff manners and affected -
innocence went out with stiff stays and
treble ruffles. No one thinks it any harm
or indecorum now to speak of thmgs as
they occur.”

"¢ It would be much better, however, if
they did,” observed an elderly lady of the
.nsme.‘of Frankland; ¢ for those who
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speak freely are but too apt, in time, to
act. freely. I dislike affectation, of all
things; but, of the two, I prefer the af-
fectation of modesty to the appearance of
none at all—that unnatural air of boldness
now assumed by many, under the errone-
ous.idea of freedom of manners being a
proof of honesty. It accords with the ad-
vice of Hamlet to assume a virtue, though
.you haye it not.”

“ But, Lord, ma’am, one can’t shut their
eyes and ears; and ’tis usual to speak of
what. one reads or sees.” ~
.. « If we knew how to restrain our cu-
riogity, we should much oftener remain:
strangers to what ’tis better not to know.
We are seldom so situated as to be com-
-pelled to read or witness what is unpleas-
ing; and, by-the-bye, nothing can be a
greater proof of disrespect than for a gen-
tleman to start eertam subjects before a_
lady.”

“ Hum !” emphatically cried lord Castle
,Dermot—“ a cut at me, as they say in
-the play, by Jove!” . R
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- "Po give a tum to the converstior
which was now becoming too serious for
his amusement, Comey inquired whether
the ladies had heard of the marquis of
Inverary being shortly expeeted in the
neighbourhood ?

No, was the reply, accompanied by in-
~ quiries concerning him -from those who
were interested in the matter.’

Corney, who was a.person that abouwd-
ed in anecdote and what might be termed
gossiping chat, and had heard a good deat
of his lordship while in London, answered
these, describing him as a very accom-
phahed young nobleman, of immense pos-
sessions in the Highlands, and who was
now coming over on a tour of pleasure.

-« A second- Syntax, perhaps, said one
of the Miss O'Learys.

“ He is certainly coming over in search
of beauties,” said Frankland. -

“ Portable ones, I hope,” cried the se-
cond. sister, laughing.

% I can’t exactly say-—all I can is, that,
from what 1 have heard, he has taste
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snd gallantry sufficient to do justice to
sueh.” c '

¢ Delightful! There’s nothing more
captivating to the imagination than the
idea of a Highland cheﬂ:un said Mls
Clinton. -

« 'Fhe marquis of Inverary '—oh, now
I recollect meeting him in my recent visit
to London,* observed lord Castle Dermot;
“ amd a devilish handsome fellow he is—

‘bat a little quiazical, I understand. They
say the beautiful lady B—— would posi-
tively have thrown herself into. his arms,
had he given her any encouragement.”

“God bless my soul ! how lightly people
speak of breaking the commandments now:-
adays!” exclaimed Miss Pearce. * And
does your lordship call him qulzzwal on
that account ?” '

‘“ Do I!—curse me, yes, to be sure,
and a fool beside. If indeed he had been
obliged to encamber himself with her for
life, that would have altered the case; but
as, by the clause in the divorce bill, one is
not now compelled to make what is called
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the amende honorable, 1 think a man
fool who doesn’t profit by the kmdness wof
a fine wonan.”

- “.How generous, how noble your sew-
timents!” said Corney. “ I knew not
whieh to admire most, their liberality, or
. thefrankness with which they are avowed.”

“ Really '—Well, I.am vastly. happy-I
excite so much admiration. Perhaps the
. caution . with which- you conceal yours
will, at some time or other, not excite less
worider.” - ;

This, was -a remark that t:wval:enedi a
consciousness -in- the breast of Corney,
that made him blush to the eyes; he had
adroitness, however, to conceal his corsfa.
sion, and foreed himself to laugh at the
" observation. :

“« My God!" agam exclatmed M'm
Pearce—“ But I.am sure, my lord, you
are not always serious in what you say 2™
. “ Why not, ma’am ?” returned his lond-
ship, with unparalleled impudence. - “'I
never. jest but when I. make love to an
old woman.” -



THE. MUNSTER COTTAGE BOY., M1

This answer had the effect of silencing
poar Miss Pearce for some time, from the
confusion it excited, owing to the titter it
gave rise to amongst the younger part of
the company.

- Lady De Bellemont soon after made a .
motion for withdrawing ; most of the gen-

tlemen soon followed: the elder part of

the company sat down to cards, but, after

tea, the younger part commenced dancing

in another room.

By the dexterous management of lady
Caroline and Miss Clinton, who both .
viewed her with envy, and accordingly
wished to have her mortified, Albina was
left unengaged. Very little concerned &t
the circumstance, she sat leaning on a sofa,
quietly looking on, when lord Castle Der-
mot, who had first sat. down to cards, in a
sudden fit of illhumour started up from
the table and stalked into the room, where,
throwing himself on a seat, he sat sulkily
inattentive to all around him. Some one
at length observing him, asked why he
did-not dance?
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. Why! he repeated—* Why how .

the devil should I, when there’s no oné to
dance with?” ‘

- “.Oh insensible " -exclaimed Corney,
glancing at A]bma, who was certam?y the
handsomest girl in the room.

- “ Oh, I beg pardon,” said his lordship,
“ for overlookmg the lady.” Then rising,
but as if it was & fatigue, and stalking to
Albina—*“ May 1 hope, ma’am, after this,
you'lll honour me with your-hand ?”

“ Oh, with the greatest pleasure, my
Jord,” replied Albina, good-humeouredy,
determined, by her manner, no one should
triumph at her expence, by letting it be
.seen she was piqued or mortified in the
Jeast by the neglect she met with. *.I
declare, ¥ love dancing so much, I would
accept any partner almost, however disa-

greeable, rather than.net stand up.”

- Thank you, ma'sm,” said his lordship,

angrily. “ You are pelite, I am sure”
* “ PDear me! with affected sinplicity,
% what have I said?” .

“ Why, that I need not -place to any
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very flattering account the honour you
have now dome me.”

-« Dear me! in the same tone in which
she had just spoken, “ how unconsciously
sometimes people spesak the truth! I hope
your lordship is not offended ?”

- Offended '—oh no, ma’am,” pulling up
his gollar in some agitation—* no, damh
it, 1. am not easily put out of sorts with
myself”

“ Indeed, so I thought.”

*. % Thank you, ma’am; you improve.”

~ « Indeed '—I am vastly glad, I am sure,
your lordship thinks so, because I know
your taste and judgment to be so superla:
tive; and, in return, you mey rely on it,
whenever I think the same of you, you

shall know it.”

“ Vastly obhgmg —But I don’t t!nnk

| .1 skall trouble you.”

-+ “ Why indeed,” a little pomted}y “1I
am rather inelined to think not.”

.+ Far, however, from eontinuing to feel
offended, this rsillery had the effect.of re:
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storing lord Castle Dermot to all his usual
careless good-humour; and his. attentions
‘soon began to be so particular to his fair-
partner, as to awaken the jealousy of lady
Caroline, and occasion her interference.
Miss Slaney wished to speak to him, she
said: he would have declined, however,
from the agreeable manner in which he
was engaged, hearing what the lady had
to say, to him at present, but for an ex-
pressive look from lady Caroline, and most
reluetantly he resigned the hand of his fair
partner.

Her being thus able to baffle their ma-
lice occasioned no little mortification to
those who wished.to mortify her; but the
gay and happy manners.that enabled her
to do so were forced; her uncertainty on
more than. one interesting subject pre-
vented the real restoration of ber spirits,
and made her, in consequence, wish as
much as possible to be alone; this, how:
ever, she soon found she could seldom be,
from the continual engagements that were .
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taking place, either at home or' abroad,
without, incurring the imputation of sin-

gularity er affectation.

CHAPTER VII.

¢s00000000000000g

" .« Then,,in despite of broad-eyed watchful day,
*. I would iuto thy bosom pour iy thoughts—
. But,ah! I will not.”

'SPRING. was by this time advanced, and
"ina solitary ramble now and then through

the beautiful walks of Rock Fort, new
decked with the variegated buds and blos:
soms' of the. vernal season, Albina was
semetimes soothed into a state of pensive -

“tranquillity. Of those whom her thoughts

involuntarily dwelt on, we may suppose
Hastings one. What claims indeed had
he not given himself, by his.conduct to- .
wards her, to her recollection !-—what hase

“Ingratitude indeed would she not be guilty.

of, eould she forget him, aﬁ:en the- sym-

' wOL. IIL H
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pathy, the generous resentment . he -had
evinced on her account! In vain she
wished to learn what the result of the lat-
ter had been. Fidelia could give her na
information on the subject, from the total
cessation of his intercourse with the Miss
Bryerlys. :

Angxious in the extreme to learn some-
thing respecting him, she summoned cou-
rage to ask, after dinner one day, when
none but the family party were present,
whether such a regiment (mentioning the
one he belonged to) had yet quitted —

- “ Why do you ask?” demanded lord
Castle ' Dermot, to whom, more than to
any other person, the question seemed ad-
dressed. “ Do you know any one in it?”

After hesitating a little, Albina, with a
blush, rephed she did—* A gentleman of
the name of Stovendale.”

- % The earl caught at the name, and
started.—* What ! the son of a gentleman
lately deceiised ?” he asked.

Albina, by a bow, rephed in the aﬂir-
mative.
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~ “ The brother of Rodolph, I protest!”
exclaimed lady Caroline. * Dear me! I

should like to see him. Pray is he hand- -

some, Miss Dundonald ?”
“ Who, ma’am ?” asked Albina.

“ Why, the brother of colonel Grandi-

son. Don’t you know that he and captain
Stovendale are brothers ?”

- -« Not till this present minute, madam.”
. % Well, tell me, is he handsome ?”

T should presume, ma’am,” now inter-
rupted lord Fitzossory, with a sternness
that made Albina start, “ on many ac-
counts, it can be of very little consequence
to you to know what he is; and knowing
what you do, I confess I feel surprise at
the want of respect your ladyship has
evinced for me by the question you have
asked.—As to you, Miss Dundonald, .did
I imagine you as well informed on the
present subject as lady Caroline Ayrcourt,
I could not forgive your allusion to the
person just mentioned. I now acquaint
you, madam, for your guidance in future,

H2
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that his is a name, absolutely prohibited
i this house; that I allow of no imter-
. fexence in any thing that comcerns me;
and that, should youy, agsin attempf; to
make him the. theme. of discourse, or
choose to consider him in. the light of an
‘apquaintange, you, must cease to consider
me in that of a friend ; 3nd take: this along
with you, that,in digohliging and, offend-
* ing me, ’tis 9t youasslf alone. you, injure,
buf; also your, brother; for,, at the moment
of dgciding to receive you, I also decided,
if either incurred my resgntment, to.shake
both, off, as.the ungrateful stock of a man,
in, reality wnconnected with me.” So say-
ing, he.arpse, and, pushing away his chau;
wigh violence, quitted the room.

Eor 3, momant, almost after, every one,
- Walten ¢xqepted (who was, seldom diseon.
certed, by what, did not immediately, can-
cgrn, himself), seemped, confounded by his,
londship’s. violepes.—~ Gpd bless my soul I*
exclaimed Migs Pearce, wha, from political

‘motines, wisheds as, he.was absents 4o seamy
to take part with lagdy Caroline—*1 am
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sure people need to weigh their Wwords
well here before they speak.”

“ Perhaps it wotild be better if 'théy
always did,” returned Tady De Bellemort,
 a'tone of haughity coolrtess that proved
her muth offended. .

« Dear Te! how shocking his erdships’
violence ™, said Miss Clinton, brrt with an
air that proved she ‘cared not in the Teast
about it. « Well, positively I'll endeaveur
to make sure of ot mairying a passionate -
than, for I have not terves for such sceties
as the recent.”

“ Y hope, Miss Dutdonald, this 'mll be
a caution to you in futute,” said Fergus,
enraged beyond expression at what he had
et with frofn theearl through her means.
«"The léss young ladies speak about stran-
gers, the better.”

The affrighted and bewﬂdeied Albina
could constrain hetself no longer—she
gushed into tears, and fled to her room

" for refuge. How bitter were' the reflec-

tions that accomphied her there! Was

it then oh a being who had bétrayed his



150 THE MUNSTER COTTAGE BOY.

considering her as no connexion, that she
solely depended for protection -and any
chance of future support—a being - who,
on the least caprice; the least- irritation,
could shake her off as easily as the wintry
wind does the last lingering leaves of au-
tumn from the despoiled tree!—But this
was not all : should chance throw her and
Hastings in the way of each other again,
she must not dare to renew her. acquaint-
ance with him—dare to give him any
© proof of his being remembered with gra- -
‘titude and esteem by her. How was it
that she had remained in ignorance till
now of the connexion so recently disco-
vered ?—how was it that it remained un-
' acknowledged by either brother? Her
curiosity -on this head was gratified by
Miss Pearce, who, in trying to learn how
she and Hastings had becomeacquainted,
betrayed the whole of the Fltzossory his-
tory. -
It seemed to Albina, from what she
heard, that neither brother was to blame
—that a cruel policy had alone kept them
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asunder; and that, if once introduced .to
each other, they cquld not fail of being
attached. Oh! what happiness to her to
bring about this introduction! But, after
what had occurred, to attempt such a
- thing was not to be thought of.

The fond hope she had indulged of
shortly meeting with Hastings again, was
now relinquished ; what she had desired,
she now absolutely dreaded, from the tor-
turing feelings she was aware it would
doom her to—the feelings she must expe-
rience from bemg compelled to shun, as a
stranger, a person who had such clauns to
her gratitude and regard. .

It may readily be presumed she did not
recover her tranquillity ; the semblance of
it, however, she was forced to assume, by
the watchfulness of ‘the alarmed  Fergus,
who feared her appearing unhappy might
be construed into a resentment against his
lordship that might offend him.

About a fortnight after this brouillerie,
as the family were assembled one morning
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to breakfast, military music was heard
approaching; a servant was immediately
dispatched to inquire abomt it, and re-
turned with word. that it was a regiment
lately arrived at D~ that had come
down to fire at a target in the park.

The earl, with his wonted politeness
and hospitality, declared he ‘would imme-
diately go out to introduce himself to the
officers, and invite them to breakfast after
the firing was over;. he accordmgly sallied -
forth, accompanied by the rest of the party. -

But what was the confusion, the con-
sternation of Albina, on discovering that
this was the regiment to which Flastings
belonged !—She glanced at the ear}, but
nothing in his countenance gave any indi-
~ cation of his recollecting the circumstance,
if indeed aware of it. 'This, however, was
not the case either-with lord Castle Der-

mot or Fergus, and the looks of.the latter
~ terrified her by their angry significance.
All she could do to tranquillize herself

was to hope that Hastings had not yet
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returned fromn England: fearfully she
looked about, and not seeing him, at last
began to think it was as she wished.

The &ifl introduced hitm to the colonel,
and by the tolonel the other officers were
presented ¢o the ladies. For some time
théy were very agteeably amused by the
vatious evofutions of the men, and the
petfortiande of the band: they were col-
lected near it, listening to some admired
aifs, when mn officer, turning to one stand-
itg by Albina, demanded if he knew
what hed become of 8tovendale?

~« Not I, fuith,” replied the other; « and,
fiow I recollett, T missed him soon after
the pattitig up of the target.”

Albina started 4t the name, but instant-
ly endeavoutred to theck her emotion, from
perceiving that not only Fergus but the
earl were both dose to her, and had also
heard it. ‘Oh, how did her heart pant at
the momeétit! how did she pray she might
have no further cause for agitation '~~But
shie was destined to experienee still gmater

H3
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Suddenly she beheld Hastings approach-
ing. Conscious of being watched, apprised
of the consequences that would result from
her recognition of him as an acquaintance,
she instantly averted her head, nor ven-

tured to look round again for some time;

when she did, he was gone—gone, she
was convinced, impressed with the most
injurious ideas of her. She had banished
him, then, from her—banished him, with

a conviction of her being insincere, un- -

grateful, forgetful of the kindest atten-
tions, the most unreturnable obligations.
And was she to allow him to rest under
this cruel belief?—was there no way of
retrieving herself in his opinion—of in-

_forming him of the cruel necessity that

fettered her will—of the fate of others de-
pending on her acquiescence to the arbi-
trary prohibition laid upon her?—alas!
-she saw none; and her very soul was in
agony at the thought of the light in which
he must view her.
The firing at length over, the party pro-
ceeded to the house. Mechanically Albina
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moved along, careless at the moment of all
_ that was passing; not so her companions
—they appeared highly delighted with the
gallant attentions and gay badinage of the
officers.
. “ But where is Stovendale?” was again -
the sudden exclamation of one of the latter.
“ Faith! I don’t know,” was again the
-reply of the officer who had before an-
swered a similar interrogation, and who
still kept his station by Albina; “ on hear- -
ing we were invited to breakfast by the -
earl, he said he had business elsewhere;
but he would be ready to join at the first
sound of the bugle.” :
He knew then, it seemed to her, from
this, that theré he would not be volunta-
rily admitted as a guest; but this know- ,
ledge did not by any means assure Albina
that he would form a right surmise as to -
the cause of her conduct towards him; he
could scarcely, she thought, imagine that
the prejudice of the earl against him would
be carried to the length of restricting the
acquaintance of another person with him.

1
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The offieers did not depart without due
acknowledgmients for the reception they
had met at Rock Fort, or being invited
to repeat their visit to it whenever agree-
able; the earl feeling pleasure in yiolding
* to his natural urbanity and hospitality,
. since relieved by the conduct of Flastings
from all fears of being intruded on by him.
- The military party had no sooner taken
leave, than he mentioned the circamstance
of his belonging to the regiment, n order,
he 'said, ‘that the ladies, by béing timely
apprised of it, might be on their guard
against an introduction to him--* Not

from any personal prejudice,” he added, .

“ to the young man, but entirely the fa-

‘mily reasons that long since induced me

~ to decide against any correspondence with
his family~As to you, Miss Dundonald,”
turning to her, “ I thank you for the at-

tention you paid to my wishes on the sub- -

jéct; my eye was on you, and I marked
the decided manner in which you repelled-
the young man’s attempt for a renewal of
your acquaintance.” . _ -
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Altina bowed—she could not speak at
the momtnt, she could not Yoree herself to
say she was happy at conduct having met
his approbation that was torturing her
heart to think of. The decided manner in
which she repelled his attempt to speak to
her—oh! how agonizingly fottible were
these words! in what a light did they
make her regard hetself!

For a few days she continued almost
the image of despait; the idea then oc-
curred of trying to extuse herself in the
eyes of Hastings, and thus relieving her-
self from the anguish she was enduring.
In ‘pursuance of it, she decided on no
longer avolding golhg oat, as for some
days past she had done; the ladies were
in the hablt of frequently going to D—-,
and thither she resolved on now sccompa-
nying them, conceiving that there was a
chetnee of encountering him, in a wuy that
would afford her an opportunity of giving
the explanation she desired.

‘Aceordingly, the next time the earriage
was ordered there, she took a place in it,



158 THE MUNSTER COTTAGE BOY,

with lady Caroline and Miss Clinton, un-
attended, to her great. joy, either by Fer-
gus or any other of the gentlemen that
day, owing to there being.a race on the
strand. They drove to a milliner’s on the
Grand Parade. Albina alighted, and her
companions were about following her,
when the marchioness of Curragh’s car-
riage driving by to a neighbouring hotel,
.they drew back, and, telling her they
would be with her presently, ordered the
coachman to follow thither, wishing to
pay their compliments to_ her ladyship.
Albina, who had really some purchases to
make, advanced into the shop, but had
scarcely done so, when she started at be-
bolding Hastings, half-seated on the coun-
ter, trying on some gloves. From the
manner in which she caught him regard-
ing her, it was evident he had been watch- .
ing her from the moment of her alighting;
but, the instant their eyes encountered,
his were withdrawn, and he began some
laughing remark to the young girl who
was attending him with the gloves.
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Trembling with agitation; Albina moved
on to an inner room where the millinery
was displayed, and, sinking on a seat, faint-
ly mentioned the articles she wanted to
see.- While the woman was selecting them,
she tried to compose herself—but in vain
—the opportunity she had so earnestly
wished for of coming to an explanation
with Hastings had occurred, but she knew
not how, or rather wanted courage, to
make use of it offended as he so evident-
ly was, he might repel any effort for the
purpose; and if he did, the motive for .
this effort unexplained, what misconstruc-
tion might he not put on it? . '

"Undecided how to act, convinced that,
if she did not avail herself of the present
opportunity for explanation, she should
regret, when too late, not having done so,
yet still shrinking from the measure, she
at length determined on a few lines to
him, conceiving there was a much greater

~ chance of avoiding what she dreaded by

addressing him’in this way, than attempt-
ing it verbally ; accordingly, tearing a leaf
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- fiotn a pocket-book she had in het ridicule,
she hastily wrote the following lines with
her pencil o -

“ To Captain Stovendale.

“ In acting as I now do, T may
be accused of indecorum ; but I prefer in-
curring the risk, rather than being accused
. by captain Stovendale of forgetfulness of
the kind attentions recéived from him; or
by myself, of any slight or disrespect to
the brother of a person I owe such obliga-
tions to as to colonel Grandison. To ac-
count for the incident of the other day, I
have only, I trust, to inform captain Sto-
vendale that I am at present under- the
absolute control of lord Fitzossory—a cir-
cumstance which he was not perhaps pre-
viously apprised of, but which will, I trust,
fully explain what I wish to be understood
by him. « A D.”

et —

While twisting it up, her eyes invotun
tarily uplifted, she beheld hetself the ob-
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jeet of hls fixed attention: no time was to
be lost~~the person in attendance was for-
tunately called away at the moment by
some other customers, and s‘he accordmg]y
keld it up to him. "

" He started, and for a minute looked ir-
resolute, or rather as if he knew not how
to believe what he saw; then advancing
mto the parlowr— Me, madam ?” he said
« Am I mistaken? or 'did you do me
the honour of inviting me here ?”

Albina was unable to speak—she almost
feared she was wrong in what she had
dome; but it ‘was now too late to draw
back. In silence shre gave him her billet,
" and then, to avoid his Jooks, preterded to
basy herself in examining the things dis-
played before her. '

The woman of the shop now returned,
and immediately Hastings retired, and the
néxt minute quitted the shop. Albima
knew not what to think, and her unter
tainty augmented the previous colour on
her cheek to a feverish glow. Should her
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apology, her explanation, be treated with
disdain—But the idea was not endurable.
She had no time to dwell on it: lady Ca-
roline and Miss Clinton speedily returned,
accompaniec by.several of the officers, and
. of course she was compelled to try and
rouse herself from her abstraction.

While endeavouring to appear amused
by some of the gay badinage addressed to
her, Hastings again entered. Involunta-
rily, on perceiving him, her eyes were
averted, and for a minute she had not
courage to steal a glance. When at length -
she summoned courage for the purpose,
oh! how was she reassured by the expres-
sive look of gratitude she caught from
him! She had succeeded then in acquit-
ting herself in his opinion, and a weight
of misery was removed from her heart by
-the conviction; but any further commu-
nication than by looks was just at the
- precise moment prevented by the watch-
fulness of lady Caroline and Miss Clinton,
who no sooner understood who he was,
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than, after staring at him till they abso-
lutely embarrassed him, they turned their
attention upon her.

At length they prepared to depart. Al-
bina was following to the carriage, handed
by an officer, when Hastings starting for-
ward, stooped down, and saying, “ You
have dropt something, ma’am,” slipped a
folded paper into her hand; and then
drawing back, but not without a stifled
sigh of regret at being prevented paying
attention to her, allowed her to proceed. -

With what eagerness did she hasten
to her chamber the moment of reaching
Rock Fort, for the purpose of perusing
her billet, which ran as follows :—

—————— -

.« To Miss Dundonald.

« How impossible to express my
gratitude for the goodness, the condescen-
sion of Miss Dundonald, in explaining to
me the circumstance that occasioned the
misery of the other day.! To find that it
was caused by the inveteracy of cruel pre-
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judices, and not any wish on the patt of
Miss Dundonald to deprive me of the
hope of bemgv allowed to cultivate her
esteem, compensates me for it. With the
liveliest sentitnents of esteem, gratitude,:
and respect, I remain her eternally devoted

: ‘ « H.8.”

In having so happily accomplished an
explanation so essential to her tranquillity,
it rhay readily be supposed the heart of
Albina was lightened of an oppressive
load; still, however, she had to lament
the cruel decision of lord Fitzossory. The
officers of his regiment becamé intimate
at Rock Fort, but he no more appeared
with them at it; and even on occasions
when military evolutions might have fur-
nished him with a pretext, he was still
absent; so that at last Albina was in-
clined to believe he had obtained leave of
absence again. Her heart sunk at ‘the
surmise; for, uncertain as every ‘thing stil
remained relative to her future destiha-
tion, she conceived it but too likely, if
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this were the case, they might not meet
again. )

Had no hope of a partlal restoration of
fortune been indulged, reason would have
suggested perhaps that it weére better this
should be the case; but, indulging such a
hope as she did from, the representations
of lord Fitzossory, she had seeretly wished
for opportunities of each becoming better
known to the other.

The painful restraint she was compelled
to impose upon herself in company, made
her seek, as much as possible, to be by her-
self: her greatest indulgence was derived
- from rambling about the delightful do-
main of Rock Fort, rich in varied scenery,
and commanding the most enchanting
views. As she was walking one day at a
distance from the mansion, a rustling
amidst some adjoining, thickets made her
suddenly peuse, and the next. instant, she
beheld Ha.stmgs before her,
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CHAPTER VIIL.

P L L 2 2 2
1

% Aud therefore those may think my "haviour light ;
But trust me, gentlemen, I’ll prove more true
Thaur those that bave more cunning to be strange.”

- .THINKING what Albina had done, her
surprise at this encounter was excessive,
and such as, united to other powerful sen-
sations at the moment, took almost from
her the power of replying to his ardent
inquiries after her health, and animated
expressions.of pleasure at this unexpected
meeting.—* Unexpected indeed !” repeat-
ed . Albina, at length a little recovering
herself, and proceeding to inform him of
his havmg obtained leave of absence again.

“ No,” he said ; after having it so lately, -
he should have found that a difficult mat-
ter. But not taking any great inféreqt,
he .added, in the gaieties of D——, he
had exchanged with an officer stationed
at a village in the vicinity.
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* On learning the name—* You must be
fond of solitude indeed to go to that,” said

Albina; “ for it is in truth what may be - -

styled a miserable place.”

“T don’t pretend to be an anchorite in .
my disposition,” he returned; “ but there
are circumstances at times that make us
act contrary to our real propensities.” '

. Albina guessed what. he alluded to—
unwillingness to be in the way of en-
countering the Fitzossory family, from
the embarrassing feelings she conceived
he must experience, owing to his consci-
ousness of the claims he had to their no-
tice, from the connexion subsisting be-
tween them, and the i injurious_ inferences
that might be drawn from their oversight
of him where that connexion was known. .

—“ T believe,” hesitating a little, “ I may
venture to say I understand you,” said
Albma s # but I trust those circumstances
you have just alluded to will not long re-
main in force. Your brother is shortly
expected back to the Castle again, and ’tis-
impossible, I think, for him to know you
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are in. his. neighbourhood, without such
ak intercourse taking place befiween, yau:
as must, foz the future, insuze you every.
proper attention here.”

“ No, no,” exclaimed Hastings, warmly,
“ I entertain no such hope; and excuse
mg, dear Miss Dundonald, but.let me en--
treat you naever to mention the: grandsom-
of lord Fitzessory to me again by the title
of brother; he has.disclaimed, he has. re-.
nounced,” he' contmued, with. added. heat
-and increasing, agitation, “ that title, and-
never, never will I again allow, myself to:
consider hima as bearing it. He. has, re-:
pelled, he has rejected miy affection, and-
I must be abject: in soul,” with, a hitter:
smile he added, “ if I could. keep. alive-
the idea of & connexion, thus renonneedlaa

- one side.”

“ Good God ! to what- unhappym;stake
is all. this. owing ?” said. Alhina; “ fax. to.
something, of the kind I am persugdad, it.
is, to be imputed, so tmmly amiable does.
youn brother appear to:be. Pardon- me,.
but your. relationship iw s0. uppermost, in:
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ny-thoughts, that I :csmnot forbear giving
him that tifle—a title.I trust and believe
you will yet deem him deserving of”

- % ‘Che waremn-hearted and generous al.
snost iever judge of others by themselves;
but:I buve prosf, imefragabie - proof, of
colonel Grandison himself wishing to dis-
Yaiin {t—such proof as has at onee wrung
and irvitated every feeling.—-But let us
change the subject,” ‘he added—* a sub-
jeet that shakes, that .agitates my very
sdul?” -amd as he spoke he slightly passed
his handkerchief across his brow.

- Adbima-eould net persevere in a subject
whe saw thus agitating ‘to him: he spoke
-of the pratitude he owed for the conde-
scending explenation -she had given him.
—% T. should have considered it due,” she
replied, “ to-any one—though not to all,
perhaps,” with a blush.and a smile, she
added, " skould I have been so anxious
40 waakee it.” . Shetheén, to check perhaps
the-expression of the feelings she saw this -
blush and smile:hud excited, entered into

- ~NPL, 41K : SO
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a detail of all thathadoecurre&aneethew
‘parting in' England. :

+'With the most emnest attention he
listened .to her, and evidently appeared
only restrained by delicate ‘apprebensive:
ness from giving wutterance - to $he -emos
tions it excited. . Cae A

‘But at. length it was necessary :thesn
should separate: what- exactly passed st
the moment we cannot say, but eertain:b
is, that after this Albina did not feel ser
prise again when in her. usualwnlkscha
sometimes met him. )

: Led by various mrcumstanoes wm
der each other in a light that-propelled:te
tautual confidence, the minutes flew swifts
ly while conversing, and every sucoeeding
meeting served but to render.each. still
more interesting to the other. ‘Thode fo-
licitous moments, however, were not' en-
joyed by Hastings without a thousand al-
loying pangs; lost to all hope of indepen- -
dence, the imprudence of seeking them
was but too ‘sensibly felt; yet, spite -of
this conviction, he persisted in deing- so.
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The ‘feelings of his tertured hesxt, how-
ever, could not always be restrained.—
“.Obh.€God ! he suddenly exclaimed one
day, lesting fhil the hand of Albina, which;
pomting out .a prospect to.him, he had
gently: seized and carried to his lips;
“ what wretchedness am I entailing. on:
myself. by the, indulgence I an now en- -
Joying te-But, - though aware. of this, I.
cannes+—cannot bring myself to forego it
--no,{:though convinced that, the mone L.
know;the mare. I must admire—that each:
succeeding interview tends but to increase
a pession fortune renders hopeless. Yes,
yes,”-passionately throwing himself at the
feet-of Albina, and for a mijnute leaning
his throbbing: head against her, “ love apg
despair.must for ever be the inmates. of
my -hosom ; - the splendid hopes of my.
youth are blasted—the proud expectations
I was taught to cherish; are destroyed;

andGodlsmymmess.thatevenxfl
would net drag the being I most love on
earth xpto w;retchedneas with me—" His

TR .1 2 i .
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veiee becarhe stifled-—he could not dlledle
to {he bitter reverse in his situation with<
out feelings being exaited thit sheok his
- very frame. Suddenly he turned awsy
froin Albina, but without risimg, .and
dashed hinesclf agninst the ground. - -
. . Temified, affected beyond -description,
sheedhduponimn, she conjured kim to
vise; but he appeated to hedt hér fiot:
- the fatal impradence of his father, the dis-
-dain -of kis brother, the state of Hopeless
Hngerimg misery to whiok he - beerned
-doomed, with ‘his incapabidiky of beaving
stights, -his keen, Jis ¢romblivig susoeptibi-
Hey-:all pressed on his brain at the mo-
foent, iand ‘wrought him wp akmest’ do
fronzy.* Btovendale, for-pity’s sake ! for
God's sake ! recollect yourself,” stil more
. earnestly urged the affrighted Adbina:
‘but. #tiHl he spdhenot. ‘She kntlt down
beside him—= Oh, Stovendsle'? 'she -ex-
élaimed, * i ‘to be assured of my regard,
"if ‘to be assured the hopes I'am permitted
to indalge of returning “fortune, ‘are ren-
dered doubly delightful from the permis.
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sion their realization will give to evince
the sincerity of that regard, will sooth oy
alleviate your feclings, receive that as-
susance pow. I pledge—I bind myself
to. yen, showld fortune prove propitious,
should eucumstanees so tyrn out as to
apguit us of imprudence, both in our own
aren and. the eyes of the world, for yield-
ing to our mutnal sentiments for each
other” T .
. The comclusion. of this scene must, we
“poesuine,. be superfluous to dwell on—the
ecstacy of the grateful Stavendale, the
tapture of bis inipassioned heaxt, or the
delight of the generous Albina, at having
tha power of imparting happiness to that
beart... The, meetings to which each had
heretofore givem the air of ehance wene
row mo bonger ascribed to it ; the only en.
Jjoyment. of each at the present. period was
derived from them. But, exquisite. as was
this, it was often imterrupted by appre.
hension, particularly on. the side of Albina,
of any premature suspicion or diseovery
" taking plece; still, however, she knew not
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“how to refuse to Hastmgs the graﬁﬁeatm
of seeing her. - -
- But soon there was a new souroe of ‘in-
quietude: the arrival of the eagerly-ex-
pected marquis of Inverary was at length
announced. The earl, with the other gen-
tlemen at Rock Fort, immediately has-
tened to pay their compliments 'to. hiwa,
and cards were speedily issued for sewe-
ral entertainments; amongst these was:a
- -splendid ball by the bishop’s lady, at the
palace' in De—; and all beeame bl)stle
- and preparation.
- Albiua would gladly have ‘been encased
taking any part in what was goihg for-
* ward, but, on ler hinting a wish to this
effect to Fergus, in a furious voice he told
her not to make herself ridiculous by an
affectation of more feeling and sensibility
‘than any one would give her credit for.
To have allowed her to-follow the bent
_ of her inclination would not by any means
have been displeasing either to his mistvess
or the other fair ones at the Castle, as they
all regarded her with an éye of envy: Miss
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Llinton, however. was the one that least
feared being rivalled by her, so arrogant
'was-the opinion she entertained of .her
-ewn charms, and such were the prepara-
tions she had made for giving them all the
-aids of dress on this occasion.. Absolutely
-aiming at the conquest of the marquis,
.pokwithstanding the ‘real partiality she
felt- for Fergus, .and the encouragement
:she had given him, nothing could exceed
her impatience for the ball at the palace,
‘which was to introduce her to him. .A
. rumour of the splendid dresses she had
.got down from Dublin for the occasion
-got -abroad; but in vain was she solicited
even for a description of these—in vain
was her woman besieged - by the milliners
-and mantuamakers of D—— for the
-same purpose; both remained inexorable.
— Though indeed I believe, mem,” said
. Chatterly, a pert. English girl, brought
over expressly for her, as she was dressing '
her on this important evening, “ one
-might have ventured to have shewn your
.grénd dresses; for, except lady Caroline;
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none could have thought of getting any
thing kike them. Lord, mem! what &
poor rubbishing set they are in 1)
‘Why, I am assured, mem; there’s net a
~person: of real quality'in it. But indeed;

miem, asking your pardon for the remark,

this here Hirelend is a sad ‘place”

.« Oh indeed, Chatterly, you needn’t. ask
my pardon far abusing it—yeu ave wel-
¢ome to do so as much as you like; for
no one ean hate ot despise it mare than .X
do. I assure you, the moment I am my
own mistress, which will now be. pretty
soon, should I mot be married befere;
which, entre mous,” with 3 self:approving
smile as she adjusted a ringlet at the glass,
“ is not improbable, T shall leave it fqr
England.” '

+ “ Wil you mdeed mein ?” cned Chu«
terly, in an ecstacy; « well, really your
Jadyship makes me almost jump far joy
to hear you say so; for, te be sure, thongh
you are all generosity, I believe I should
still break my poor ’art if I thought ¥
was to live in this here outlandish place,
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where, to be sure, ong can’t hunderstand
half that ig said, amd the rest is such bad
Henglish, *tis pretty much the same thing.
Ob, mem! ’tis theye you'll see life, as my
lady Bellair used to-say, that J lived with
before I came over ta you—'tis there yowll
have proper ‘omage dope te your charms
~no such paltry doings there as here.
Baut lank, mem ! how should tradespeople’s
wives know how to do things stylishly?
And to be sure there are none better in
D, with all their talking about firsg
people' and first cireles. Lauk-a.merey!
if it doesn’t make eme siek to hear such
rubbish talk of distinetions! ’Tis a pity,
to be sure, mem, that a read lady of for.
tin, like you, should be obligated to mix.
with such a set. But, to be sure, me¢m,
tis 3 comfort.to think that. will be but for
3 short time now. When you go to Lon-
don, then, mem, you'll find yourself in
your proper speere; then, mem, youll
shing in your own helement—you'll be a
belle where, as my lady Bellair says, there
' 3 13

BN
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are beaux worth looking at. Oh, mem!
’tis enough to tossicate one’s. very senses !
—thé bustle, and the hurry, and the gran-

deur of London—the routes, and the ho-
peras, and the pick-nicks—with the mas-
querades, and the galas, and the feets, and
the reviews, and the dgjednés—with my
lord miayor’s balls and the other city shows
—and the fine races at Epsom and Ascot
—and Vauxhall, and all the winter and
summer theatres! Dear me, mem'! after
all these, if one isn’t tempted to laugh at
the aiming of the poor fulks of Do,
with their three sedans in'the place for

the accommodation of the numerous fa-
shionables, and their assembly-room, lit
up with tin sconces and farthing ‘candles!
—enough to make a Russiann sick with
the smell of the tallow—I am sure it did
me, whien I went there one night to see
thé dancing, because you were there; mein.
Lord, how I did stare! when I asked for
the wax-lights (which I am sure a head-
servant in London wouldn’t give a party
without having), and they told me they
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never thought of nothing of that kind
here!
. Migs Clinton laughed, and assented to
all her flippant and artful attendant said;
losing in her manner to her that haughti-
ness. that generally distinguished it to
, ,others. But Chatterly possessed in, an
- eminept degree the talent of making
people pleased with themselves; she af-
fected. to start back in transport on the
_qompletxon of her lady’s toilet, protesting
she wished she could. render herself in-
'visible, in order to listen to the remarks
and observations, the envy and admiration,
she was convinged she would excite.
. Delighted with herself, and of course
anticipating every thing that was delight-
ful from the evening, Miss Clinton left
her chamber. The dress which had. been
so coveted to be seen, consisted of a robe |
of the finest net, trimmed with the richest
lace, festogned up with light fancy flowers,
and worn over a slip of silver tissue, which,
through its thin texture, had something
of the undulating sparkling of dew in the
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sunbeams. Rubies und pearls, -interset;’
composed the ornaments for her neek and

hair; and altogether, lier éomplexion #m-

. proved by art, aiid her eotinterrance radiant
with delightful expeetution, she lookwed
very ‘dazsling and attreetive, - -

' While Mrs. Chatterly was administer.
ing to her fair mistress 'a proper quantity
of - that delicious essenee in which she des
Kghted, :Miss Peggy -Macbride, engaged
as atr attendant o lady Caroline since hey
coming tb the country, was trying her
abilities in the same way.* Borrow muy'
edare? shé cried, as she was putting on
her robe—«* they needn’t have ‘been so.
¢éhudishiuMiss Clinten and her maid—
about the fine things that ‘came doww
from Publin; for Pm sure and sartain o
besukifulfer dress then this one needrﬂ
desite to clap their-eyes on.”

i “'Why, ¥ 'hope you dow’t mesn to s
nuate, Peggy, that ¥ wanted to see Miwe
Chnton’s things, in ordet to tuke ;;atuem
by them?™ -

"« Me, matama! lord, Im.had'sneba
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thowght in my head!—you, a real born
lady, to.take pattern in any thing by ber,
the start-up !~—no, ma'am ; I omly meant, if
yop had, they needn’t bave been so close,
since, spite of them, you have handsome
things yourself; and any: how, ’tis not the
finest dress, but the handsomest person
that’s most thought of ; so I leave it to be
guessed who will be most looked at to-

‘might. But, for all that, I'll be up to ma-

dain Chatterly yet, grudging one a glimpse
of her lady’s things, as if ome could have
swallowed them up, as the cow did Tom
'Thumb. But the truth is, she is as cross-
grained as. she’s pert; and, God kmows,
that’s -saying enough; disperaging, too,

‘every thing she sees—tossing up ber nose,

#s if she wanted to sniff the moon, at what
her betters ure contint with. Ogch, then,
*tis enough to vex the patience of a saint
to-hear the likes of her abusing every
thihg, with ber ¢ oh lauk! we. have no
sueh thing in-England ;’ and, ¢ deary me!
we have no idea of such.a thing there;
and ¢ in Epgland we do 50 and 50.’—*:Ah
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. then, Mrs. Chatterly,’ says the hpusekesper
- the other evening to her, * quiet and soft-
* ly—don't be hothering .us--alwaysabout -
England; you are in Ireland now, and . if
you don’t like it, there’s the broad sea that
brought you aver to take you. back mm,
and welcome.” . : .

% Served her qpite. nght,” condeecmded
to,observe lady. Caroline. . . .. , ...

“ Yes, ma’am; so I am sure. ynm'ladyn'
ship must think. * And then, ma'am, she’s
the greatest .cheat ‘in .the world, at cards;
s0.mean too—always, pretending,. when
she loses, she has no change about. hex.
For my pat, I'd scorn;to be like her; I
never sit down. without. having plenty.of
fivepennies and tenpennies about . me,—~ .
But if .she wan’t get it from Miss Clinton .
to-night, when she finds that other people

.know how to set. off and wake their ladies
look ten times better than hersglf.”

"« Upon my word, you are ‘aivgry_‘odd

; kind of girl, Peggy, I.believe: I.sm now

beginning  to know. you bhetter than I did

at fist. . But why. don't you, take. that
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heap off 1 thréw out of my drawers to-
day?” =

" *What! all the things upon that chaxr,
does your ladyship mean—the pink dress
and all? "Well, Pm sure I am more be-
holden"to your ladyship than I can min.
tion; for that pink dress will give me an
'opportunity of grigging Mrs. Chatterly,
because she says ’tis so'becoming to a clear

“compléxion.”

“Next 'to herself, lady Caréline was
anxious about Miss Slaney to-night, from

_her ‘ardent wish to ‘mortify the arrogant .

heiress ; conceiving- that, if the  marquis
admired her at all, her birth thrown into
the scale mhust make it preponderate in
her favour. .

Whether she was pleased with the ap-
pearance of the young lady on' this-occa- |
sion we cannot say, but certuinly the

" young lady was so herself: running up

to lord Castle Dermot with her usual
Audrey-like air; the moment she entered
the ' drawing-room, she twirled - herself
round,’ and' asked him how hie liked her |
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dress >~ Do you think it ‘tod shert, or
too long?" she asked; * for, you know, X
think you have a right to give an opinion.”
- Rather disconcerted by this public ap-
peal, from seeing the eyes of the earl on
him; he tried to laugh it off, but it would
not do; and at last—* Oh, curse me'™
be exclaimed, « I think it like the wearer
~—quite the thing

« But there’s another thmg I want to
ask you,” she cfied, laying her hand on
his arm. “ Should there be waltzing to~
night, do you ohject ?” ‘

“ What! to your waltzing 2—~No, you
may waltz with the devil,” he was an the
point of answering, but checkedhimself,
to say—* with the whole room, if you
like it |

“ Oh, how good-natured!” cried Miss
Slaney, in a tone of affected delight, and
- with .something like a skip expressive of

the same feeling, as she bounded. across

the room to shew her dress to.the dow-

_ager, or rather ask her opinion also of it.’
By.the time the party reaclied. the pa
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Ince it was crowded, all the littlegroat
folks of D~ being invited om thin ae.
casion, the families of eonsequence.in the
neighbourhood being tao few, even with
the addition . of the military, to.form. g
full assemably, and the bishop besides not
choosing to: he aecused. of invidious disx -
tinctions : but, as little as the ladies of hig
family, did he like amsociating with the
gentry of D——, not from the actamal
want of any real consequemce amongsk
them, but the pert armegsnce and stupid -
illiberality by which they were diskin.
guished. = Wishout.  having ene person
- amaongst them entitled o precedenes
they were eternally talking of the first
peéple, and, in their stupid way, drawing
distisctions that. were sbsolutely ludisrous.
Accuswmedwﬂns,fhenupnctwem
were not so much struck by the cizcum-
stance as stzangers, who werp.eontinually
hearing, when they came, of first peaple,
and first people naturally imqiusired - for
these people; and .conld net help laugh~
ing when they. heard of the. wife of an
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attorney Jooking down:upon the wife of
~ an attorney, because in not quite so hand-
seme a house: as ‘herself; and the lady of
. the son of a tailor excluding from her
~parties the family of a tailor, because the
father was still in business., No- matter

- about beauty, genius, or merit-—if: belong.
ing to the second class,. they wete:sure 4o
‘be overlooked by the first; just as if, like

. * .the- destendants of Brohma, they wefe

“afraid of losing their cast, if they forgot
fora moment the distinctions that dmded
them.

. Lady Caroline, pursuant. to her good-
natured intention of doing all she could

‘$0.vex and mortify Miss Clinton this even-

. ing, .separated  herself, together with her

‘mother and’ Miss. Slaney, from. hen, the
moment of entering the ball-room. . Miss
Clinton, however, was too elated by the

' flattering expeotations. she was indulging

ta heed. this pointed conduct: as a thing

of .course, she concluded the marquis, who
was introduced to her, as well as to.the
other ladies: of his party, by lord Fitz-
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ossory, would open the ball with the :bi-
shop’s eldest daughter; but of not being
herself ‘secured by him for the next set,
ere be commenced the first, she had scarce-.

'ly 2 doubt; from the high opinion she. this

night entertained of her charms. With
this persuasion on: her mind, she could not
avoid- a feeling of mortifieation when she
saw him obey the signal for taking out

~ Miss s, without doing so; but it

might be owing to his hurry in obeying
the call for opening the bali-—yes, assured-
ly it was; and no doubt the first oppertu-
nity that agein occurred for engaging her,
he would avail himself of it.

‘8he was led out by -the jealous. and
ahrmed Fergusd, too perfectly aware of

" what was passing in her mind not to feel

# diffienlt to bridle the indignation her
eoquetry and intended trifling with him
merited; but he saw it was only by dex-

~ terous management there was any certain

chance of secaring a prize, now more than
ever desirable, from the reverse in his for-

tane; and he aqoordingly decided, as long
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' uthwdnwerémuned, to! supp«mtha
feelings she excited. -

- T the course of the dame, mnre.than
onoe she stood by the wosguis; still, howe
- ever, he did not make the empested: applis

cation; but'stil she ecould not bwing: he

solf o imagine it wns. not his dstestiens
-and in thisidea was eonfirmved, when,.om
the set being oves; she sw-hioa following
to the form ¢o which. she:'was. conducted
and heard him immedintely sftersay taa
gentleman—¢ Is-she not lovely ?” That
the serm oould be applied to any ome:but
herself, sive bad not an idea, .amd in comses
quence, with what she meant should: be
an appeavance of beautifiel thodesty, lsoked
down, and began. playing with her fam;
then simidliy, as she meant:dt should: seens,
raisimg her eyes and catehing his amifing
ones, agaim bashfully looked down, at. nos
without pereciving him mealting 2 move.
ment from the gentieman with whomo he
had been conversing. .. But not o engage
hey did he leave hiny;. the.other set was

sbout cammencing, and pessing: ber, abe
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saw hivs the next instant leading out: Al
bina.

She then was the ohyeet of aﬂ:mtlm—-
she theh was the: person thet kad excited
his adminstien | But how, all lowely and
attractive. as Albina was, could this, it
may: be:asked, excite her surprise ?—how
indeod ! but that she had chosen to-conai-

" dar the unsssuming manner and unesten.

tatious appearance of Albina as calculated
rather to prevent than obtain natice.—

’Butnotﬁomrealusteanddneemmt- ‘

glare and glitter could not attraet an eye
like the:marquis’s, early acoustomed to all

_that wenlth could present to the view:

but elegunt simplicity had at omee ‘the
effect. In Albina he swv all the mative
charas ‘he admired ; she wverified indeed
the poet’s remark, that « leveliness needs
not.the feweign aid of orpament, but .is,
when unadomsed, adorned the mest.?—
¥e found  her what her modest dress and
miid giribespoke—gentle, unassuming, yet
intelligent; sining at nothing, her man-

‘wers were completély natwral; and: the
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gaytand bandsome Inverary. soon - began:
to- think his: heart jn greater danger than
it had-ever befove been. -

- .The disappointment of ‘Miss Clmton~
was scaroely endwrable. Afber the expece
tations she:had indulged—worse, after let-.
ting those.expectations, . through her arra<
gant-and: auticipating vanity; be known«
to be: thus- slighted, overdooked, was nat.
endurable; the malicious trinmph whiel:
sheshoped to have obtained at.the expence
of others, she¢ now. saw .enjoyed at hers.
The significant looks, the smotheved. tit-
terimgs, . which--her too-evident martifige-
tion oo¢asioned, were not lest upan hen
and she pettisbly. wished herself, at the
momens;: apy- where but where she was,
Had any: thing been wanting. to render
ber - humour wotse, it would have been
the affeetedly-pleasant . remavks of lady
Q’Leary, who,.in. delight at her chagrin,
or rather the cause of it, almost lost sl
sense of: her: own mortification ab the total
disregend - of the marquis. to the Misses
O'Leasy; shough all: mest: studiously.
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adorred  for conquest. - Having, by dint
of . perseverance;: made her way -to. her
little péuting friend, as-she-styled: her to
. some others' of the party, for the good- .
natured . purpose of making them :notice:

hér: mutification, in- case they-had previ-
ously overlooked it—+*/Se the marquis has
given: the apple,” she cried. “‘Who could
have -thought of Miss: Dundonald being
the: goddiess om this occasion 7. S
\ ¥ Lord, me'am! how fond - your - la&y«-’
ship is‘of ‘speaking in metaphér " sulkily

“retarned:Miss: Clintoni: “ The fact is, I -

suppose his lordship eared very little whom
be::danced with in an assemblyhke this,,
where there is scarce a choice,” - -

. % ’Poia honour,”.said her ladyship, w:th
aut .seeming to notice this .remark, - if
. I'were -in her place, 1 should. quite. foar
that you :slighted . girls,”  half glancing
round  her;: “ would eontrive some plot
agmnst me.”

“Shghtad ma'am npewed Mm Chn»
ton; turning on her with eyes flashing with
rage-and.goorn~* I don't kmow whe :you
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mean Hy the term slighted; ersuther yol:
spplication of it indisariminately.” .-
' “Ch, wel-wno mabter, iy dear,” safil
her ladyship, carclessly. < But is this.exs
quisite (dress ‘the .one you got down tor
the ocaasion ?"Tis absalutely beauseous; -
end you ook so divirely in it, thate—vrell,
it’s no matter, I shall only iy, 1 am sur-
prised i and with a significant toss of her
head she began fanning herself, as #f und&
some flutter of spirits. '
- Mies Chinton, with . peevish ami dridlig-
nant *pish ! turned from her, ank svould -
sxomediately have :made :her. escape, dust
that a press from an adjoining apartment
rendered it imrpossible at the moment. -
s .proportion to her mortification was
the exultation -of Fergusi he cavefolly
- guarded, howewer; agsinst betraying his
‘having any insight into what was passinig
in her mind ; and 30 :adwoitly, so skilfully
played his part on this occasion, ast last
t0 sheeded inre-establishing himself com-
- pletely in her good graces, -and obtdining
a more condescending intimation of this

1




'THE MUNSPER COTTAGR BOY. 198

fropa bher: than he had befare been able 4o
do. Rut 2 dosing lewer eapnot perhaps
find a-move prapitions mewment. for plead-
ing. s eause with a mm "TRiStReS-
than when her vanity has heen hwmbled,
singe athentions that have a tendemcy to
restore her to the exalted opinion she pre-
vigusly: entertained .of ber. charmes natu-
relly dispose her to lisen %0 him : Ferg
was an adept in the art of flattery, and, .
besides, so handsomse, so. fashionable, snd -
20 genernlly admired, that wounded va-
nity eould not but ibe soothed and grw.-
fied by his assiduitigs:

As she became reconciled to her nrecent.
disappointment, the pain of it was still
farther lessened by the idea of lady Care-
line having experienced a similar ope.
Her rage for admization wes nat unknown
to hex, neither her wish:om evary occssion, -
but partieularly on-this evening, to set up
Miss Slaney in opposition to her, and with
joy she reflected that ahe had neither Qb-
taied .any particular notioe ;heself, n

Vi IFL K .

-
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yet for'her protegée, from the marquis.—
Since doomed to experience what she did,
it was some consolation that it was the
sister of the man.that she was again almost
tempted to think seriously of, that hed
been preferred to her, and -not those she
* detusted.

: As she surmised, lady Caroline was ‘in-
deed ‘mortified by the inattention of the
marquis-to:her, and her. vain ‘efforts-to
throw herinto the .shade behind - Miss
Slaney. - - She however better struggled
with hér feelings, both from a dread of
exposing herself to censure, and a fear of
exciting the jéalousy of lord Castle Der-
mot, by letting him see she was anxious
for-the admiration of any person but lum-
~ self.

As to Miss Slaney, she seemed, as usual
to-have neither plan nor design that could
expose her to any thing unpleasant.” But,
while 'she seefned - exempt - herself from
mortifieation, she inflicted it on othess, .
by the ‘raanner in which she continualty’

_interrupted any thiag like comversation
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between lady- Caroline and.dord Castle
Dermot;:still seeming, whenever his lord-
ship approached the-former, to.think it
‘was for the purpose of seeking her. . But,
provoked as they were with her for this
conduet, it was not.at present convenient
that she should be undeceived with regard
to his pretended passion for her, since, if:
she were, he would not have the plausible
pretext.he now had for attaching himself
almost, exclusively to the soclety of her

ladyshlp

CHAPTER IX.

SRsveovIvanaseve,

. . e e Lt
¢« For now I stand as one upon a rock, ,

Environ’d with a wilderness of sea,

.Who marks the wating tide grow wave by wave,
Expecting ever when some envious surge

Will in his brinish bowels swéllow him.”

THE marquis was at present on a visit at
the palace; the next morning, accompa-
nied by the bishop’s son, he rode out to

+ K% 9
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bkt at Réek Fort, wnd there renewsd
all hat particwlsrity to Albina that hall
ekcited 6o much envy and observation the
preceding nighit. Immediately after break-
fus, cartiages dnd horses were ordered for
the pirty, dhd Yirey all proceeded with him
tb ‘68ttfe ieurious places in the neighbour-
Afbing Wweuld greatly have emjoyed 'a
thing of the king, but for obtrusive reflec-
tioh. Hastitygs, sdlitary and deéjested, pre-
cluded all the enjoyments of soeiiéty by
the cruel and ungenerous conduct of lord
Fitzossory, was uppermost in her thoughts,
still checking ‘every Tising inclination to
cheerfulness; but the semblance of it she
was still forced to wear, for, more than
ever, she now saw herself an ohject of at-
tention to Fergus, and the eoaaonousness
within hérbredst made ter’ endeawur,
much as possible, to coneeal from him what

was ipassmg there. :
-But ber efforts to appearnﬂnermiefthn

she reslly was would-probably have proved
ineffectual, had she'been aware that the



THE MUNSTER COTTAGE BO¥. 187
amxiety. with whigh be. now watched her
was owing to the thowghts and bopes. the
attentions of the marquis. to her had -
spsed. "The conseguence into which she
was spAdenly elevated in.his eyes by these
attentions, made him do ample justice to
her atragtions: and from these he could
not help imagining that, the marguis might
be.induged to think seriopsly of her. His
heaxt ambitiously swelled at the surmise,
and, to bring about what was so desirable,
e determined on leaving nothing undone.
. Now that she had resigned all hopes of
attyacting him hergelf, Miss Clinton wished
Albina’s conguest of the margnis confirmed,
both- becanse she saw it vexed and dissp-
pointed Jady Ceraline, and because she con-
cpived it was a circumstanee from which
she might yet derive censequence hemelf;
Fergus daily entangled her still more; and
she . new scaxegly wxshed ta bveek with
him.

Alking could net; but, perceive that the
warquis was pasticulap to, her, but she per-
cgjved it without sn idea of his having
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"any serious aim in his attention : the great
‘disproportion in their for’gunes-prgcluded
all appréhension of the kind. * But when,
" at length, to what may be termed com-.
monplace gallantry, an-air of tenderness
. -succeeded—when, on one side, she heard
rallying hints of - the conquest she had
~ri1qde, and at another - received counsel
not to lose, by any folly, the chance that
had thus occurred for settling herself splen-
didly in life, she began to get alarmed, and
- gradually to alter in her manner towards
him. -

“But the marquis was not easlly to be
-repelled. Though he: certainly decided,
from pride, on not making a positive’ pro-
posal, except-certain’ of being atcepted,
succeeding interviews but served to ‘con-
firm the impression made on him at fifst;
the more intimate he became with her,
the more amiable, the more captivating
he found her; and, from the complete en-
tanglement of his heart,’ he tried to hope
and believe that the sudden alteration in
her manner was occasioned more by invo-
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luntary coyness than any wish to repulse
his passion. '

This was a flattering hope the anxious
and exasperated Fergus could not enter-
tain : - he had previously suspected her be-
ing attached to Hastings, and her conduct
to the marquis now confirmed this suspi-
cion. His rage knew no bounds. To be
disappointed - of his hopes of being con-
nected with the marquis (so desirable,
both from his high rank and interest), was
‘not sufficient; but to have that disap-
pointment aggravated, by knowing it was
occasioned by sentiments that, if disco-
vered by lord ‘Fitzossory, could not fail of
being attended with the most injurious
consequences ! - Unhesitatingly he toak
her to task, reproaching her in the bitter-
est manner for her folly, her madness, in
encouraging these - sentiments, after the
‘intinmation received from the earl; and
‘concluded by vehemently protesting, if
she did not immediately promise to give
up all further thoughts of Hastings, and
extend every encouragement that could



be desired to the marquis, he would di-
rectly seek the former, for the purpose of
demanding satisfaction from him, for his
baseness in laying himself out to gain her
affections without the concurrence of her
friends. '

- Albina tried to bear up agasinst his
threats and reproaches, but this subdued

'her. Catehing him by the arm, as he was

on the point of turning away to carry it
into effect, as he declared, she fell on her
knees, and assured him, if he would only

. stop, she was ready to promise what he

required—ready to promise to hold no
further correspondence with, Hastings,

“ And to give encouragement to the
marquis ?” 'he demanded—* That eneou-
ragemerit, tis evident to al, he only wants,
to make a positive proposal to you.”

Albina besitated.— No,” she at length

~ said, rising from her suppliant posture,

“ nothing shall prevail om me to act against °
my sense of right: I will not impose upon
a noble and generous heart in the base

- manner you desire, If the marquis ho-,
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nours me indeed.as you say, an attach-
ment so disinterested merits the sincerest
return, and that retyrn not being in my
power to make for it, I will not attempt
to profit by it”

Fergus tried, by threats and arguments,
to shake this resolve—bpt in vain; and
he at length desisted, fearful of proyoking
her too far shonld be Jonger persist, and
also from g hape that, as he had succeeded
so far 88 to make her relinquish any far-
ther correspopdence with Hastings, he
mijght ultimately sueceed in all else he
wished: precluded from receiving farther
attentions from one lover, those of another
might gradually become acceptable; pride
and vapity mwst, he conceiyed, too, have
some’ sway jn her heart, and gradually
lead her to what he wished.

Albipa was certainly peither a stranger
nor indifferent to the advantages of for-
tune, byt pot all that rank or opylence
could offer to her acceptance could tempt
her fo falsify her promise to Hastings;

) s ,

L]
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and, terrifying as was the vioIénce of Fer-
gus to her, still would she have braved it,
by being explicit with the marquis, had
he afforded her an opportunity by any
direct declaration ; but so long as he re.
frained from this, so long she could do
nothmg more than try to give him an in-
sight into her real setiments, by avondmg
his attentions as much as posmble

So evident was it soon to all,’ that a
little alteration in her manner to hinr was
all that was wanting to brihg the marquis
to her feet, that Fergus, losing all .pa-
tience, became exasperated to a degree of
tyranny against her.. But this perhaps
may be deemed excusable, when it is
mentioned that Miss Clinton, ambitious
of greater oonsequence,'positively declared
to him that she would never become his,
except his sister first became marcbloness
of Inverary. P

" This declaratlon had the effect, as -
ready hinted, of subjecting thé'unfortuntite
Albina to still greater persecutioti; not a
word, not a look, but what was watched,
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- nor could she move without a spy upon
her steps. To soften, therefore, as -she
wished, the present cessation of all inter-
course between them to Hastings, was out
of her power—all she could do was'to ad-
dress 'a line to him, entreating him not to
let appearances make against her.

The entredty was unnecessary ; he well
knew, from the rumours that reached his
ears, how to.account for the sudden inter-
ruption their correspondence had sustained.

That her friends should exert their in-
fluence to try and prevent whatever had a
tendency to hinder her acceptance of the
splendid establishment now offered her, he
could not wonder; and-when he reflected
on the uncertainty of the prospects of each,

-he almost thought he should not regret
that influenee being successful ; but when,
immediately after, he thought of another
‘enjoying the smiles. that, like genial sun-

" shine, cheered his very soul—another re-
i velling in the warm affections ofithe glow-
ing *heart:-to- which his' was entwined—-he
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felt tlnswasadmnteustednws hewssnot
equal to. »

Without fnends, withoawt somety, w:&-
out any thing either to alleviate or divest
his thoughts, how wretched, how lonely
were his moments at this period! Ifever
he could have thought with bitterness on
the memory of his father, it would: have
beem now, when, through. his fatel mis-
conduct, all was agony and gloomy incer-
titude. Mechanically he roamed ebout,
often so abstracted as to be soarcely sen-
sible whither he wandened, but still too
often as i instinctively he found hinaeelf
within the prohibied precinets of Reek
Feort, amidst those waving oaks snd grssy
vales, where, of old, hed been the dwell-
imgs of kings, and where 50 lately he had
enjoyed the smiles, the conveme of her he
Joved—no more, perhaps, to do 96 -In
unutierable agitation ke still paused at
the elightest sound, under.the hope of
secing her; but he heard a0t her soft and
timidl shep-—he saw her not approaching in
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the light of beauty. As he wandered in
the immediate vicinity of his home, he
could not help at times thinking of Gran-
dison—thinking of Him with all the bit-
terness of resentment—resentment aggra-
vated by the conviction, from all he heard,
that his aonduet towards him was not the

result ‘of smy matural, any comstitutional

coldness of heart, but of premeditated un-

kindness: his gemerous benevolemde wes

the cotter’s animated theme ; his urbanity,
his libexality, that of the more refined;
his veice was music, his smile all sweet-
umes. He was noble, he was feeling, then

—to ane, one only, was he cold and un-

- But seon his tortuved hesit had addi-

tional eause for anxiety : 3 long inbervel

had elapeed without his hearing fram his
meother, snd he began te be serionaly
alarmed about her. In a fimme of miad
that almost drove'him to despair, he een-
tinued rambling about ane evening, till,
towppds iits decling, he. found  himself
amidst the rocks contiguous to the Castie.

> |
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A fulllotbed moén, rising high over the
world of waters, gave''a picture ‘of tran:
quillity and beauty to his view that invo-
luntarily arrested his steps; not a:cloud
intercepted its -pure - light, not -a breath
.‘whispered through:-thie cliffs; the murmur
of the waves breaking at’their base was
"the only sound that met the listening ear,
save that, at times, Hastings ‘fancied he
heard the deep vxbratlons of a harp from
the Castle.”

As he lingered, he heard approachmg
footsteps: he turned with quickness, and
beheld- Auberville. Both started at this
unexpected meeting and. recognition.—
“What! you in this part of the country!
Hastings exclaimed, as he sprang forward
to shake hands with him; "~ « I little-:ima-
gined this, from the daté of your:lastlet-
ter. But,” and he spoke with a kinid of
‘jealous quickness, « yOu vnstt here, per-
haps ?” ) T .

« I'do,”” Auberville rephed

“Ands—you know -colonel Grandlson
then?” - . g e o sidi
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© Agaiti was the answer in the affrmative.
'« Long, mtlmately, perhaps ”.

© - % Yes"

"« 'And' why,” demanded Hastmgs, with
involuntary warmth and a flushing cheek,
“ why conceal this from me, when our re-
lationship was mentioned before you ?” -

“ Because I feared the knowledge of
my being his acquaintance might preclude -
me from being allowed to consider myself
your friend.”
¢ « No,” said’ Hastings, after a transient
pause, in' much emotion—* no,” he said,
reproachfifly, “ I am not so selfish, ‘so
contraci;ed; as to require my friend to hate
the manthat injures me. And yet, after
all, I will be candid, because the know-
ledge you altude to might, in the first in-

-stance, have lad the effect of preventing

an intimacy from which T have derived
such consolation.” He then waved the
subject, “aware it wds one that, he could -
not dwell on with composure; and ‘of con-
séquerice, trlany" questioris-lre imght other-
wise have asked ‘were stppressed. " -
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As they proceeded from the spot, Au-
‘berville said he was on the very point of
seeking him when they met, for the- pur-
pose of getting him to accompany him to
a village about a mile off, where be then
was, and where there was a gentleman
he wished mast particularly to introduce
him to. '

In another frame of mmd. snd Hastmgs
might have felt euripus to know on what
account ; but now he was in that despond.
ing, dejected state, that made him feel
heartless, reckless about every thing. Ac-
cordingly, without an inquiry on the syb.
ject, he merely excused himself from ac-
eompanying Auberville, as solicited, to
his friend, declaring he was then bwsied
in making preparations for an immediate
departyre to England, not doubting that,
should his intense anxiety about his mo-
ther not be relieved by a letter the next
day, he should obtain leaye of ahsence fpr
‘the parpose. _

The place where he was qnartgmd was
in a contrary direction to the village where
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Auberville wes; accordingly they soon se-
parated, as Hastings had some miles to
go; and Auberville did not wish to be
-long absent from his friend, whom he
mentioned as a stranger in the place.

In spite of himself, Hastings could not
help musing with unpleasant sensations
on the discovery he had made of an in-
timacy existing between Grandison and
Auberville: his confidence, his reliance on
his friendship, were shaken by the circum-
stance ; it seemed to him that, if he truly
- regarded one, he could not truly regard
the other; and his tortured beart felt an
additional pang from the idea of yet per-
haps losing the eomsolation denved from
his sympathy.

A npight of restless agltatlon was sue-
ceeded by a moming of increased unhap- -
piness ; again was he disappointed of hear-
ing from his mother, and in eonsequence,
pursuant to his previous resolutiom, he
proceeded without farther delay to the
commanding officer, to salicit e short leave
of ahsence, This, as be had conceived, on
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stating’ his reasons for the request, he did
ot find any difficulty in"procuring. He
‘was hurrying back to make the requisite
arrangements for his departure that night
by the packet, when he again encountered

" Auberville;' of course, he mentioned to
“him what had occurred. On hearing which,
-Auberville said he also had business in
‘England, and proposed their being of .one

‘party. Hastings could of course make no
-objection ; and accordingly joining the two
friends, about the time it was necessary to
-depart, at ‘the village where they ‘were,

.they all repaired together to the packet.

- General Stormont, to whom he was now

-introduced, he understood to have recently

arrived from India, where he had long been
in the Company’s service. He was a fine
soldierly-looking man—mot young, as may

-be supposed from what has just been stated,
- but still retaining all the vigour and ani-

mation of youth, and evidently possessing
much keenness-and discernment. =~
~During the passage, Hastings was saved

'the necessity of any exertions painfil to
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‘him ; but this was no longer the ease on
‘quitting the packet, his companions, with-
-out exactly saying whither they were go-
ing, leaving the place where' they landed
in the same coach with him.

It is here requisite to mention that his
mother, in heér last letter to- him, had
‘stated” that, owing to an unhappy reverse
in the situation of the family with whom
she then was, it was necessary she should -
‘change her abode; and that- accordingly
she proposed removing to the house of
her friend, Mrs.. Orwell, in Wiltshire, a
lady -with whom she had been long inti-
mate.

There being no one in the carriage but
the party just mentioned, there was no
restraint on their conversation; but in
this Hastings could not lorig continue to
‘take 'a part—the anxiety he was enduring
was too -intolerable to permit him, and,
pleading a 'violent headache, he leant back
'in a corner of the coach, with closed eyes.
The other ‘géntlemen kept up the ball be-
tweeén them. *At length Auberville, who

,
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bad neven appeared. in such spinite: befone,
suddenly tuning to- Hastings, shpped
him on the sheulder, excdeiming»~* But,
thet's: true, my dear.fellow, I have pot yeat
asked you how far yeu. are shomt pens-
trating intq the bowels of the Jand ?”
Hastings languidly informed him, "
.“Fo Mrs. Orwell's!” he repeated afier
him. “ Youwre in luck them, at. leaat if
‘the newspapers are to be believed : far
this mouth past they have been filled with
pompous. details of the entextaipments
given in honoar of the coming of age af
the young heir of the family. The daugh-
ters are represented as handsome; so, a3 I
also am going to her neighbourhood, I
must get you, Stovendale, to intreduee
me.” o
“ My stay, I believe, will be very short,”
returned Hastings, in the same tone.in
which be had just before spoken. ..
~ “Qh, very well—if you won't, the ge-
~ neral will; for T think, general, with the:
‘ pish! you gave yesterday on.leoking
avar the agoount of Myy Orwell's splon-
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" did attethpts %o astonish the satives, some-

thing lilce /an lindimation of knowing the
ludy escaped you.”

¢ Wies, and thet’s the reason Pl shun
ber. ' ‘Smother me in the blaek hole #f 1
woudiln't ‘do .any shing rether than en-

osunter ‘bir ‘6orced smiles .and mawkish

semtiiserits? There’s 50 weuch parade, so
prath ostentition, iteo, in the heuse, that
ome woold suppose they had:a iChinese to
regalate the ceremonies. If T never dis-
likced lsis-till ¥he other day, I should have
been malleito do so-then. Near Buth, in
my'way te Bristel, to embark for your

emerald isle, ‘an wceident ‘befel 'my -car-

riage; /it happened 'near a. stately 'mansion,
which, on inquiring, I learned belongéd
to a'person of the name of Grabwell, once
well (kriswm to.me, -and who, from being
nebody, ;tmd eontrived :to .get ien te be
somscbody.: Well, wishing ¢n vee the little
man, end “eow ke bore /his altered situa-
tion, I .repiired to his mansion; and, -
havidg recallod . myeelf to-his.reccliection,

‘teld:dsian 'whdt had - happened, end: my in-
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tention of stopping till the next day with
him. But, instead of the request I ex-
pected to follow, not to put myself to any
trouble, I was told, on his seeing me throw
myself on a sofa, as I meant to be perfectly-
at my. ease, that I would hawe plenty of
time to change my dress, as Mrs. Grub-
well (the daughter of a deceased:tallow-
chandler, and as lank and as-stiff as if cast
in one of her. fathers moulds) never al-:
lowed. it to be served before seven,'and
had always a select party at it—a select
party of her own choosing. Oh.Ciel! an
‘emphatic and involunfary shrug marked
what I.thought at the observation.?. -
«“ Well, and -the party ?” sud Auber-
villee -
.« Oh delectable '--consastmg of ‘half a
dozen country prigs, and an equel hum-
ber of tattling:gossips, fluttering in-all the
finery of bed taste, and whose cursed fuss
about precedence rendered a mawkish din--
ner. of- two courses, where all: was show
and glitter, without: one :substantial -thing
on the. table (the anastef. and -mistress,of
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the mansion being a miserable and inecon-
gruous compound of avarice and ostenta--
" tion), still, more -uncomfortable; and.-the
torrent of their impertinent clack would,
just bave been. as easily stopped as a mill-
dam. At length we got rid of our belles; -
and though a summons soon came to tea,
I sturdily resisted it, till I had laid a bottle
or two of excellent Burgundy under re-
quisition, to meke amends for my bad
dinner, to the great annoyance. of mine
host, who, I soon discovered, was the. very’
reverse of .a Petruchio. Our tardy obedi-
ence.to it.occasioned a meost terrific frown
from the fair lady of-the house, on our en-
tranee to the drawing-room,. and some fa-
cetious raillery from her companions.—
‘Oh, you sad creatures ! exclaimed a capti-
vating virgin of forty-five, as she gigglingly
expanded a fan two inches in length before.
her amiable visage: ¢ I protest, for your
_evident. reluctance to join us, you deserve.
to be sent. to. Coventry.’—* I wote. against-
thet,’ said & lady Rounceval ;.‘ for- I know,
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if they were, you would be for heving us
follow directly, and I'm net in a hamour
for travelling to-night’—* Ak, you scanda-
lous-creature " cried the other, tapping 'her
on 'the shoulder—* But no-one minds what
you say.!—* No, we are pretty much alike
in that respect,’ said the other, as she drew
to a card-table.— If gentlemen aremot at-
tentive to the wishes of the ladies, ‘tis their
own loss,’ said the delectable Mrs. Grub-
well, rising with an air she meant should
be commanding ; then abruptly turming to -
me—* I ‘preswme, colonel, you play ? #We
have ‘been ‘waiting for you for this -some
time to moake up a party:at speculation.
—* Speeulation ! .oh, my dear:mélam,’ I re-
phied, ¢ that's a game I never play at, for
fear I should not be as -successful at it as

- some folks;’ and I.couild not forbear giving .
an oblique glance at'my friewd Grubwll,
as, with a light shining fisll en his.dump-
ling visage, he stood -displaying themas-
terly perfermances of .an -itinerant artist,
paid, like ahouse-painter, by the inch, not
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the piece, and in which there are so many
duplicates and triplicates of himself and
the .ci-devant Miss Dip, that one would
think the whole were done in a copying-
machine” .

“ You are a little satirical, genera] » said
Auberville, laughing.

* Oh, not I replied the other, but with
o ldugh of donsciousness that belied the
assertion ; - and, if ‘I was in this instance,
is not upstart arrogance fair game for ri-
dicule 7

“ Certainly ; and, without being abso-
lutely ll-natured, many, I believe, have
been-provoked to exercise its lash by ar-
rogant and ilt-founded pretensions. A
petson wiust be very illiberal to despise a
man because he happens to bé the founder
of his 6wn fortune; ‘but if he presumes on
this fortune to act with mgolénce or scorn,
the cireumstance is perhaps naturally re-
verted to.* -

“ To be sure; I, for my part, always L
take care to make such ﬁmgous gmtry '

YOL. 0L, - b A
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know themselves; my blood as naturally
rises at the sight of upstart insolence'as
the thermometer does at fine weather.” .’

* “ But how was it that a man of such
little soul, such little talent, as you depic-
ture this Mr. Grubwell, got on ?”

“ Why, faith, I beheve, like sir Pertinax
Macsycophant, by booing and booing to
those who had the power to serve -him.
‘But, don’t mistake me,” he cried with
quickness, as if suddenly recollecting him-
self—«’tis the duty of every man to try
and advance his fortune. If, therefore,
there was nothing else to lessen him but
that, I should deem hiin respectable; for
upon my word, upon’my ‘soul, I think
there is something savage in the pnde
that will not own an obligation.” -

“ 8o do I, and so do.you. Only get-
.yourself made prime minister, general, and

" see how obsequious I'll be at your levee?”

« There's a medium,” said the general,
:a8 if they had been arguing the point. 1
-no more like the worldly effrontery: you'll

sometimes meet with, than I do uncon-
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qticrable pride—not the happy .assurance
ascribed to our brothers. at the other side
of the Tweed. And, a-propos, T'll tell
you an instance of this I met the other
day. .

. Auberville nodded
. Well,. 'you must know, retumihg from
Hertford.shire, where I had been to pay a
visit, by some means or other my name .
became known to a young Scotch lad (in
the. stagecoach in which I chose to travel
on this occasion), with a visage as sharp as
the wits of his countrymen, and who, from
the moment he knew who I was, ‘seemed
lost in a brown study. The next morning,
as] was dressing, I saw, in the glass at
-which I was standing, my man, to my
great surprise, ushering my late fellow-
traveller, Mr. Sawney, into the room.—
* Hey-day " 1 exclaimed, turning round,
¢ what's procured me the honour of this
call? or how the deuce did you find me
out ?’—* Why, I'll teel ye all aboot it, sir,
-pe veplied, but without the smallest ap-

: L2 ' o
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 pearance of agitation or confusion. .¢ Ye
mann ken, sir, -that' finding, from your

address on your.trunk, ye were of mickle |

rank in the army, I thought ye might
have the poower of serving me, and so. I
made. up my meend to call on you’-——
‘Really? I cried; ¢and, pray, what may
# be .you require from me »—¢ Hech, sir?
any leetle thing in your way—the clerk- -
ship of a paymaster, or ‘any sic- trifting
matter—nothing will come ameess; for-ye
are to ken, sir, I've ganged from 8cotland
to seek my fortune’—¢ Indeed? I said;
¢ and pray, Mr. Sawney——" ¢:Sandy, sir,
if ye pleese.’—¢ Well, Mr. Sandy,’ I cried,
¢ have you no friends in your own coun-
try, thatyou should-come to me, a stranger,
for my interest ?—¢ Gude forbid, sir, that
T could no’ boast,’ ‘he replied, < of some!
But, ye maun ken, I dinna like to.apply
to ony of the great men I know, till I .
have something to give up for any thing -
they might get me’—¢ Oh; I understand
you—you want to make me-a kind of
stepping-ladder ?’— Fhe vere theeng,’ he
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¢ried; ¢ you could na have guessed my
meening . better, had ye been puzuling
your brains for a twelmonth.'—¢ Well,
Mr. Sandy, upon my soul, I see you’ll not
‘want any thing for asking’—¢ Hech no,
sir! “tis not oor way in Scotland,” he re-
turned; ¢ we tal what we want, and so gie
oor friens an awportunity of serving us, if
they ha’ the, poower’—¢ And inclination,’
1 added.—¢ Ah,faith, sir, we must e'en
tak’ oor chance for that, he. cried, ¢ and
né be. too much fashed, if we should no’
suceeced at once. ‘We may.be recbuffed—
and reebuffed, but patience and peerseve-
rance are unco things’—* Quite a philosg-
pher! . But, unfortunately for you, Mr.
Sandy, not having the same facility in
- ‘asking favours that you have, I much

fear my lacking the power of giving you
-the lift you require.’— Weel, weel, sir—
‘no harm doon,” he cried: ¢ ane can but
-try, and be disappeinted. Perhaps, sir,
when least' thinking. of it, something
~might come across ye that would just be -
~4leing: me; -and' so, sir, with your gude
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leeve, I'll just be bo]d enough to wll from
teeme to teeme; for ’tis a bonny thing, ye
" ken, to substitute the wages of mdustry
for ane’s ain siller.”

“ Well said, Sandy ™ cried’ Auberville,
with a laugh; « as the dairy-maid in the
farce observes, such fellows would find
room any where.. What say you, Has-
tings?” laying his hand on his shoulder.

Hastings tried to force a languid smile,
tried to rouse himself to some exertion,
‘but in vain—all that he had felt, all that
- he feared, weighed heavy on his heart at
the moment, and precluded all inclination
“for converse. In his present frame of mind,
nothing could be more irksome than ob-
“servation, and in consequence he almost

regretted not having been timely apprised
-of Auberville and his friend being about
“travelling in the same direction, that he
might have avoided them.
"They should have reached the town.con-
tiguous to Mrs. Orwell’s residence early in
" the evening, but, ‘owing to an accident,
they did not get to it till late at night; of
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course, he abandoned all intention of pro-
ceeding thither till moming ; bit, under
the plea of a continued headache, soon
‘withdrew from his companions. But in
vain be sought the repose he so much
needed, so true is the remark, that

“ Tird oature’s sweet restorer, baliny Sleep,
He, like the world, his ready visit pays
Where Fortune smiles—the wretched he forsakes—

‘Swift on his downy pinions flies from woe,”
And lights on lids unsullied by a tear.”

. At dawn of day he rose, and set out on
foot for Mrs. Orwell’s: he had five miles
to walk to the house. He was passing a
lonely churchyard, when, uncertain whe-
ther he was going right or not, he stopped
ta inquire of an old woman, whom, at the
instant, he saw making her way through
the long wet grass of the place. While
".speaking to her, his eye was caught by a
letter in her hand : looking attentively at
it, he saw the direction was to him, and
. in the writing of -his mother.—*“ Good
God ! he exclaimed, making an effort to
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take it from hér, “ how did you come by
that ?—it is directed to me.”

But, ere her reply is stated, 'tis necessary
~ to give some previous particulars. .-

.ok

CHAPTER X.

Pl 2 2 e L d

% Yet why, you ask, these humble crimes relate ?
Why make the poor as guilty as the great #-—
To shew the great, those mightier sons of pride,
How near in vice the lowest are allied; - ‘
Such are their natures, and their passions such ;
But these disguise too little, those too much.”

ON the unhappy ¢vent that compelled
her humble friends to leave the peaceful
* dwelling that had afforded her an asylum,
Mrs. Stovendale immediately decided on
repéiring to the house of Mrs. Orwell, till
the settlement of the affair (which the
misunderstanding between Hastings apd
Mr. Bryerly had a good deal impeded)
should permit her to make something like
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a final arrangement for herself. A long
intimacy had subsisted between. her and
Mrs. Orwell, in the course of which both
she and Mr. Stovendale had conférred
many obligations on that lady and her fa-
‘mily, very unexpected events having put-
‘them in- possession of the affluence they
now enjoyed, and in consequence she had
“not a doubt of being received with sisterly’
‘affection by Mrs. Orwell, more especially
from the regret she had often expressed at
not baving as yet hiad an opportunity of
evincing, by more than words, the grati-
tude she felt for former kindness : indeed,
80 certain was she of meeting from her
with every kind and consolatory attention,.
that in the first instance she would have
~ repaired to her, but for the style of gaiety
she knew she lived in, so little according
with the feelings she was then endiring.
~ Trusting, however, that on-these she
should not be abliged to: put any unplea-
sant restraint, she wrote to her, on the:
eve of her departure, to appnse her of ber.-
: L3
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intended visit, and- request that her car-
riage might meet her at.the place where
the stage in which she travelled would set
her down.

Her journey was long and fatlgumg,
" ‘being in & great degree across the eountry;
and truly rejoiced was she, unaccustomed
as she had hitherto been to travelling with-
‘out her own attendants and the. power .of
stopping when she pleased, when she was
dropped at the place where she had appoint- -
"ed Mrs. Orwell's carriage to meet her. . Im-
medlately she inquired for it; but, instead
.of being told it was then waiting for her,
a letter was put into her hand from Mrs.
Orwell, which ran as follows —

.—-‘-

. % To Mrs. Stovendale.
+“ MY DEAREST FRIEND, -

““ How impossible to express the
vexation your letter (thi§ moment re-
‘ceived) has given me, from my utter in-
‘ability to profit by the intention it has
avowed ! But, at this'very instant, young
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and old, bag and baggage, we are on the
wing for old Crabtree's, the old testy uncle
of :Mr. Orwell, whom I believe I before
mentioned to you—who, after choosing
for some time to be on distant terms with
us, has again thought proper to intimate
“a wish for a renewal of our former inter-
course. Gladly, delightedly would I de-
cline, on your account, accompanying the
rest. of the family on their visit to him,
‘but that Orwell assures me he would pro-
bably be irreconcilably. offended if I did,
as-he would impute my doing so to re-
sentment for his past conduct, and ’tis
not our interest to irritate him. Thus si-
tuate, I hope and trust you’ll excuse my
not at present being able to receive you;
and, judging of me by yourself, conceive
what I feel on the occasion. Some future
time, ‘however, not far dlstant, will, I
trust, give me the long-coveted happiness
of your.society, when I hope—'tis unne-
cegsary to say what my pleasure will be,
-“ But I have not time to expatiate fur-
ther at present on this subject, all beipg
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bustle and preparation here for our imme-
diate departure ; besides, I am anxious for
the dispatch of this, that, should you not
already have set out, it may be the means
of preventing so useless a journey; ss, in
case of your not being arrived at «———
"1 have given directions to have it directly
- forwarded to you. *Tis.a pity that you
did not apprise me a little-sooner of your
intention—But time presses—God bless
. you! and earnestly entreating you, for
the sake of your many friends as well as
your immediate heslth, to keep up your
spirits; believe me sincerely jours,
“ BL1zX ORWELL.
"« Clover Hall, May ——.
The disappointment “inflicted by this
. Jetter was a cruel one to Mrs. Stovendale,
harassed as she was in mind and body

- . There was now no alternative but' goiny

to London, the bustle and noise of ‘which
she had wished'fo avoid; and as a délay
on the road was, on many accounts, incen-
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venient and unplessant, she degided.on
immediately setting out for a town about
twenty miles off, where she was assured
she might depend -on getting a plage tp
town the next day, but which she could
not by any means do where she then was.

Accordingly a chaise was ordered ; but,
1o her extreme vexation, on reaching the
first stage, she found it impossible to pro-
cure another, though she saw several drawn
out before the daor. Inquiring, since this
was_the case, why she was refused one, the
landlady, to whom the question was ad-
. dressed, informed her they were engaged
by families in. the neighbourhood, to take

them to a great entertainment, given that

evening by a lady belonging’ to it.

“. What lady?” almost 'mechanically
asked Mrs, Stovendale.
.+« Madam Qrwell, the ‘lady of squire

Orwell, of Clover Hall,” the landlady re.
plied.

Mrs. Stovendale startqd — What"’ in
excessive agitation repeating the name, she
exclauned “ By her ?” - .
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« Yes, ma'am,” answered the landlady,
withont seeming to notice her ehange of
countenance, or the emotion occasioned by -
her communication; « the young squire
~ has just come of age, and there’s been no-
thing but feasting going on this fortnight,
4o celebrate the event. Bless your heart?
there has not been such doings 'in- these
here parts, no, not since the last election.
‘Why, if you'll believe it, they have got
play-actors down from Lunnon, and the -
Lord knows what a mort of eompany.”

She might have gone on for hours with-
out’ interruption, so completely was Mrs.
Stovendale overpowered by the cruel shock
' her feelings had just sustained—the shock
of finding herself completely deceived
where she had sincerely confided. Tears
could not be repressed at this instance of
baseness, of ingratitude, of worldly-mind-
edness—-tea.rs of mingled mdignatxon and
grief. -
When a httle recovered, her amuety to
get on being, if possible, increased, she re-
newed her application for a chaise,-but in
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‘vain—till the ensuing day she was posi-
tively told she could not obtain one; and
then, not till an hour when it would be
too late to secure a seat in anyofthe ex-
‘pected stages. -

In an agony of dmappomtment she was

"about desiring to be shewn into a more
‘private room than the one she was then in,
when a decent-looking countryman, who
had been listening to her entreaties, sud-
denly exclaimed, since the lady seemed in.
'such a nonplush, and wanted so badly to
get. on, why, if so be as hoWw she would
take-a seat in the chaise-cart, in which he
was going himself directly to the place she
avanted to go to, she would be heartily
welcome, and he would be bound fo set
her down safe and sound.

The cheek of Mrs. Stovendale ﬂush«l
and for a moment a sensation of pride
made her hesitate; then reflecting on the
inconvenience she should be put to, if she
allowed this feeling to prevail, her good
sense triumphed, and she gmtafully ac-
cepted the offer.
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. Tveo or three miles from the place she
had left, there was a lonely- conamon to
pass: about.the middle of it, the man,

suddeuly : drawing in the horse, said he _

hoped she would have no. objection. to

getting .down for :a minute or two, as he
wanted .to call at a neighbouring farm-
‘house, . the lane leading to-which was so
broken up by the cart-wheels, that it
would be unpleasant for her to.igo down
it. An apprehensive .unwillingness to be
. Jeft alone in so solitary a place made her
~ hesitate for a niinute; but perceiving, by
the looks of her .companiof, he expected

her to do ias he wished, she at length

- stepped down,.but not without an:en-
treaty that he would not be long.

Giving the whip to the horse, he was.

doon out of sight; and, left to hergelf, the
~ feelings of Mrs. Stovendale could ne longer
e controlled. How painfully, hew dvead.
fully. did her présent situation: inake her
Feel the reverse that had taken plsee- in:

her citoumstances! ;. Alone, apparsntly de-.

“serted at the moment, withent a being to

-
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whom she could turn for pity or succour,
she felt.as if sinking to the earth, or rither
as if inclined, through sorrow and despair,
to throw herself on it. Present misery
“might have been borne with something of
courage, had any thing been beheld in the
future to compensate for it; but hope and
expectation were annihilated in her bosom
at the - moment. For herself, and, eh!
doubly afflicting for her idolized Hastings,
she beheld nothing in the. perspective but
anxiety and suffering.—* Ob, Stovendale
in the anguish of her -bursting heart she
involuntarily exclaimed; as,. clasping her
cold trembling hands together, her stream-
ing eyes were uplifted, “ could you have
been canvinced! But I reproach not your
memory—no, Heaven is my witness, not
with resentment, but sorrow do I dwel
onit” - -
At length she was roused frem. her me-
_ laneholy abstraction by ‘wender at the long
absence of the man: night was by this time
at hand, and the increasing darkness, while
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it heightened her impatience for his return,
rendered still more savage and frightful the
aspect of the place where he had left her
—with its tangled copses and’ clustering
brushwoed, it seemed particularly calcu-
lated for deeds of terror. In vain she
watched, in'vain she listened ; and, to add
‘to her discomfort, a drizzling rain, t}lat
_had long been threatening, now began to
Near the spot where she had alighted
there was a wretched hovel, the only habi-
tation she could see; and, after a little he-
sitation, she at length decided on repairing
$o this, for the -double purpose of seeking
a temporary shelter and trying to get some
one to go in search of him. A fire was
blazing within, and, in passing, she had
the precaution to look in at the window,
if one patched pane of glass was entitled
to the appellation, and, seeing only an old
woman, was encouraged to persevere-in
her intention. Her tap was immediately
answered by the person she had thus seen,
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who, though truly wild in her attire, her
garments being literally composed of shreds
and patches, was still mild and courteous.

On learning what the stranger wanted,
she directly invited her to the fireside, and
said she would try and procure her such a
‘person as she wanted, and which, she said,
she made no doubt she should be able to
‘do amongst the shepherds that, about, this -
. time, came to fold, for the night, the flocks
that fed npon the common. Accordingly,
sallying forth, she speedily returned with
a lad, who readily undertook what Mrs.
‘Stovendale required. He was not long
absent, but came back with a blank look,
. saying no such person as she described
" had called at any of the adjacent farm-
houses. -

Distrust, now -almost amounting to a
conviction of having been imposed on,
took possession of the agitated soul of

" Mrs., Stovendale; her agony was inex-
pressible: if robbed, as she had now but
too much reason to suspect, she was robbed

- of every article she was mistress of, with.



236 THE MUNSTER COTTAGE BOY.

out the power of replacing ‘them—only
just sufficient to defray the expences of
- her journey remaining in her purse. En-
deavouring to hope, however, that, even
if it were as she feared, she might still be
able to obtain such information at the
place where he had taken her up, as might
lead to the recovery of her property, she
- dispateh’ed ‘the .lad to make an inquiry
, Hls absence seemed to her of mcalcul- -
able length, and the interval was rendered
still less bearable by the garrulity of the
old woman, who, in order t{o divert her
‘thoughts from dwelling on her misfortune,
or perhaps from the. gratification derived
from sympathy, begsn a tale of her -own
mishaps, which were indeed of the most
piteous kind, such as had doomed her in
age— :
¢ To strip the brook, with maatling cresses spread ;

To pick her wintry faggos fronxthe thorp; .
']o seek her mghtly shed, and weep till morn, ”

At another time, and Mrs. Sﬂavendale,
- but too susceptible, wonld have lent s pa-

Py
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tient as well as a pitying ear to this tale of
woe; but how she was in a state of agita-
tion too intense, too feverish, to be able to
attend calmly to any thing. At length
her messenger returned, with information
that the people of the inn knew nothing
of the man she had left it with, and that
she must remember not having asked
them any questions concerning him. This
too late she recolected, with a degree of
astonishment at her imprudenee in having
. ventured with him, without some previ-
ous inquiry. But dearly was this pu-
nished : a dizziness seized her head, ere
she could arrange any immediate plan,
that compelled her to lie down upon the
poor woman’s pallet. Here a deep sleep.
shortly suspended her faculties, from which
she awoke, towards morning, in the deli-
rium of a fever, utterly unconsmous of her
situation.

The poor woman was in a temble quan-
dary, to use her own words, at this, more
especially when, on searching the pockets
of the unfortunate stranger, she found ne-
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thing in them that could give her any clue
to her friends; however, in her way, she
was a kind of philosopher—one of those
"who make the best of every .thing; mc-
cordingly, instead of sitting down to Ja~
‘ment and bemoan the unlucky chanee
that had thrown an -afflicted and ‘appa-.
rently-destitute stranger upon means too
scanty for herself, she set about doing
every thing in her power to relieve and
comfort her.

. But what a situation for a being of re-
" finement—nursed in the very lap of ele-
" gance and luxury, and long accustomed

to all the tendernesses of domestic life, to

‘be reduced to—thrown, in the hour- of
sickness, upon casual charity for succour,
and that the charity of a person herself
compelled to be indebted to benevolence!

Bat, alas! how many amiable, how many

estimable and highly-gifted women have

been compelled, through similar means, to
drink of a cup equally bitter—the extra-
vaganee of a.thoughtless ant dissipated

v hmband), and to have the heart-rending
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affliction of seeing a family doomed to
years of lingering dependence, or turned
wild, vagrants upon the world !

For -a fortnight Mrs. Stovendale re.
mained in a state of unconsciousness: on
the restoration of her senses, the state of
weakness to which she was reduced made
her consider it very doubtful her being
ever able to rise, and accordingly induced
her to make the most distressing exertions
to write to Hastings; for, oh! to die with-.
out his loved hand to close her eyes, was
a thought of agony that aggravated every
pang.

The way in which Hastings received
this letter is already known : how his heart -
was wrung at its perusal, may easier be
conceived than described. But, if such
were his feelings at the recital of her suf-
ferings, what were they at the actual sight
“of the abject wretchedness she was in—
the dreadful privations her hollaw eyes
.and .ashy cheek but. too clearly evidenced !
Not even the joy of seeing him could re-
vive her, for it was dashed by bitterness .
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at_the thought of what he must: stfer
From: the situation he found her in! ,
- When a'little recovered-from the' shock
‘octasioned by this,: he. lost ot a mement
#w divpatching a mesdengin to the nedriost
own, for a physiciary and some rrourishing
shings; but he seemed fated to be over
whelmed by despair 4t this moment, for,
11 less- than half an Hour, the ‘medseniger
réturned, with a look of wildness; 't say
e had lost, he knew not how, the note hé
&ad given him to:get changed. - -~ ">
- . Hastings was absolutely petrified- bspthis
information, since in this note was comy- -
prised, within a few shillings; all thewealth
ke was:then master of.. For a few minutés -
he wiin a state that precludéd all ester-
tion : -then a little recovering himself; he
-detided, though ‘most reluctantly, on ae:
quainting Auberville thh what had ('
cnn'e& .- ceogw
“While awaitmg his reply, he 'u‘ied w0
colm his agitated wmind; by a hope tHet a
-transient . delay. in procuring his: oth
-what she required:might not be uttended -
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with any material consequenes; but this
hope soon threatened to be delusive, her
weakness every moment increasing, till at
last her scarce-illumined eye evineed ®
tetal -abstraction, at times, from external
objects. Oh! what, at these moments, was
the anguish of the afflicted som, when he
saw himself gazed at, without any seeming
interest or recognition, by her to whase
fond anx1ety, whose doting. tenderness; he:
had been s0 long accustomed !. Now and
then the apparently-expiring spark seemed
. to revive a little, and those mtervals were
employed by her in trying te reconcile
bim ‘to what she now believed inevitable.
At length he became impatient for the
return of his messenger; the fact was,
therewas a fair in the neighbonrhood, and
to this Edith at last suggested the proba--
hility of his having digressed, instead of
proceeding straight forward, as he xhonld
have done. '

Hls distraction renewed at the mggeo-
thors; inatedd of any lnnger mxtmg for
. VOL. L -
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him;. Hastmgs decided on repairing him-,
self, without farther delay, to Auberville;
he tpok advantage of a transient sleep, into,
vdm;h his mother had faljen, to steal avyagr,,
but-not without a dread of finding Auber;.
ville gone. On reaching thie inn, boweven,
he Md the comfort of ascertaining that
this was a needless. fear; but, on bapteq-‘
mg to geek him, he found the gengm; onh;.
din the apartment. . 'y

Scarcely seemmg to not;ce his greetis .
ﬂastmgs eagerly” mqmted for Aubemlle.,
and was informed that, an mising lum,,
he had set ouf to Mrs, Orwell's after h.u;u,
At ‘this cruel. dlsappomtment Hastings,.
turning sick, was.compelled to cateh at a
qhmr by which he was standing, for: sup.
port His change of countenance was in-
stantly, noticed by the general whao, eatch.,
ing him by the arm, eagerly mquared what:
was. the matter?. whether there was any,
th,mg required of Aubqrvllle that he eopl#-
do-for him ?

-~ Agony sud d}shwtm!wf soul preclnded
all reply from Hastmy if to make known
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té’ﬁ'uﬁeﬁﬂle his situation’ was pamﬁxl as
it“'was" ifi‘the extreme ‘to the sensitive
ptide “of ‘birth, How'doubly so was it to a
total stranger' He groaned in despair,
afd’ Yrcbhsciously let his héad drop on
the ‘shidulder of the general. * -
" **Alt Bhis moment Auberville rushed in;
1€ had; as stated, been to séek Hastings at
Mrs, Orwell's, and’ receiving no tidings of
him there, became alarmed ‘and " hurried
back, fruch agitated, to renew his inquiry
eldewhiere.’ An eXplanation was no longer
to“Be &voided, and the result was evéry
thing that was gratifying to the ﬁllal heart
of Hastings. . . « ‘
: By ‘ekilful 'cate, by unremitting- atten-
tiori; the -sufferiig invalid was snatched
fromthie grave; and, as soon as she could
. bear'the fatigue, was removed to a neigh-
‘boining farmhouse,” where ‘accommoda-
tiolr -was ‘provided for the whole party. -
Heére Anberville unitéd with Hastings in
rendering her all those attentions at pre-
s@rkt’ B0 nee&ﬁﬂ and to helghtened esteem
e m* A .
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was added the liveliest gratitude @i his

kinidness and feeling; nor did the general

by ‘any means appear deficient in either;

on the contrary, so lively was the interest

he manifested for those so recently knovwrt

to him, that by degrees no slight regar&.
was experienced for him.

* Neither Hastings nor his mother knew
how it was, but, as the returning sta"engii
'of -the latter allowed her to bedr conversa-
tion, they were still led by their compa-
~ mions into family discussions. At length;
at the-end of a fortnight, Auberville-one:.
morning presented her with an encloséd
letter from Dr. Grafton, in which, after &
little prefacing, to prepare her for the sur-
prise that awaited her, he proceeded to
state ‘the occurrence between Grandison’
and his father during her absence from
K, and his now revesling it foe the
purpose of apprising her that, in future,
she was in Aubervillée to recogmize him;
who had adepted thismode of introdueingy
himself to her ind Hastings, lest; Yo Mg
himself* in the firs$ istance, reﬂddi'ce
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might. aperate against that confidence he
" yished to inspire, in. order to ascextain -
whether they were or not the cbaracters
be had been led to believe them. The ob-
servatipns he had the power of making,
ﬁom the intimacy that teok place between
them, so thoreughly persnaded him that
they had heen wronged in his opinian, as
4o lead . to an, immediate investigation, of
the. facts fabricated for :that purpese; the
rgsult .of which was a: discovery of their
having: been ‘indeed fabricated, from the
mgst . selfish, the mast unprincipled .me-
tives. . Directly upon :the detection of
this, lte had laid the whole affair before
bis grandfather, lord Fitzossory ; but whe,
far from attending to his representation,
had with deep regret, it was stated, denied _
all credit to.it; following. up the denial by
a. declaration that, if he persisted in his
determination of an intércourse in future
with: them, it.was his:to banish him his
presence.—- But this declaration, though
thmtmmg such mjury to. Lis intarest,

......
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feelings: of .y :young. fiend,”, the fpater
ommcluded by adding—* He.bas noblyde-
cided .on acting as .nature @Pd - Fringiple
dictate, and leaving the event.te-chance?;
.+-On what immediately followed the pex-
usal. of. this letter it must be wpneesssary
t0. dwell-—the transport- of. Hastings. af
finding, in a being:so, admirad, se estegmed,

the brother he had long: sighed 4o know -

of Mrs. Stoyendale, at- the.itie -of. friengd-
-ship, .strongtand ardent friendship,.heing

nbw gdded to that of nsture between thews,

But their.joy; like humari:joy. in.genersl,
was not without. alley ;. ta think .of .what
hejwas.incurring;- or. might ultimately et
our. m,their aecmmt, dashed. it wnth bptteq-

Je8s; ..
.. Bus,.ere the agntatxon oawsxmxed hy khe

‘ ,ﬁx_seovery relative to him had in any de--

-gree subsided, ja disclosure whas- mage. by
general Stormont thas, if possible, esto-
nished: them:still. more:. 'The gentleramm

' wiha;. by proving. &, betten title to if, had

been. the means of depriving Mr.. Stgven-
dale of the esfate:that:oonfésrad npm. him
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the namié of Grandison, belonged- 1o :the
" Conipany’s service i Indin. Purticelar
¢vents Had given him'a disgust ¢ his-ne-
tive ‘eounrtry ; notwithstanding whieh; it
wiid his intention, at sorne period or other,
to-have returned to it : this intention, howt
byet;death fnistrated. In his:last nomenits
be vaide a°will;: by which he bequeathed,
I triist, to the general, whom he tied lonig
ahil -intimately known; the whole of hib
‘edtates, real and personal, in trust for either
" ¢f thie sons of his deceased kinsmarn, ‘M.
Stoverdale, whom ke should :ascertain ‘tb
Pe, ‘in! pursuits and propensitics, least Jidte
his fathen,' of whose extravagant and dissi-
pated conduct he bad a perfect'krowledge,
and which the displeasure it excited was
one great means of making him ‘assert his
¢laim to a fortune he did not wanta—*On
my deputed investigation I expressly camie
over,” prooeeiled the general; “ and:imme-
diately set about the-inquiries requisite o
‘ascertainr the point required by niy: friend.

‘Afterca - little sty in -this kmgdom,’l

passéd Dver. to Ireland for the same pur-
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pose; aivd: conediving -a:listle pepsonied wht
.serwation mmight be of use in the busméss,
A-decidest on: -getting: myself - instroddeéd
 $0-bath.. - Colonel:Grandisor's sddressavas
finst obtaiméd, and:to:bim -I: very fisivkly
sonfided the whimsicalaffair, for: smeb g
sertainly smaust be considered ; and:inune
ply, -after. revealing 4o me sufficient. to ass
eount for bis mot. being, yet known:-1o him
8 his real chamctew, -offéred to. introduc®
me, to his brother, whe, in justice,. he:thee
claved, from net having the expectations
Joe: bad, shonld  be-fhe old gentieambns
~ -hair; :‘which. ia,. must quickly be deeidad
‘between them, far, faith.! I.am too Caicless
and toa indelent to like theencambering
eare, of. any. ond's forturie 'bus. nyy ovms _
and an to making: acdecision: myself, . that
I cannot do, from a comvictian thab i
would make me.foel .guilty -of: inijustioe.”

» Hastings was for..some time tdo much
werpdwem& by this. diselosure: to beable
to. spealt! imamediately ; when  at ' length
' 4hh¢oda jushce 10 . luofe&lﬂgs,b,ﬂnl

Vu.
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Sested . againet 2 docision: in: his fievouraa
*“ Na,” be cried, with all the asdent warsath
of - his .seature; “after thé genereus proof
of :attachmuent mi brothey has given- thé
aafter the predicament i whiel: he has
plaesd himself, on ‘my account, with bis
~ geindfasher, I should deem myself :the
most:ignoble, the mast urigenerous of hw-
mun Beings, if T could permit such a prev
forement besides, according to the rules of
fature, 'tis but fit, “tis but just, too, that;
88 the elder, I shoudd:look vp to hith;
and: with joy, with transport do I think
of arwing such. anx oppertunity of evinaing'
my full confidence in his regard. Can 1
give a greater proef of it than by entrast-
ingy not merely my own interests in his.
- hends, but those'ef a dear andsuﬁ’emg

mother?” .. = - .

Oh!. what a’.moment of overpowcﬁngy
joy to Mrs. Stovendale, as its delicioys
tédrs fell upon ber colourless cheeks! How:
d&id. ber soul exalt at havimg such a son-.:
hlm, ot their being dble 1o prove 10 {ha.

- . M8 .
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neble, he: guqundmnu thamim-
MS'ﬂﬁhlm Lo oo Loy Hoa
“ Well, well, be it as. ypnsplﬁe, gooth
~ folks! said: the general,. but mot withoiit a
ben ortwa, that :provedhim not sltogep
ther. unirsed 40 the meltimg: mood; %oy
deis, they siy, will never cease ; andiif) i
thid - age /at-least, tis-not ~onet te havesd
dasbiing: young fellowi rejoot’ ‘s profioredy
fortune, I.don't lnow-what’is woodek!
horsés, and 'ships 1o ¢o against:wind ainls
tide, are nbthing ot . oo . ewi)
(@randison remained, for some timeafel:
the declaration of Hastings, appareirtly fosts
in:thought ;. the' stiggestion that had ‘odeait
gioned 'his: reverie :made hihy:then decithé;
on not opposing it; it was of Htt9 conse--
quence, he conceived, whom he received.
the fortune from—whether it was by him:
.or the general he was:put in possession of
it; and, after such a proof of disinterested-
* mess as his conduct on this eccasion would
furnish, he.conceived -it impossible that.
- Jord Fitzossory could longer persevere in.
his prejudice against him or his mother;
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x-short, 'he: antitipated 50 pbasing & 10
sult from it as made him. re_]ome -ab thﬂ
idea‘he had adopted. :. .
+ Po:hawe severy- tbingrdoneﬂmt was e
qwisith: for: makihg over-the property,.ai
jonrney . to London was:necessary; ands
agcondingly it ., was: settled that, in the
wurse - of: a- few: days; ‘the party - should;
Mﬁ('ﬂﬁthel'u‘ > Bﬂf, in"ﬂlﬂ midstef,
thefx, axrangements, poor -old: Edith was
Nt forgetien ;. such was: the: provision
made for her, such -the recompence hsp
charity. met-with, that, to the last mo-
ment, she. had reasen to- bless the hoyn
Ut 1ad;bhebenighited and afflicted stasn-;
gev. 10 the shelinr of her humble and. dg.,
prswof. S h
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M .H s .- e <.
Hi-lie, Next Anger rush‘d “Bis ¢ eyes on fife, viret

- 2lin Sigwdn gtmmuummw iy
2 l-m'whvh#hewtbﬂ)m C a3
And swept wuh bnrnod hands the st.n »

gy SOOI TS "F} st

" e Yt words h'avé ook s;c]ipain“s', a5 it they' et
* 4, Foltimg utarkdaoghwer into fabouy; et quamreilibg.! <
« Upop.the huacof, valopr, whitly indeed, - . -,
Is valour mwhegot, and came into the world. .
“““When sects and ﬁ\cti’ons “ere but newly bora.®’ Lk

r i et s i DR
Tax: bu:mwou awhuah: thoy‘ st to. Ake
geent.city: wiis.soon arrimged, and ntdetli
ately after, Hastings's leave of alorise-hes
ing expired, he set-out:for Ireland. Gran,
dison might heve accompanied him, :buty
on the ternis on which: he was at present
_ with:his grandfather, he preférred: rejoiny

ipg his regiment;‘statidned at the ticiein
_the weighbourhood of Windsor. Pleasant

lodgings, with evety.fhing sgitable:to hir

rank in life, vere: prayided: for; Mrb-Sien
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vendale in the vicinity of the parks, and
she gemeral took up his abode in one of
the fashionable hotels.

Mrs Stoversale had fullty oxpeoted to
have enjoyed the society of Fidelia on het.
revisit to the metropolis; but, just abeut
the peried.of. her asrival, Fidelia hod left
it, on & distanit exceursion with the Bryer.
lys. She was a good deal vexed by her dis-
appointment; bat, when she bad recovered
& little from.it, she khew not whether she
was niot better pledsed than otherwide at
it, awure as she was of Fidelia’s preposses- -
slon ih favour of Grandison, and ignorant
26 slve still romairied of his exaet imbdertiond
velutiowt to hor, - That-he had ever entens
tadrred ek ‘av e had orice’ been- acotived
of; she fully sequitted him but; at the
smne_time, he might adimire without being

- seriouq.  He had inguived, with every ap-
-of the deepest interest,ittto’ afl

she knew-into all-she thought cotrestning
ey but, though heriariswets satisfied himy
b wiusithie peraon hes had onginaliydom
mwsmmm that cbuld
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lets her syrwatse: winit this detaminatios
wis it conseqrienge. -« Thé fact; was; somet
fewe inquiries. yet remained to be satisfiedy
and; till they were; Grandisom determihed
to let things remaim.as:they were: yub
pexhapsihe could: not have formed: thistde-
tesmivistion without: a: painful/ strugghey
. butsfer~ the: conviction that every. thing
" wonldibe-satisfaetorily jexplained. , ; ;v
. [Fhevanxions destings -no -sooner:found
himself again in the vicinity of: Bock:Fdrts
tham lte,saught-to iappuise Albinagof e
dreumatance, and-ageordingly addvessesh e
~ letter: ta her. tosthat eifect:-but: no-votiesi
was:taken of it; and this,: united bo the
prevalent. reponts -in sthe neighbowrhood)
of her approaching nupsials with the :maito
quisof - Inverary, so-distracted andalarmid:
him as.to. mmsiomhim to -write to Grams
disonienthe-enbjeet. . C o bus
:This dettey,. ﬂﬂlnfmll the incoherénceoh
‘agitation dnd pastion,. -decided Gomadiyons
om imimediately: going, over. - This debision:
announted: tn - Mims!; Stovendale and - tie)
wwlmhot#m@mlyxmow
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soeguTpamying hirh 3 the former, fromi nax
tural apxiety-«the latter, .the pleaswre-he
tookameroving sbout; and the attachment
ke Mwlymmedfwthmtwu
mkeresting young.meni: ;o -

-s Mardingoappeised. Hastings ofntharnmq
 tetinam: 2 very thing requisite for. the  ao-
amasdodation joft the party was. providedy
in the vicimity:bf+the' place where heiway
. quemtdred;against theitvaifival. ¢ Immedi-
‘atelyiafter,  Grapdison lost notime in-adu
dveising:a Jetter- ta: his* grahdfather; sill.
mdregxplnatony,)if possible, -of all :that:
hmi:wcmtlymcdma& than: any prévieis-
ong on the sabjeet, and .in which, after
diwelling on the:generous disittterestedness]

of . Hiastings; *he:comjused: Hiua: to tet himi
solf be:no loniger.influeticed: by prejudiea
agnitist cchamcters so truly-noble as-both:
his and_his mother’s, but, for the sake of:
generabhappiness, to:admit them toa. phr-:
timipation. 'of - his- friendship: 4nd osteems
and - dismiss,. without - farther : hesitation.
fraxn Ais protection; the wretch who. had:
- 50 .basalyy :ciuelly tuied: 40 keep thisalive;



and svtronge the nanv& wm:ﬁmu

&ith other. -

" mkﬂer,atbnoea&ouuae, lﬂm,
ful,. and :rationalesat  once’ appenling : te
sense, to feeling, and to principle~coubd
searcaly have fiiled of having the desited:
‘effect; had. it réached thie hand it wes ina
0 res¢de—to keep astnider the grimde
futher snd grandson was all he-covid newd
depend -on for preventing his own fihdb
disgrace. He had found means of vecurtngy
it his-interest the daughter of the mantt
whose shop the post-iffice was kept; evéry
Ietter addvessed to the eart or Albing was -
by her secretly giverr to him, and by: himyi
. after a perusal,; éither destroyed or deliv
vered;' ns'-best suited his purposes. . Not:
. sdtisRed with suppiessing the one ebove: .
slluded to, he determined on answesing’
ity as if received by the earl, unvimg - laso
terly taught himself to imitate brishesed, iaks
a wnanner -that might have deceived -the:
divost eye. : Thet he omitted: mtbmgu‘l‘i.’
this fabrichted anstver that had 2 tendéncy .



to:. hrritatel -the- feelings of -Gramdisen, -ot
widen the breach between him awd his
grandfather, may i¢adily-be- believed > he
serused Grandisen .of falsehood and. duplic
dity2of his having : sttempted to impose
upan-his understanding, by a statement
far which, be was etuivineed, thare wis
rut e slightest foundation;; and fnally.
osnoluded :with .declaring. that it was his,
fimed determination never to admit him.
to. his . presence, or: hold farther..convesse.
with him; till he hsd separated himgelf.
from: his newly-acknowledged.conmexions.
++Lhe indignation. of. GrandisoR.at being,
~ancpeed of falsehood, of plots. and .cop: -
txivanices, was umubtemable—such. as de-.
cided him against any farthenapplwahon
on any subjeet to. the.earl. But.to negleet.
3. what was so essential to Hastings was nat.
to be.thought. of; accordingly he ddcidad
om ‘a ‘pifivate ‘eonference with.Albipe,, for.
the. parpost of informing L of the e,
verse:in. his: situation;: sad that; s Mus.
Stoverdale - was: ready 10 restive her, them.
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wanmothing tm.pleventvthur mmeditve

union. SREUR E T {£¢
+ The:letter ke: sent! hen tonnform)hei of
hls with for: this eonifarence;- and wrivese
and. at what -hour: he- conceived: it ndigirt
safely take place, like every:other noiviad
dresied to ber, fell into: the hands of Wit
" tor, who, after -a little . hesitation, in: gont
formity to the:scheme it suggested, hallck
délivered.according to its origimal desting
" tiowywhen, havigg ascertained the answt
expected to it.was retummed, /he. forthavith
wrote an anonymous billet to:Dundonald,
inforining him:thiat, :at stich:en:hotirithe
ensuing- night, an. sppointment :was -to
takeiplace between Hastings and - lﬂs:ﬁs‘
ter inhev dressingroom: . -
~/This billet bad :the effest of: m'untmgmll
that wasfiexy in the nature of ‘Dupdonald:
had he yielded to-hismative impetussigy
he wonld instantly have barst: out invwven
geange on the offending parties; but po
licy mequired the :suppression: . to let:¢he
marguis (know of- the: attnehment «@fskip

PR SRS
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sistérpcand -he was comvinced -he. ,woulll
1mmedlately declare off. g e
+ Inuthre. eourse of-the evening' he men-
tiauai his. wish: to:Miss Clinton, thet she
would engage Albina’ in. such. away:. a8
showld nprevent: :her quittmg her. » More
thary suspéeting his motive foe this, : Miss
linton readily.propiised what he. deamd .
adeso artfully mamaged matters;: thaty 16
beriinconceivable. distress, :Albisa: saw the
hour-~ of - appointment appnoach, - m(:bont
‘ ﬂ)e:pbanblhtyof keeping it.:,  :oio -
~.Duohdonald no sconer found it at hmd,
tliam;lm repaired, with.loaded pistols, to
the dvessing.room, to whicls a private. pas
sage:led through a towew it adjoined. Here
he had not been long: stationed when the
dooy-finm. this, passige. opened, and Gran.
disen-appeared, but.so-completely muffied
up.inhis: regimental pelisse, as.inot to be
known from the person.he was supposed
toube.: At the first éound of the.opening
daor sDundomald, immedidtely seimed thé
yistols, . detevminied: oin immediate sutjsfacs
tion for his insulted lionour—insulted by
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any sttetapt - at.a. cladestine -cofrespoin
dence with_ his sister, -and which ke 3joon-
eeived he might punish in ¢bis miay, wlith-
out any. thing transpiring that cotald injure
her with the. mawuis.... .t ¢ toooeatih o
~ Grandison was: advancing, - wheshrthg.
sight of . Dundonald caused: Him: involems-
tarily to. draw. hatk, ; through. surprise.!
Copstruing . this. mevement: into an nbei-:
tion of retreating; Dundonald innaediste:
ly. rusired towards him; in'bhis eagerms
to prevent his eicape. he- stumbled, and:
one of the pistols he held unguswdedly:
gring,. off at. the . momint, -its. eontestis.
lodged. in the ‘side. of Grandison,. snd: he
fell. . The groan that escaped. him at. the.
mowent, betrayed, . to ‘the horgor stridkes:
‘Dundonald, the mistake he had beer:be-
trayed.into; his.frantie eries for aistantie,
“speedily alarmed, the: family ; of -coune -
every pequisite aid was instantly propvired;
but withoiit a hope that it: could-save, the:
life of the sufferer. . He was raised) from:
the flogr.in & state of insmibility, ahden
the examination of his wound, it was pro-
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noowead to be of ihe mtet ddngcrom &e-.
scriptionr. - :

- How the dleadfu.lf uhst'pophe had’been
. brought about was the next consideration
the distracted Dundonald gave the re-
quired: explanation. This led to a diselo-
suve: of 'the letter receivel by his sister:
from Grandison-—a - disclosure that per’
mitted mot.a doubt of treachery having’
been. practised. A strict'and immediate-in.’
vestigation took place, the result of which’
wuy-a fiill detection of the villany of Weal.*
tey... Terrified by whet Had happened, his
asdistant in obtaining 'the letters could not'
eviide ' the inquiries that were instituted,”
and ‘with equal shame, mdxgnataon, and’
_regrret, - the earl siw he had, when perhaps '
too late, been the dupe of an ar¢ful, sedfish'
villain: too-late! yes—with anguish un-"
utterable fie had but ‘too much reasoh fo°
imagine this, when, ‘streteched apparently
ontd dying bed, he beheld the pxide of hls '
days; the darling of his age. - : .
Ok Niwee -unwutterable ! ummhguﬂe S
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through'hi# obstiniadyithit witful; 1P gas
termbited: lindriessowaé the adohifedTKS
beloved ofmwfwbedwmaﬁo
an . eatly ‘grave lwihe ‘whom' ‘'he! Bed ‘so’
proadly; s0-fondly. Ieoked forwatd o
being mot ionly 'the: meatts ot‘péfpémhnﬂg“
but :adding: new - dignity- to ¥ nifnedins
But through-hint only could’ pimishinént’
hayeireathed him-phat pubichinent thats
with«deep tontrition, with’all the ¥eimilix.
tion eBa. spirit bowed to' the-dusk;, He eW"
agktiowledged to be-merited;- fbr the iml
justiflable prejudices he had ‘enéduriged-s
thebe, where all bis hopes-ceritered; Coilld:
the dightning of* vengeanee have” sﬂﬁcl':‘
with desolating fury, - @ 00 Ve

~.AMishat:he had before tridd: to Mt

he-dogld now no’ iongén‘dubbﬁev’é ‘or'ras”
ther o longer sought to do sé—the claim:
of .Fastings and -his mother to‘the regard*
of : Giundison; they: were not’ trerely ad:"
mitted, in'this: hour of - cal’ﬁmﬁy'-d-thbyf
were dhing to, as if* they only could- itir"
muwomwhmn w tnm, vheu‘ cw-‘

Li*l.“ !o-s‘



ns'si% td. the ‘sufferer. msking him . oon-
aaverthat, they, befter them. any oﬂm-,

could,upderstand. his. feelings. -

Wit feslings easier. mneewed ﬂunade-
scribed they leamed the dreadful catestrow
phe;: the snguish, it. cocasioned wae aggra-
vated by the:considepation, of  the miatives'
that.had led, to it~—the generous solicitude!
of (wandisan for the happiness of Hestings.:
Apfl,:fox the loss of .such :a: brother, what:
oonld sompensate: the sorrowing Hastings 2:
Neothixg that. the world contaiped: withine
its. jwide: circumfarencé—not even . love,:
peapitions. love .itself. fou, from.the idea:
of any tie.that could . eonneet.hixn with:
his destioyer, he shrunk- with recoiling.
horxar, as from, one that. had :samething
mgpstrous.in it. . And was this the end of;
all.. his . regent . prospeats ?—were -all. his:
blissful anticipations, thus . terminated; .in.
ﬁxaverynoon of his days? hadhe nothing.
to.Jaek forward to but:a. blank:and dreary:
exjstence? The brother-of his heatt, the
friend of his soul, mouldering in o prema:
ture grave, and nature opposing barriers
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ba-emhhn-endthen\gutaibu rpggeand
~srwhat Temained thas, ‘condd. delight.sc

etiliven it?-~Oh!-had heibeen indeed, ss
‘imtended, the mtark:.of the vengefid: amn

of Dondonald, what misery. wonld he jtye
‘been’ spgred ! how faint would, hang heen
.the ‘pangs: of exmg nature.to thisglfe

’ mﬂk! I
SO% 'T mdﬂetampmudl bmnlﬁ,ﬂm

ﬂt “whef, it may be supposed it ithe
self-condemned Dundenald feel?: Diskfee-

-Uon ‘séized him; and.thug was ke preuent-

“od rushing out, as,inthe-first: isomeils of
+his: dgeary, . he :ntnwﬂ to. m}ﬁs hm-
df tojustiee. .. o

- The serxowing Aﬂnaa made lns :mg
‘ tham # pretext for: confiningyherself alwnst
‘émldy'to ‘his apartment;_as-if implimtad
in his gnilt, she conld not bear:.the en-

- counter of -awy eye, for in evaryeye she
- conbeived sbe should read. reproack: and

detestation. Not,. however, from . aseifish

‘motives -did; she' grieve -for Grindisane
- would have mowrned sincerely: fax him,.
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‘even'though her.fate tiad not ‘been inany
;degm involved in his. But this death-
. blow, she was but too well aware, was the
‘deathblow of her happiness—the knell
-that tolled him to an untimely grave, she
~ was but. too well aware, would prove the
“knell of her expiring hopes—those hopes,
. 8o lately glowing, so lately rekindled. But _
‘a-few-hours, and how buayant had been
~hér ifeelings!—what a long perspective of
felicity appeared in view!
- From .what had now occurred, the mar-
_ quis could no longer be deceived as to the
real eause of her.coldness to him; and with
* deep resentment towards those who had
prevented her being explicit, as he now
" saW had been her wish, he addressed a
“letter to her, resigning his pretensions,
and bidding her farewell.
. Amongst those who had cause for gnef
* and self-reproach, Miss Clintonn must not
. be omitted. That, in a degree, she-was
-accessary to the recent catastrophe, she
could not forbear. thmkmg, erm her con-
VOL. 1L N .
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s&‘ousﬁess of 'Phis* ¥yinny “she i SHN.
:g“ ted U‘un&"&ﬁald"to Exerdife sver Histane-
“ter; and that, of' course, in ’sbme ﬂy‘ﬂr
‘ ot'her she mérited pinishinerit. = '
Mrs StovendaTe, tﬁodg'h"bv‘étwem
w1th aﬁ‘hc’fié'n, endéavoured, fé'l"ﬂie‘ Sl f
“othets, to malntatn Corposire ; m‘wifeh-
ing By the sufferér, dhd ‘e '
"o sooth the Wild “anigdtsh of ‘B8 Pribe-
“f’ather, Yer~ ﬂaeﬁngs “alofie’ receiiféd méﬂﬁ-
tlon
" Géieral Stormont deeply hépl&éd what
| Hhad happened, but his pity whs 1t daiitmed
Mo where “alone it cértainly Wis ey he
W, as"a great admn'er of praictical juistide, ad
?coul& not in cdnsequence, "By any'fheads,
_]om in trying to Tessen'the fee’hnﬁé’of' the
Fearl. “His unjuﬁt preJudlee agal‘hst‘%ﬁ's
_ Stovendale and. 'her ‘#on, "'the iMibeiihy
" tliat engen&éred and the selﬂshnéss that
nounsbed it, were'all’ déservni "of *pu‘nié‘h-
. ment; and all that whs'to be """ﬂaed ‘he
smd, was, that 1n ‘order to mﬂict"‘fb’is,
*fioble and’ geherous Betiig Was ‘Testiitd 4o
be the victim.—& See the comigjiithles of

3




pour comduct I” :bg{;nﬁedm“mf i your..un-
-pgtuppl pitenapts 1o wstwange -the (brother
sfrom cthe ibrother, ; and  penvert «thre -beit
-dffections of ..omir. iisture .~The -ancient
e of aehich ypeay ovére:so; prowd, threst-
1euarlwish extipetion, -and theilast-hope of
-gour;house sinking into: the grave! Had
yowspermigted theoultivation of his mguﬂ
for. his . brother—that intercoutse their.we-

4 igpship prompted—sno,potting ;villain

+aneaild i bave been-ablei to ikwve .contrivgd

syibureraisery. - ‘ddut:dbus sve sveopunishad
tdomelitts to cirqumuent: she jntentions.of
sBragidenee.;. and, - being spise in..our) awn
+ qongeit,: no idoubt you:thought syour com-
stzixapess.admixable. (Bt sse chow: they
.are- baffled ! ;¥et, a:féw years, 1end.what
il »:roreain :.of thie s ilustvions.chomse of”
sKitgomery? : knstead of wblgopwnggene-
awbiah, thedegend of the: tombwill alome
-ipaypatainte; ibs Jhovaurs. . Ay, rwell ey
« yauawtiag, ypurhands, well sray; you tear
= yauy bair : thaseare the lobksindeed: that
@WWQMM&M aud.mot.
‘ NQ
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- ‘Phus- speaking dsggers; the indigmat
- Stormont'nearly drove the mithappy gramt:
“father to distraetion; in'vain Mrs. Stowdee
dale remonstrated with- him on-the el
-ject<—the greatest kindness that conld towr
" be shéwn him, lie:said, was:to:awakentch
'a sense of ‘repentance in Him as might .
" _spire a hope: of Heaven's forgwenéuuﬁq-
s conduet.: - TR,
-" Each stcceeding moment lessendxﬂle
‘hope ‘that, while ke remains, : willi lingler
‘in'the heart for Grandison’s recovery : ‘the
" ball hdd not been extracted, and' the mest
fatal consequences were augured: froin “the
-circumstance. Additional aid was sent for
“to Dublin, and in the most agonizing state

~ of suspense its axrival was awaited.”

' . During the interval, the senses of Gfan-
- dison frequehtly wandered; whenever he

‘was collected, he seemed to forget his owh

-sufferings, for the purpose of trying to #l-
" leviate those of others. He withed to hdve
- séeri. his grandfather, but, fearfal he might
- not be able to suppoit:the ‘sight ofthis: dis-
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Mg 4o the care,and teriderness ¢f Mrs.
Showvandale and hmbvot.her. - He lef it in
selewr: charge with the latter; to assure
Bwmndemald of bis forgiveness, and to see
that xo -injurieus mistepresentations went
forthreoneeming i ;; for to accident alone
bt pretended: to .impute; what had hap-
- méneds . But-aothing.could obtain for him
the consolatory assurance of . Hastings yet
bting happy himeelf.: Fearful of the seru~
plenithat might now appose his union with
_A.lbma, he-strove to extort s promise that
- taey should. not interfere. to. prevent it—

Jiat .to-no..purpose, .Hastings .shrinking
with.a kind .of herror.from. the thought of
fopming a connexion .that could . give to

the mmwhohaddeynyedhunofhun,
~ the:title of brother. - .

..+ Enghrined in bis heart, xtwould have.
‘heen. strange. had Fidelia been forgatten
qt .his. moment ; her name. was breathéd
Jin sighs, was murmured -in. prayer—and
. sher pitying form, dewmg :with tears bis
early grave, ever present “to his i umgm.a—
‘lm’x R
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- At length the" augreons: éxpeatsd o
anxdously - flom: Doblin: atrived;. and: 2
comwaltation itmnedintaly taking' plna it
was devided: that, ‘as: the. only” charles” o
ﬂlwn’g(hqs life was to' extract: the béll). ‘&
peinful operation must: be had recousss’ to-
faer tho' purpose ;: but. fromt whick;’ on'ring:
to the exhamstbd state Be was' notw i
#ch: dmiged was appldwude&as!leﬂ': hhtl&
bope of ite proviag of heaik. ' ’

- Grandison: would noty- could: not-,bedb-
,aemeda, and aceerdingly, ere he' sHowell
the operation to be performed,, took & §d«
Jomaa Jeave of all: wha had: courage -t aps
- proacks hib bed.. The theughts: of deisths
‘to eme likis' himy, blest witiuan approving
condcienge, cduld- yut be’ dveadfiel;. but
still was it a melancholy thirg—-ix thie
very Bloow of his days, with alk: the ar-
dent affectiont, the glowing emergies of
his- natare stilh. undamiped.iw hin hédst-
with &l too- that comid reseder life de:
" sitable—to be shatched awiy: - Bt whibe
e coudd not suppress a wish that it had
been the will of Heaven to have spmed
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himy vk a Jittle longer, he bowed submls..

gyﬁ,tq that w1llY '
'],}w qperation was Herformed with the,

rpest skill ; but, notw1tbstar)dmg t'hQ

VEE. drqaded from it ensued and for some,
mgcgsglve daysthe hfe ofGrandlson sqemed
tghat;g upena thread afavourable cha,ngq
Hhen, tpok placeﬁ and frotn that Eerlod he,
mpjdly a,n;epded. )

ever was joy greater than the j _)oy his
ReOyery oqcampned—nevel; a grea;er tran-
liltlpn from despair to hagpmess, or more
pious. tha;)ksglv1ngs returned to Heaven
for the restoration of apy ope. T

\ -,

CHARPTER XIIL

ik M Ak B2 a8
]
“ ————— AR! whatis human life?

How, like the dial’s tardy movmg shade,
Day afier day slides from us nnpereau 'd.V?

Wm;x unbpm);nggs was, Fldeha SPN d
by knowing: nothing of ﬁhege occurrences
40 gl dgnger was oxex! Mrs, Stovenda
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then “wrote to inform her of thiem, »oud
that most of the party. at Rock Fort,: tbat
ig,. the dowager lady De Bellemont, lady
Caroline Ayrcourt, Miss Clinton,:Albina,
her brother, and. Hastings, together with
herself, were on the point.of setting off
for Bath, where the nuptials of the two
latter were to be solemniged, and where,
purposing to hgve a residence tmhersalﬁf;
sheexpectedtoseeher,. T
. Mingled indeed were the feelings of

Eldeha at the perusal of this letter, but
joy, of course, was predominant: in this
‘the Bryerlys shared, but, from selfish mo-
'tives, and influenced by these, compelled
her to repair. to:Bath as spon as.ever they
had, by persevering inquiries, ascertained
the arrival of the party from Rock Fort
there.

Anxxous as.was Fndeha to ﬁnd hemelf
again under the immediate profection..of
Mrs. Stovendgle,. still, from a. feehng. o .
delicacy, she wished to decline. rejoining
‘ lwt till immediately invited.;:But the
Bryerlys were positive; it was time, they
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- wonceived, for them to reap some advan:
sage from their kindness to her, and ‘this
they doubted not they should, on her'jain-
g lrer -fiiend ; in short, they‘'made sure
~4f an invitation, at least to sorhe part of -
the- family, from the circumstance; and,
in -impatienee for this, they overruled
evary objectxon shé made to setting off
for Bath without bearing again- on. thé
subject. Contrary as was this ‘proceeding
%o her own féelings, still she could not
tring herself to doubt hér appearance bé-
simg welcome, and -at length succeeded: vh
reconeiling herself entirely to the meisare.
She travelled with alady acquainted
with the Bryerdys, and whom, at the en
~ ¥ranee of the town, she-dropped. It wak .
aboirt - the middle of ‘a lovely antumnal
‘day, in the latter end of October, that she
‘reached the end of her journey ; ‘the ‘sea-
-son had not yet despoiled the trees of their
Jeaves, and their variegated hues gave ad-
‘ditional richness to the extensive'slan&
Mpe. "The residence of Mrs. Stovendalé
e N8 - .. sl
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'was aituated on one of thie atecpost.of tie
environing ¢l of ‘Bath; pitying thé
punting! kerses us they toiled up the stuep
swoent deading toit, Fidelia alighted; sod
¥Huy had a still greater opportunity:(@f
@aring - on the ‘svenery around her; ! with
Inexpressible admiftion she conternplated
‘#¥; 30 romantic, ‘so picturesque, e sitgy
Jaily. contrasted, what it must’ have® besh
#n its origindl state, ere ‘maf; withiidis
works of art, had obtruded -amidet ‘the
‘deep solitades of nintuce, uccurred to et
isnsgirmtion, filling it with: ivoages at: otéce
gramd and ‘awful. - But, orn ocatching e

glimpse of the residenee ‘of Mrsi Stoven.
duale, ‘every other -fecling and emdtion
‘wrete lost ity emgbrodss and agitation.ithat
kind of heightaned impatience:me expe-
rienbe when intntdiabely within: sight of
any détired poin€. -Quickening her steps,
with '» hand thaimderis from joy slie
Jmocked, and bad thie satistaction of heag-
Mg, she was within, Forgetting she wis
o Mranger t0 (b servant whe inswamwd,
she was directly passing him, when, im-
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pesling: her advenee, be begged. fo-know
ex ngme.— Oh, nn matter,” phe replied
with guickness, « | et no common wWekr
dor:” - and, baunding forwerd 45 she spokg,
‘she. desired tp be. directly shewn to hig
- ipigtregs, Far .8 moment he hes»tm
ithen leading the way yp stairs, he ppinted
49 9 halfopep daor, and Fidelip. ryshing
ity heheld Mps. -Stoyendale.  She wgs
stapding b the moment with her bagk to
the dgor, giving some dirgctiong to her .
womgn ghout g dregy, pnd on fraring
some gpe. enter, started with 8 logk of ip-
Aegerihable surprise- af apping wha it wag.
¢ You did pot expect. me quite 59 soa,
- belieye, dear madam?” said. Figglia,
:skrck by, this Jook as she raised h?rhansl
-3Q her lips. .
© # Why, not—pot quite so mn,
,tumed Mius. Stoyendale, a hxtle l;es;tatm!g,
as.she kissed her.cheek; “ but plessure,
.you lmow,” she added wigh g smile, pat.p
fwced one, “is always kmghtepgd by,h,.
Jing unexpected.  But yon, dad ofaeseive
Wy letter then?” . . L L



m TaY BONATER EOTTACYE BOW
' PREca noiv stitted in her toaix Nu;
Imadaih,” in 4 tohe 6f alarin, shé repled
®Bat is it"of any material conseljiendd
iy not having’doné so ?™ and ske thstdnte
Ty procteded to-mention the' circtitiistaniod
to whieh her unexpebted, as it newtevil
dent¥was tb Ker, drrival was owing: =<0 |
e Why: should you- suppose- so:7* ‘said
Mis. Btovendale;: evasivelyy ¥ sdreormelt
apaiti kissing her—i« den't’ look “so rdiei
consolate”’ But, ‘as-she spoke;:Her Jp
quivered, aiid- tears gushing from her-d¥
the . mournful - recollections the : meeting
rovived; prociainied-her-but: ift ‘qualified
at the moment to offer'comfort to any ohe:
~ :-Ini this riaturdl’ and -involuntary: ttibute
to the depaived; ‘Fidelin sincerely jolned::
' Wheit each wefe’ a little ‘récoveredsis
« But com; you that ave such any admirdé
- of thé beatitiful and- sublifne<-that faze
with such &h emphasis-of - iritevest:on thiy
lovely in ratuitare you: nob - deliglited
with' ‘the ‘sitiatiory ‘of my "eottage?® sitid
Wrs:Beovenidale, hsmg as ghe spoleel-will
touching & spring.-blind,. whieh,”adiit fow:
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vy disclosed to .the .enchamted. -ejyes: of
Fidelia a deep valley, clothed with- the
finest -verdure, aid diversified, with trees
of .warious size .and hue, with.a - translu-
sent stream flowing. through it, alterhates
lyrstnymg in wild .eddies emongst ‘the
copsesy: oOr tumbling down natural steps.of
taoss-tinted rovk ;- while, here. and sthere,
blne tints of smoke, rising high above.the
intisreepting’ foliage, betrayed the seques.
teded-hut of 4 peasant;:and farther.up,
through the fading woods of the spposing
heights, the burmnished. casements of -statd:
Ber mansions -‘were seen flaring in the, (‘u}]
radiance of the setting sum. SRR
:# Delighted 1" repeated Fldelm——a“ I am
m&eed;f’ and she was proceeding 0 expa-
tiate:-on the ‘seene; when she. overheard
Mrs. Stovendale - telling the servant, she
need mot mind doing any thing. then to
tha dress.she had-begn directing her.ahout,
as .slie should mot.now want, i thati day...-
b % Oh, I fear,” involuntarily--exelaiped
Ridelie, .45, on hearing this; she nd¥anced
ot the.windew, “ that, 0 908 WRY, OF
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sther; mi . ayrival” has : dnlxmmtul smﬁc
swangemeht?® . .
- ' Pha! pho! - Imucbhwunmofﬁhm
idle surmises,” said' Mm. Stovendale .45
she hastily folded wp 3- billes she bad haeps
writing; and which heving direpted;: she
desired might be taken direatly: and . alse
that, ifl the eook had not already gane sug
she must: be toldi she muet put. off 4he
holidey she had given ber. tp anothsy. ém.
a8 she now wanted her for, this. - «
# Oh, I am suyre I am, right” .M
Midelia, -on -heaning - these: onders, . pgain
barsting into ‘teare-—*.yes, I spe I have
broken in upon seme engagenrent.” . . .,
. Her pride, her delicacy, ware alammed;
40 he aonaidered as an intruder where she
Sisd expected te have found a home, was
jrisupportable. Yet certainly there was
every. appearance . of -this being the seee:
& letter had been writtem, which, foam
whet had now ocowered, she could .ngt
avoid' thinking had een. 40 put.her off;
‘soipe anungement ; and:the wamn;: she
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affectionate weleame which her hesrt- had
panted to receive, and glowed .in antici-
puting,. she had: not- received.. Was she
then destined for ever to be disappointed,
for.éver to find-herself the sport; of fortune
«=~driven from place to place, witheut any
Certainty of protection or-sheltor:in any?
Her tesss refoubled at the thought, and
despairingly she mised her strehming eyes

$0 heaven, slinost to wish that' the only
eertam resting: place of the mﬁchad m&
soon be hers. : .
L Bat notlengwmshe%red taendaw '
this: agony ' Mirs. Stovendale no: seoney
Pperceived: it, whigh some further dimctions
she was compelled to give to her sttend-
g did not permit her jwmedisely to da,
than she exevted hersclf tol snhdme 7t ; sshig .
 pategudd her with tenderness, and, 9§ she
wiped: away her tears, gently repoaﬂud
her for! the.toubts they intimated of her
zegerd, - .- oo i
- Ghung, nhednd-dxi net debbit, M
- magruly veplied; she anly. thainght;some-
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being' then - with hér inéonvenient; adling
with' eyds dedlihed, @nd in a low imher:
ing ‘tone—*" But reieber; dearest 1nas
dam, how soonr tHe. téars of a dependnl
are idde to flow!™ } i e
© « Y will vot suffer ‘'you to call yourself
one,” ‘said Mrs.: Stovendale; “ neithen?
with ‘assumed- gaiety, = .will I h\fe aly
more April showers this day.™ o

' Wellj madam,” half 81ghng ‘Rthoae
4hat have fhllen shall, ‘if possible, be sum
¢eeded by sunshine,” replied Fidelin; and;
trying to recover her spirits, she proceeded
to ask for more exact particulars of theres
eent occurrences at Rock Fort' than Mus.
‘Stovendale had yet given her, conduding
" by demanding when ‘she should see her
dear Albina, whom, she confessed; she was
rather surpnsed at not ﬁnding under lm
roof © -

+ From the connexion with the Fiwossory
faxmly, it was ‘deemed more decorous st
. present, Mrs. Stovendale returned, 'for her
-to'be with lady De Bellemont, and ts'whieh
‘she was still further induced by Miss Clin-
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“ton being also at this time the guedt. of
her ladyship——* Nor have I even Hastings.
with me,” she added; “ to oblige captain
Pundonald,. he has taken up bis abode’
with him, at the hotel where he lodges.” -
1* «.But when may 1 expect to see Albi-’
© na?" again demanded Fidelin. * After so
often grieving' with - her,- oh, how do J
_long to rejoice!™ - - ¢

+ . «iOh, soon, to’ be'snre, remmed Mrs :

Stoventlale ; and then immediately, as 1f
to ‘prevent any further questions on. the
subject, started 2 new one. Fidelia was
struck by the circumstance, and, considers
ing it &' strange one, eould not forbear
musing-on it. -
- Amengst the inquiries she ma.de, or T
‘ ther wished to.make, her heart. more than
ence saggested one relative. to.Grandison;
but indescribable feelings, a certain con-
saiousness, made her check the impnise;
shefelt she feared she could not yield. to
it, ' without betraying. a stronger interest
for him :than. she wished to have suspected,

ko,

P



igngmnt,as she. wag whather she Stlﬂém
pied; ar not, a, place-in his. thoughts. .

. Disner was,soon. sexved,. and,maﬂ@,
'tb&qvemng,bemg delightfully. fine,- Mré;
Stovendale proposed;.as. she did, not, appear,
fatigued, a, walk, saying, enthusiasas she
was, she would take hex ang.she wag sups,
wopkhl afford ber pleasure, namgly,..tq.the
. seene of Tom Jones. -Ardeut.and, omape

- iy exguisitely alive-to-the Wmagic .ehewm
imparted. by fiction or txadition. te. ang
aceng, the heart of Fidelip bounded, af; the
proposal;, and, hastily. equipping herself, -
wallipd. forth, with aJl the eagernges-of.a
. spmgyine imagination, in quesk of, whaj i

gratifying to it.

. Afer proceeding a. little way, they
tuened. inte. the long. avenue of Prioy
Patk. Led by the novelist’s enchanting
~ description. to. form rqmantic nekiaps of

this celebrated place, Widelia wag disaps
pointed to find herself - confined ta this
avenwe; the images that accompanigd hes,
however, to i, yendered apy. view :of it



intaresting. Forgetting, -in the.ardows of
her, fusagimation, that.all shie was.dwelling,
on was. imaginaoy—< This was probubly
the promenade of poor .Jones,” she-saids
‘vhere- he. ofken. perhaps- searatly . beweaited
the brphan. stete,, thyt- éxposed: him to,
sach walignity and: maehinations,. and.of-
ten1, benesth, the shadow of these. tall tyess,
sighad  fosth- the-mume of his. Sophia,® dew
plistingthe- luekless ‘destiny that. sepraed
o depitiver him of all bope-of: ewex: m
ing sudhy worth: and beauty.” S

« And here,” ohserved Mies; Sfovaudah
" drawing her towarde the athar side, where
a low-banlt, unlike the-oppasite one,. thavk,
wish a line of tall stmight taees, rose sheep
dbowe the path; allowgd a view beneathr
« amidst. this’ diversified: seenery we may
suppose it. was thiek the gead, the pieus
and benevalent Allwouthy was:in the habig
of walling foxth, to inhale the pure bregth
el mom, and aontemplate the. benums of
) erention.”

“What a nehle ehmtet P sand Eldeln,
“ and how still more interesting, from the
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knawledge of its hot being an Imaginary
ene—~dhat, inits distinguished: origihi}
Allen; there was evefly virtue and quidify
maﬂm«emu"’ L SRTICL R ] Y
§ 9. From all. F have gatbered c&‘ himy &
undéhitand -50," --said Mrs.  :Stovendaler;’
“-and ‘while -his virtues -ddlight wis, rthis
story+ should humble - the - arvegance . of
Hirthy: by. the: proof it afforls)ithat & name
may be ennobled and -distingnished withs
outan illustrious descent ;" then proceed!
ing tgrelate some particulars of biny.whigh
F,fdelia did not before kmow.. :: y.i° {. ¢
.. Fidelia- now inquired who the presané
oocupant-of the mansion was; hut-on thiy
head ,Mrs.. Stovendale could: not: satisfy
ber, ouly saying, she understyad it, had
had. different masters-since his decenses *
«'Well, I wonder,” said Fldeha, paum:g
8t the gaterthat affords a view of it, “some
perdon of taste and-genius does 'nothke&ﬂ”
«. Mrs, $tovendale langhed.—*Why, wy
dw girl,”:she said, “:you forget that whaet
renders it:interesting to you was. but imay
GIAATY.® .yt e cden poa sl ol
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. v1%No; 1 wilt not believe 80,”: Fetinned
Fidelia; “ as thereiwas an-original: for-one
.of .the .characters, why may we: not sug.
pose there were so for others ? The stopy,
_$00,:is not by :any.mpeans improbable ; and,
_inishort, whien otre intezests me, I like to
think it a:real one, .or rather that the cha-
racters:that constitute its-charm lived;anit
moved; and: had theirbetng s that, bhnwgli
. tis«wvéry ‘gate iaganinst which I am now
. Jeaningy Jones cast what he: conceived &
furewell look at the home of his infancy;
and that it was here his fond and undes
eéeived unele welconred him back, to be'its
, future possessor, I have often thought,”
she added, “ that we are indebted to the
writers of fiction, so delightfully do woiks
of favey abstract us often from painf'ul
thoughts.”
“ They eertainly very agreeably unbend
the mind,” returned Mrs: Stovendale—
_ % often conveying, too, good lessohs. The
only danger is, in representing ideal scenes,
their giving us-a distaste ta the temer and
_ Jess high-coloured ones of real life.” " -
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- " iPhit ean sdareely ever-bd the-ease, 1
il -said Fidelin, “~exeept. made the
-wole dridy.  "One might almost as - taudh
dearl: I <think, - that the-wild and-gloving
«ffrts- of -2 - Salvator or Claude Lorrainiis
‘peneil would give: one-adidflike to'aplatn
~metribeBished- residence.  I-think: it vévy
mpeistile: *to'havevthé'ismy‘elemhed ﬂth
 Sonit-tiffe feelingsbemp -perverted? -

~ e Mgsutedly, ”‘assentad"}!rslﬁmndﬂe
% anid I cértainly - conceive ‘¢he extdarms-
i thonasweioften hear -agiinst works. @ funey
wm&y eorirronplaee and ridicelous
- Faving gratified “Her- cuvivstty insenie

‘degréeiby-a ipdriiat view-Of SPrierPark,
$MraStovendale vorfthadted her fairs cofa-
tpanibn 4o take one of* the! suppesdd: medi-
“hlente bﬁé’thte:Weﬁem--acliuh&ome &Md
' mansion, with a court before +it. .‘Here
*apeiti¢ Pillelia . panséd, -dnd, < orice~ fhore °
"yielding “to’ faney, feélt-mukch -pledsure-in
“¢dnterhplathrg whit-she conceived might
“have been the chamber where $he-antisble
vait-éiiffertng “Sophria--was! cobfindd, #the

gate by-which: shre-2ffected frer-csaiiperaitd



‘theneat o1d-Hvdrth,* 4t e ‘opposite side
of*tié rosd, hidf rhattled Seith vy, wivete
A ‘ihe'display 'of hiér'present ‘hakk exeitdd such
“#iivivind confusion ; in-shott, every ting
rate was 5o idehtified By description, that,
‘fiirn the existence of the placds represent-
& inthe'wotk, Fidelia was'aghin indined
“to'Belleve in' tHat of the Shardcters.~« Bt
“the tace to whith squire Westetn beleriged
is, T understand,” she added, “tothHy ex-
" tiriefthat’ in'‘vatn-we should ‘nbw look
“Por “Bhe ' dowriright - country “foxMunter,
* devotid to ﬁ&h‘ing’ bﬁt ﬁm /habus md :
keﬁmal" B
- #Qoeiety is'certaimly iach altdred shrvoe
""the ‘ditys thiht- Fielding wrote, ‘féburmed
- Mrs. Stovendale. -
-« And- 'miprdv'ed, ‘do* ’y'(m th‘!ﬂk‘?" de-
“méndéd Fidelia. :
- "Mits. Stovendifle  smiled —'Asito ’ﬁht,”
“said -she, “Tiist“Be cadtions what T-say
“on 'thut duliject ;" for'one‘of the Bt sy mp-
~toths of @eclining ‘yoirth, they ‘say, s to
- pail, * “Négtordike, ‘agaihtt ~‘the Mg :
ﬁme&” ) . . . .
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“ Well, as far as I can judge,” returned
Fidelia, “ from what I have read of for-
_mier manners, from those who speak of
them, such as Richardson, Fielding, and
Smollet, I think not. The strong family
_affection, the identifying regard, which
they so delightfully describe, and on
- which the mind dwells with such plea-
_sure,” would now perhaps be difficult to

. . meet with.”

- % Manners are certainly: become infi-
, n;tely more artificial ; and in proportion
. a8 they do, it requires no argument to

- prove the feelings become less natural.
. Fashion now bears absolute sway, and the
) selfishness she engenders ever leads to

coldness and repulsion.”

. .% How astonishing the 1dohtry paid to
her! But certainly it must be gratifying

to the pride of our sex to think that man,

- lordly man, worships as obsequiously at

. her shrine as ever we did—the dandies to

wit, that non-descript race, disclaimed by

one sex and laughed at by the other.”
“ Come, come, you must beware what
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Yon,say, here, in the very court of fa,slnon.
_there.are pens and,gall here, I assure yoy,
188 well'as elsewherg.”.
L Oh! -at the satirg of the avowed sa-
w1 should .quly laugh,”. said Fidelia.
4 1 must be convinced that, keen sense
-&nd,, humour, impellpd the. pen, ere its
glfarta.could pgin me.? |
« Aihey eontinped. straylng a,bout 6l the
dusky mantle of advancing night pegan
_4a;vgil the scenery. In their way back,
. idelia. was struck by the picturesque
. §ffeet, produced by the lights on the op-
.popite, amphitheatre of hills, at first dimly
..seen,, like stars emerging from turbid and
(chgotm clouds, then extending in bnlhant
lines, like wreaths of light upon the brow
.ok the mountsins., :
.. Scarcely were they reseated in the draw-
“‘room, when a loud double knock was heard.
- The heart of Fidelia fluttered: oh! it might
..be.Albina, that, hearipg of her axrival, had
+qop0e;to see: her. But the door opened for
a very different, baing—an old lady Qf the
Yot N Qe ML .00
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name of Clackit, who, from the familiarity
. of her manner, evidently proved herself
well acquainted with Mrs, Stovendale, as
were indeed several others now at Bath.
Bhe entered eagerly, and almost pantingly
expressed her pleasure at finding Mrs. 8to-
vendale at home—* For, to bt sure, at this
festive time,” she said, “ I scarcely thought
I should; but still would not pass- without
talling, as 1 was going on, with somethimg
- like an intention of spending a tiresome
evening with your tetotum neighboar,
Mrs. Fidget. Poor dear woman! it would
be well for her, or at least for those obliged
to be with her, if the gout never lefs her
great toe, for she must then perforee be a
little ‘statiomary. Mr. Heavisides protests
to me I am entitled to twenty thousand
pounds, for that in her I have discovered
the perpetual motion..—But is this the fair .
bride-elect? No, I see not, now that I have
‘thrown off my mufflings. Well/Nliss, I
shan't ask pardon for the mistake, for..mo
one need be offended to be taken for Miss
Albina Dundonald, she being, as our
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begux say hewe, a perfect constellation of
charms. . Upon my word, my dear Mrs.
Stovendale, .your son will be quite the
envy of the world when he possesses her.
- —Buyt. have you heard the news? All
Bath is in an uproar—That libertine At-
-ally notwithstanding the charming wife he
has himself—not over-beautiful, to be sure,
but then possessed of every estimable qua-
" liky ; and what’s the tincture of a skin to
‘real worth?—she comes indeed of a pure
stock. A wit nicknamed her family the
mensters, because, he said, they were fault-
less. Well, he took it into his intriguing
~head, I say, to write a billet-doux to Mrs.
Chopwell, the admired rib of a gentleman
.in the mangling line, as Quaintly says, in
this place, entreating a meeting, the ensu-
ing: evenmg, on the North Parade,
. . - ¢ Whan ewilight grey:
. ./ Had in her sober mantle all things clad.’ . )
Well, like a discreet matron (but indeed
she has been excellently well.trained, I
am told——brought up under the mmedl-
o2
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ate care and protection of the honourable
Mrs. Blaze,. one of the greatest promoters
of Sunday schools, as every one knows, in
the three kingdoms)—well, she, I say,
shewed it to her caro, as, to be sare, in
duty bound; and when he had a little re- -
covered from the passion it threw him into
' ‘—a passion that made him make the very
cleavers tremble, he insisted on her keep-
ing “the appointment : accordingly she
went, and found her inamorato impatient-
ly awaiting her. They had not long con-
versed, when a slight scream_ escaped:- the
lady : this was the signal for the husband,
who had cautlously followed -to advance;
he flew forward to the rescue of -his Lu-
‘cretia, and producing a cudgel, laid it on
the shoulders of the oﬂ'endmg party, till
_ absolute fatigue made him desist. Atall,
they say, is absolutely beaten black and
. blue=pounded fit for a sausage.”

“ Well, it's to be hoped he'll profit by
the chastlsement he has met with:» - -

« Oh, as to that, my dear creature,- his
case is quite as hopeless as Mrs. Rigid's
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rheumatism ; he does not belong to a re- -
forming family ; and, as a friend of mine
_ used to observe, at the .other- side of the
herring braok (by-the-bye, she, was sister
to the late bishop of ————, though her
expressxons were - not always .what the
Chesterfield school would approve .of),—
¢ One .can’t expect blood out,of a turnip ’
his father was a perfect Lovelace; and as
to his uncle,. I dare say you heard -of the
kick-up he made here some years ago, by
running away with a little Connaught
heiress, who was sent over to get, rid of
her brogue;  There was a Miss Tomkins
settled here about that time; she was
_called Jack, Tomkins, from the part she
_ tpok in that. affair. I heard her whole.
story from Mr. Sneerwell: he introduced
her in one of; his satirical novels..;. Admi-
rable works. his! you could not mistake
one of the likenesses—sometimes a little
caricatured, to.be sure, but then only the
more amusing: - Poor ‘Mrs. Dawdje! I
shall never forget the fright she was in
when she' discovered who he was (for by
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chance they lodged together in the same
bearding-house), lest he should, as she
said, have put her in print; but, the dear
soul ! her insipidity protected her—a mere
composition of chalk and water; one of
the elements, Sneerwell used to say, naine-
. ly, fire, was certainly *forgotten—not ‘a
point about her that could he eaught at”
Here the door was again thrown open,
and a lady of the name of Rookby was
announced—a tall, stiff, ‘precise-looking
being, with an indescribable air, if the ex-
pression be admissible, of smirking forma-
lity about her. She was an intimate ‘of
Mrs. Clackit's, and scarcely guve herself
time to pay her compliments to Mrs. Sto-
vendale, ere she turned to comthence &h
attack on lier, accusing her of rudeness,
and, in short, ‘by what she said, betrayins
that they had made an appointment that’
evening to go out in quest of amusement,
which, frem the impatience of Mirs. Claokit
to-start for the game, she had’ broken:
“ ¥ really waited for-you il my patience
was quite exhausted; and 'then' had sueh
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a search after. you—it was by mere chance
I discovered you were here. Upon my
word, my dear ma’am, if you give way to
these fits of forgetfulness, one must get a
ﬂapper to be at your elbow.”

To this observation, however, no reply
‘was made; Mrs. Clackit had just com-
menced her tea, and was too much en-
gaged at the moment not to allow her
tongue a little respite.

Finding she could not irritate her, as
she good-naturedly wished, she turned to
. Mrs. Stovendale, to inquire whether she
had hesrd the news—¢ But the question
is unnecessary,” she added, with a disdain-
ful smile at Mrs. Clackit, “ for every one
knows that Mrs. Clackit is a first-rate
publisher.” ,

“ What news?” rather coolly inquired
-Mus. 8toyendale,

“ Oh! gbout that wretch Atall: they
pgsmvely .eay that the injured husband
~ meana to sue for a-divoree.”

_« Well, that’s & good one!” said Mis.
Clackit, laying down ber cup to indulge
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in a fit of laughter— why, he has brought
his action of damages already! Hew, in
" the name of common sense, child, could
he think of applying for any thing of the
kind, unable as he is to allege any thing
against his wife ?” - :

+“ Well, if surprising her with a gallant
is not having something to allege ag#inst
her, I don’t know what is.”

“ There you are quite wrong: it was
by his express desire she kept the appoint-
ment. I had it from the most undoubted
- authority.” ,

“ I don’t know whom you may have
‘had your information ‘from, but I place
equal reliance on mine, and I am confis
dently assured——" -

“ Nay, I am sure it’s of httle conse-
quence who is right,” interrupted Mnrs.
Stovendale. “ Pardon me, but- the less
such aﬂinrs are discussed, the better.”
Then, in order to; change a subject dis-
. agreeable to her, she proceeded . to -ash
Mrs. Rookby about a friend of hens, who
had lately returned to Bath. | o
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- “ Miés Felton! oh yes, charming wo-

man, I have been to see her, but she has

not yet called upon me. But the up-and-

- down streets of Bath are now beginning:

to get too fatiguing for her.” :

~ “ Why, is her health bad? I never -
knew that before.” )

* Oh no—not her health; but, about
twenty years ago, I .am told she was an
excellent walker.” )

“ Oh, now I understand you,” said Mrs.
Stovendale. -« Well, really, for a person
advanced, as you insinuate, she has a very
~_yowthful look.” - : ]

%:Oh, my dear ma’am, if you were to
see her sametimes of a morning, as I do!
—for she has no ceremony with a friend
like me. But really she makes herself up
amazingly well; but, entre nous—this is
between ourselves—she can’t endure the
'idea of having it supposed she has.turned
the corner, and not for the world - would I
breathe a word - that -could be the means.
of ‘hurting her. feelings, ‘amiable creature!
There are pedple who say.she doesn’t:study
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her looks for nothmg-—-that she has it in
contemplation, should lady W.—— oblig-
ingly pop off; to supply her place to lord
Wiewssm ; but, for my part, I don’t believe
the scandalous insinuation. Her regard ' .
for him is certainly very great, very extra-
ordinary ; that is—I mean it would be
extraordinary, but that it can be account-
ed for by their being so much together.
No, no, in spite of appearanoes, I always

lean to the side of candour.”
'« In her mother’s state of health, she
must be happy to bave her at home?”

“ Oh, my dear ma’am, the very reverse:
with her sails always full set, she, throws
every thing into suchi a state of confusion

~=80 worrits and. ﬁdgets the pooreldwo o

man "

“ The ﬁumly are dtogether amiable, I
have been informed,” again observed Mis.
Stovendale.

“ Yes—at least if you’ll beheve them
selves. They are certainly the greatest
egotists, the greatest pufitrs in the world,
eontinually trying to set themselves up
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above every one else: the most trivial
thing done by any one of them is extolled
by all the rest as sotnething superiative ;
even the old lady, if she can get no ome
else to praise her, praises herself. But still
_théy are a charming family, one I have
the sincerest regard for.” ;
“ Why, if it’s true what one hears, so
you should,” said Mrs. Clackit.
“ True what one hears '—really, ma’am,
I don't khow what you mean. My at- °
tichment to them is quite disinterested, if
the truth were known-+~But, however, the
less said on that smbject, the better. They
would promise you the meon, to be sure,
if, like the child in the story.-book, you
cried for it; but, as to performing, that’s
a different thing.”
“ Well, I hate every one of the Fudge
family, to which I coneeive every one be-
longing,” suid Mhrs. Claekit, “ who makes
- professions’ without meaning; like Mr
C——, always asking you to dinner when
sure yeuw're engaged elsewhore; and, when

onde he has seen you fairdy outside the
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house, gently reproaching you for,unkind-
ness in not stopping for refreshment ; when,
had you remained till Doomsday, even a

 glass of his sour wine would not have been
produced.” '

In this way the ladles kept up the ball,
to the total exclusion of all -ratignal con-
versation, hacking and hewing  their ac-
-quaintance, and bringing forward foibles
and defécts that, but for them, might ne-
ver have been known. At length they
rose to depart. Mrs. Clackit had left her
muffling in another room ; while putting
them on there—* Heavens! what a tire-
some being!” observed  Mrs. Rookby, in
an under tone, “ with: her fatiguing and -
eternal digressions! Her stori¢s- really,
like the story of the king of Bohemia and
his seven castles in Tristram Shandy, seem
destined never to have an end.” Here the
other reappearing, she, in her turn, stepped

into the adjoining room, to make herself
up.

With a stlﬂed laugh-— What ia-piece
of ndlculous aﬁ'eetatlon > rlmmedlately be-
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gan Mrs. Clackit. "« I tried to give her
the slip this evening, certain that, let-me
“go where I would, her absence would be
more welcome, than her company; but
she sticks to- one like a leech; .indeed
there’s no chance of her getting into com-
pany but’ through another person, there’s
so much rude malice and ill-nature in all
she says and does.”

She might have proceeded in her eulo-
gium, had not Mrs. Rookby’s rejoining
her at the instant prevented her; and they
both departed, arm-in-arm, and, to all ap-
pearance, the best and most attached friends
in the world.

“ Well, what do you think of our visi-
tors?” was Mrs. Stovendale’s demand, as
they departed.

“ Why, as sir Peter Teazle says, they
~ certainly have left their character behind
them. But we won’t imitate them by
dwelling on it; let it suffice. I should
not much like the world, if I.thought
‘tHere were many in it that resembled
them. .. But; while we feel disgust, we
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cannot help laughing,” continwed Fidelia,
“ 30. ludicrous is it to hear- Mis. Rookby
at once praising and dispraising the same
person, thus putting one in mind of the
man in the fable doing two ﬁnngs in. the
same breath.”

“ By intermingling pralse and eensure,
she has the shallowness to-think she weils
-her own propensity to il-nature, fargetting
that satirical remarks are-never se odious
a» when proceeding out of the mouth of a
pretended friend.”

“ I almost wonder she and her friend
Mrs. Clackit, as I suppose I must denomi-
nate that lady, gain admission any where.”
) “ Oh, as to that, if we were to exclude

. all but these who eome up to our standard
of amiability, I believe we should have
. but a limited society; it would, besides,

be too presumptuous in us to attempt ax-
rogating to ourselves sueh 'superiority.
There’s an advantage, too, to be derived
from seeing and mingling with different
charactens, the vemarks they elicit often
serving s yaefil hints to ourselves.”, .
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Fidelia would now gladly have reverted
to other matters; there were many ques-
tions she wished fo ask respecting Albina
—when her marriage was to take place,
and where it was probable her residence
would be fixed: with regard to the latter,
self had a little share in her solicitude; for -
‘that' the home of ‘Albina would not be
hers, she could not doubt. By some means
or other, however, she was prevented ; and,
with a semsation of uneasiness at the eir-
cumstance, she at length retired for the
night ; yet not to design could she impute
it; and accordingly rose, the next morning,
with renovated spirits.

b
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Matried Life, or Faults on all Sides, by Miss Howard . _.
B 2 ) T P I I
Bath and London, or Scenes in mh 4volseeiiiianes 1 10
The Schoolmistress, by Mrs. Hunter, of Norwich, Au-
thor of Letitia, Lady Maclaim, &c. 2vols.......... 0 8 0
-Eva of Cambria, by Emma de Lisle, 3 vols,. .... .... 0 15 0
Stratagems Defeated, by Gabrielli, 3 vols.. .. ceue. o 1 4 0
Soldier of Pennaflor, 5 vols. .....ooovivenn... v 11070
The Miseries of an Heiress, by A. F. Holstein, 4vols 1 2 0
Di Montranzo, or the Novice of Corpus Domini, by
Louisa Sidney Stanhope, 4vols .........c0000 vee 1 31 O
The Blind Beggar, or the Fountain of St. Cnhenne.
by the Author of Julien, or My Fnher’s House, &n.. .
4VO0IS. ...i.ieieeaneiiiilastiiiiiiiiieiiiianea 1 20
Modern Times, or the World we Live in, a Post- ¥
humous Novel, by Mrs.. Helme, 2d edition, 3 vols. - 0 15 0
Strathbogie, or the Recluse of Glenmorris, by Aﬁqa )
M‘Gennis, 5 v0ls. cco.iiiiiiiiincniiiieel 1 76
Life of Baron Trenck, a new edition, by 'l‘homu Ho{x 3
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